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The Henmorable Numzie J. Pallacine
Crhairzan
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Ceozmission
1717 ¥ Streez, N.W.
washingten, D.C. 20335
Dear Mr. Chairman:
1 2= wvriting this letter as a mezber ef the Energy and
tavireonzent Subcezmittee.

1 have reviewed with interest and concern
1nvestigation's (01) Mazch 5, 1984
Power Flant:
Srztezents Regarding RO and SRO license Exazination

the 0ffice of
report, "Grand Gulf Nuclears
Possible Deliberate anc Willful Material False

Aprlicetions” (Case No. 2-83-037).
7 would like to bring an aspect of this Teport TO the
Com=ission's attenticn. My comcern involves vhecther officials

cf the Nuclear Regulatory Cozzission's (NRC)
2cted properly in handling this case. There
of potentiel concern. First, did Region 11 officials
ermnecesszrily and/or inappropriately share infors
the licensee?

Region 11 office
are two guestions

tion with
And second, ¢id Region 11 cofficiels authorize a

return to operatioms, and/or allow coztinued operation,

subseguent to learming that the valifications cf
Teactor operaiors were
potentially unqualified?

Concerning the first gquestion, the Ol repors

Grané Guls
probatly falsified and the operators

appears ‘to

{mdiczcze thna: Region I1 officials informed the licensee that

discrepancies in reactor opesators

qualification cards could

comscirture a materizl false statement pricT IO Region 1l's

Octodber 18,
Although the Ol report incicates that Regicn 11
2pparently began 0
£z1se statement between
imfermzzion was shared wit
ené az 2 Septexzber 23, 1583 meetling,
per=izted to return TO powel on
requesting the Ol investigation cor
gatter.,
8510010099 830923
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1683 fcrmal request for an Ol investigation.
officials
view the situacion 2s a possible material
Jenuary 1683 and August 1583, this

the licensee both in August 1583
and the plant was
Sepzesber 25, 1983, prior to .
ccherwise resolving this -
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Taze TWO ' .
tignificantly, the O Tepolt revezls tha: ty sharing this
cemclugion--znat discrepancies in the qualifizaction carcs vere
being Tegarcec &s possidle material Zalse sc2cements--vith the
lice~see 2: & Septesber 23, 1583 meeting, Regien 11 czused a
vice-President ol the Mississippi Power ané light (M¥Pal)
Cozzany to subsecuently refuse to provide & letter accressing
cmis issue to NRC that was brought © that meeting with the
imtencion of being provided to the agency. Hence, it would
eppesr that by sharing suspicions or possible conciusions of
potentially crizinal conduct with the licensee, company
officials at that time refused to Turn over informaticn and
pessible evicdence 0 NRC.

These circu=stances are reziniscent cf another case in
vhieh the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) crizicized XRRC for
diminishing the chences for successful prosecuiicn. In &

Ma-ech 7, 1680 lezter to NRC, DOJ wrote the following harsh
words which a2ppear &ppropos in this case:

...gratuitous and apologetic concessions and
sécissions, and gratuitous Cisclosures of !
evidence and theories prior to the cozpletion
cf en investigaticnm, could deservedly or
undeservecdly suggest 2 basic cenfusion as To
who the respective clients aTe. The clients,
of course, a2re the public--the millicns cf
persons who cannct afferd to retain lavyers and
T2w firms to represent thex befcre the NRC and
who hzve no other persons to protect their
interests.

: ceconé, 1 2= troubled by the ensuing coulse of events by
vhieh MPal was eilowed to restart Grand Gulf on Septesher 25,
1282 ané operate through November §, 1683. According to the
"Cnronology cf Licensing Activities" provided to me by the
Ce=cission, iow power testing was cozpleted curing this tine
period. However, by August, 1983, and certainly no later than
Sep:sezber 23-30, 1983, Region 1] was zware of the erroneous
¢perator training records and had reason to suspect the
cozpetence of Grand Gulf's reactor operators. Region I1's
October-18, 1984 Reguest for Investigetive Assistance states
thze tnis case is one that "...involves the subzittal of false
imfp=—zzion to thne NRC on a subject that could be material to

.

the granting of licenses TO operators.”
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tndeec, & Decezber 28, 1883 mexzcrancuz frex Ixecutive
~i-eczer for Operaticons wWilliac J. Dizcks o Cozmnissioner
Vieter Cilinsky revezls thet hac¢ NRC known that the cperater
crziring recorcds had been Zzlsifiec, that not enly would these
cperztors not have been licensec, but, the low powver license
{tself wouléd not have been issuec. Tpe Cozzission's regula-
cioms 2t 10 CFR §50.100 and Secticn 186 ¢ the Atomic ZInergy
Act, as &—ended, would allow suspensicn cI revocaticn es &
1icense for this type of caterizl fazlse statezent. IT Is
cherefore cifficult to understand how Region I1 eofficials

couvld have, in good conscience ané in cozpliance with the
Cozmission regulations and the law, 2llowed Grand Gulf to
cperate subsequent to cdetermining that the adeguacy of
cperztor training was &t best unknowm, and quite possibly,
inzdeguate. 7To be sure, four reactor cperators (including two
Semicr Reactor Operators) haé to be temoved froz active cuty
sz Cz2nd Gulf in Novezber 1983. Nevertheless, the plant was
:1loved to continue cperations and & Confirmation of iction
lerter on this-subject was not sent by Regien 11 until
Decezber S5, 15E3. -

1 expect the Cezzission te conduct 2 thorough
imvestigzzion cf these events and determine whether Region 11
scted appropriately and within NRC procecdures anc regula-
ciems. 1 would zlsc appreciazte g full and detailed Tesponse
to the issues 2né concerns Ciscussed zbove.

12 the Cozzission believes that this letter should not be
saée public, plezse contazct me within ten days with a vritten
explanztion for why the pudlic interes: weuld be better served
by saintaining this letter's confidentialiry.

for your attention to this patter.
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Sincerely,

7 p .
CA iz do
TDWARD J. MARKEZY[
Mezber of Congress

)

ec: The Eoncrable Morris K. Uéall



