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NEWARK (AP) — The Nuclear Regula:
tory Comnussion has ordered a Dover firm
1o discontinue procedures using radivacuve
e tertals and 1o decontaminate its facility
the federal agency announced Monday

“*he order modifying International
Nutronics Inc ‘s operating hicense was
issued after an NRC inspection detected
cowentrations of a radivactive substance,
Cobalt-60. in soil next 1o the outside walls of
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)over plant told to stop radi

the Morris County plant, officials sand

In addition, the NRC staff will take
samples from around the site 1o determine
whether radioactive material has tanted
the groundwater  although olhicials said

they do not believe there has been con
taminabion

NHRC spokesman Karl Abraham said
International Nutronics has a hcense from
the agency pernutung the firm 1o expose

surgical instruments to large doses of
radhation as a means of sterthzing them

The NKC staff inspected the facility after
being notified by an unidentified telephone
caller on Sept 30 that radivactive waler
from a Cobalt b0 storage pool had spilled
onto the floor of a building on Dec 4
Abraham sad

Under the NRC order 1ssued Friday. the
firm must stop using radioactive malterials

ation wor

in irradiations, submint o decontanunation
plan to the NRC by Nov 15, evaluale the |
facility's tnterior to determine its potential
exposure 1o radiation and determine the
status of contanunation outside the butldmg
where the irradiation takes place the
spokesmian sand

The company also must determine
possible exposure to all current and former
employees, he said
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NRC acts in Dcver case

DOVER (AP) — The Nuclear
Regulatory Commussion has ordered
a Dover firm to discontinue proce-
dures using radioactive materials
and to decontaminate its facility, the
federal agency anncunced yester-
day

The order modifving International
Nutronics Inc 's operating hicense
was issued after an NRC inspection
detected concentrations of a radio-
active substance. Cobalt-60, in soil
next to the outside walls of the Mor-
ris County plant, officials said

In addition, the NRC staff will
take samples from around the site to
determine whether radioactive ma-
terial has tainted the groundwater.

NRC spokesman Karl Abraham
said International Nutronics has a bi-
cense permitting the firm to expose
surgical instruments to large doses

of radiation as a means of sterilizing
them

The NRC staff inspected the facili-
ty after being notified by an tele-
phone caller on Sept 30 that radioac-
tive water had spilied onto the floor
of a building on Dec 4, Abraham
said .
Under the NRC order issved Fri-
day. the firm must stop using radio-
active materials in irradiations, sub-
mit a decontamination plan to the
NRC by Nov. 15, evaluate the facili-
ty's interior to determine its poten-
tial exposure to radiation and deter-
mine the status of contamination
outside the building where the irra-
diation takes place. the spokesman
said

The company also must determine
possible exposure to all current and
former employees, he said
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Dover denies danger
from radiation leak

ReZ ztior Jeakage at Internationz!
Elecirenics Co on Route 46 anc Sche
Jeu Siree consiitules no ganger to pub-
Lic hezitt. Mavor Aigo Cicchert. toid
the Dover Board of Aidermer last
mgn

Cicchett: announced fincings or
contamination founc in the buicing
anc. 1o a smalier GEgree OUIOE

The leakzge came 1o the boarts
atterior & week agc when the board of
hea.r was noufied by the the fegere!
Nuciezr Reguiatory Agenct

Upor be.ng notified that the gler
tronios company intended 1¢ move ou!
of the bulding the agency conducted
an mspeciion ang discoverec the radie-
no- the result of & water spi. im De
cember of 1962

In:ernational Electronics 1s 3
compen that sterilizes surgica’ ISy
mer:s The procesc emplove Cobalt €

The agercy is ir the proless
superi1sing the removal of the co

— -

inetes materia’ whick includes the con

¢ floor anc the tes: welis The de-
ComieT ralion procest is expected 1o
take £.3 10 DINE MODLAS to compiete

Tre buiiding 15 located mn the vi-
cinity of East Dover Elementary
Scroo and Hamilion Field The board
i« worh ng wik James McCahill of the

ceunr: Arsenal in drzwing up con-
urgenss pians in the ever: of a fire at
the eiectmicel compan)

Cicznets siressel the plans were
s1micly precautonary anc noted that v
tne 1% vears the buiding hac been n
:-¢ have been ne fires
M:Cahii. said he reviewed the
corners s recorgs and although there
& ¢ somé matters to be explzined. be
$3% Po Sigruicant exposure or danger

\:Cah:.il and Dever Attorney
Dzvi¢ Penrelle are imvesiigating he
stLEtlt and are tryving o determine
wrt the tow s was not informed of the -

A2



“The. ’ij Advarce

|

\

Inspectors find
Decembear 1982
radioactive spill

By PATRICE AHERN
Advance Correspondent

DOVER — A minor radioactive water
spill at International Nutronics Inc that
occurred in December 1982, went un-
reported. until Tuesday. and undetected
until last week

Evidence of the spill was uncovered by
Nuclear Regulatory Commission in-
spectors performing a routine inspection
because the company is moving from the
area

Mayor Aldo Cicchetti made the accident
public at the regular meeting of the Board
of Aldermen Tuesday night He stressed
that the spill poses
no health hazard
Contamination
levels are
extremely low, he
said

Alderman James
Milonas expressed
the contamination
level in layman's
terms. “'You can
drink that watér
for five years''
before dangerous
