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Pressure from
Congressmen

erator | Bewneu Johnsioo and

- govery!™ cther, unnamed members of
e Lowsuaca congresuonal delegation
have heen purIng “heavy pressure” on L
Nuciear Repuasion Commswon and sen-
¢ membeny of fy naff 10 expedite the
lieensing of Waterford 3. Johnston and
memners of his a7 are boeh sad 10 be
caliag members of the NRC waft daly "
and “narassing” them over the @ik force
mvestigaven of Waerford and beraung
iher for ~milbons of doliars » dav (n 80k
poral coms” (o Waerford cused ™ the
NRCs “unnecessaty delayy” Johaston
1 wroir 2 enie o the NRC Comuus
poncy using iy langoage NRC per |
wr_x.wwmmc!wmm i
are sad 10 repard Johasion's efforts as
~ofncal ramassment” Ooe source, Qe |
g passages (rom johnsioo's herier caled
the senalor's arm-wisung for LP&L "a !
dea volauoe” of the e govarng Ue |
rebatioasiup berween the NRC o coe-
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press A seng of doannes Dutlined 1o w Rl
s called the Pushuny case wa the bmils of
sonprssaonal authenty 1o influence NRC
densions COnEreIAmen mdy inquire aboyt
the atus 0 & fandular nuliear poOWaeT
=iant, but when they atiempt (0 miiuence
tThe ComuMussion’s decisont aboul a pan)
cuids plant they have gone devond Lhe pale
The pressure applied 0y Johnston, his staff
anc oihers 1s saud 1o have gone far bevond
tx k. A Johnsion spokesman i Wash.

1on derued Lhe repon when asiad about
{ last week, msling Lhat there has been
absolutedy no contact between erther John-
5108 0f any members of his staf” and the
NRC concerning Waterford, Gambir's
sources have since confirmed the John-
son-ieg Pressure, NSISTNE 0 UM IARL K
goes far past the imuts of propnery

Whistle-blower
Box Filled

RC officals oroered LPAL 10 pog a

bon 3t Waierford (0 recenve wmitien
whiste-blower complants severl months &
age The program is one the NRC has used
sucressiully a1 several other plants recenthy
and then ordered LPAL o povetain al
Warerford, accompanied by an ¢ffon 1o
JONLINCe A0TkeTS (0 use the bow, When
NRC mspectors vty asked LP&L how
the program was going, accordmg 10 2
Gembi ©urte. the yulry was reportediy
‘curbfounded” They had ather never of
se.com checked the box When they did
check it 10 asponse 1o the NRT's questions
they found n stuffed with complames. The
NRC  inspeciors mvehved reponeciy
responded by saving 'nev would block
Waierford’s Loemsing untd LPAL felows
L anc resones wha they wrcalling 2 “big
backlog of now aliegations” An NRC
spokesman i Waierjord refused (0 demy
tne ©an, sving that ae wousd cal back
WwILh & Mesponse e

Cost Overrun
Battle

&1, ns pnme contractor. EBASCO

Services, ing., and the [orer instru-
mentaiion tubing coniracior & Wateriond
\ero o of Norwoaod, are jooked 10 2 batt e
over who w il pay 1De COs\ oveTTuRs OO
Mercury's botched job at Waierford. Mer-
cury's contracy caled for thesr work at the
riant 10 he compierad for bess thas §7 mul-
bon. Mt ther onsl skv-oQemed 10 OKT
than 590 mulbon berween 1578 and (962
ow 1h¢ TR COMpanes are in count Night-
ing over whose faglt it all s and. more
mamed.ately. who showd have 1o pay for
\os of the fightng so faz has been proce-
durdl, argung over whether 10 howd U

tnal 1 Lovisiana or dew YOrk and whether
LPAL sheuid have 10 provide Mercun
with all the documents from Waterford
nas askec for. LP&L i resisung. clamung
that Merzury has asked for 850 tons of
records. sO many that 1 would take 42 18
whesters 10 haul them all awan

Grand Gulf
“Scandal”

ashipgton insiders say the NRC

$a/T's recent decuon. backed up last
week £y 2 3.2 NRC vore, 10 allow Misss-
appy Power and Light (o continue operal:
ing Grand Guif ai low power while the
dismantie one of the plant’s 1wo guan!
dicset emeTgency geoeralon s 1 “scancal”
that has the agency's congresuonal over.
ught comminess srambing. Emergendy
generaiors are consdered 10 de one of the
most important elements :n & auclear
power plant's safety system. Under the
NRC's 1radivonal pracice, when ceran
eritical eiements of a safety system go
4own 3 plant has ajwavs been ordered 10
shut down within 9€ hours, all in the name
of protecung the pubix health and safery
When Grand Guif was allowed 10 sia)
open last week, however, the NRC @aff's
oflical posuon was that krung the plaat
Hay open with half s safety power genera-
1on svstem 1ooperabie was also m the
iierest of the public health and safety

Commission
Rushes to
Judgement

N.:iw Regulaton Commission offr-
cals are continwag 0 their rush 10
commplete their work on Waterford. A
pubbe hearing. at which LP&L execuines
wi!) be presenied with some of the specal
Parerford Task Foree's findings, is sched-
wed for 8:30 a.m. Fnday, June B. As pre
viously reported, semor NRC staff
mecutives, apparemy some NRC commus-
poners and ceram members of the Low-
uana congressional doeganon hive been
curting beavy pressure oo U Waterford
Task Force 10 make ther report by June §
(o expedrte fued loading at the plant, 3 oo
fa! step towards full power operalioe
According 10 seme Gambur sources, Lhe
Friday morning meeung was oripnally
planced 10 be a forum to “biess” the
NRC's permuswon for LP&L 10 boad fue!
it Waierford. LP&L and Middie Soutk
Uulives sxscutives have reportedly been
orchestraung 2 ma)or lobbyng campaign
& Washuagion to that end. Pressure from
oppooesnts of the move, however, may have
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Gambit Story
Rocks NRC

ast week's Gambir arucie ou effors
whin the NRC 10 squash the mos!
serious findings of the Waterford Task
Foree rocked 1he NRC and unieasbed 2
“wuch bun: ™ withue the agency. acording
10 Gamdar's sources. Copmes of e Gomde
piece werr reporiedly telecomed (0
Wasimngioo ast Thunday mght, May 31,
and by md-Frday had made \herr way 10
the desks of mom wp NRC oflicals. An

emerpency drefing was reportedly beld !

the Office of Nuciesr Reactor Regulatoe,

the NRC office in overadl charge of e task

force arvestgaton, the foslowmg Monday
NRC officals m charge of the mvestuganoo

tedly worned that 100 much of the
group s \nteTnal wAITIng i bang made
pubtc. Gamber's sources casn the NRC
execulives are “deypernie” 10 plug the
beaks

SMALL

CHANGE

Reports & Observatons
About Local Business

Plant Hiring

' FE Techooiopes. the ceramic capad

107-marviaciunng piant in eastern
New Orleans, plans (0 hure several empios -
e " aimost weekly " 5o that it will hanve | S0
10 XD by vear’s end. The hugh Lech plant,
whah i Mvening posernmen Ay Dreaks
and on the pob canmg programs, will have
0 ¢ "0 emnpiovees I (he next vear of
two wnt B Veood. SFE peners manager
He savs puot operations began thee weehs
Ago and now requure T empaowess . LAl
new Nnng wil Jepend on quIpmen! Jom
ng 1, and tha the sste and oty do pox
reguire the compans W Wl 23 compioy
men! pogls ‘or aud w continue

o Jax Brewery project, will no oowed
the amy’s “5-foct hexgin Gmu, even thoaugh

2 may have three or four floors

Schwegmann’s
Opens a Bank

obm F. Schwegrmann, the grocery ore
magnaie, aod several Westhrnk bus-
nessnen have opened 4 full-scale commer-
cal bank ® 190] West Bank Expresewey,
Harvey. Called First iniarstate Bank &
Trust, the baak 8 housed m the Norbes

siana franchises “ou: Nolan, of Baton
Rouge, plans 10 open a Fuddrucker’s a the
cormner of Naichez and Tchoupitoulas
streets (2 former label pnnung office)

« August | and one 1 Lapakoo and Barmana

bowlevards Julv |. One s atready open in
Baton Rouge, and outlews on Vererans
Hsy and on Williams Bivé. will foliow
The $3 millbon. 210sea. CBD projext wil
have |o luxun condominiums upslaurs
reach by late September. Nolan predicts §°
mulbon to $6 mdlon n business the st
vear simulated My promoueas Wit kocal
hotels asd saies from Fuddrucker's own
buicher and baker coumtens

Knoxvlo’s

uR because Knarvilie bad || milbon

vieitors. that doesn’t mean that the
Worid s Fair showid have no LUoubie pering
the 2 mibeo VISION 1 Deeds 10 pay
off ns detrs Unbke Oreans. knon.
ville counte€ cmplovees, <eacdn pass
hosders, and media peopie 1N 115 10t Anen-
dance figure Knawvilie execulive voe presi
gent and e’ frnancal officer Charue
Swan gucsse tha! &l least tem pervent of
1mal mttendance dxdn | pey (0 per D, Swan
avt Kpovvilie's advance pubbaty cam
pagns began 3 vear and a hal! before faur's
opeming and cost $10 mulbon. The Mvew
Orieans 1ar's muna) adverusng budger was
§€ mulbon and pubbery began o months
before the fawr

Plaza Gets a Name
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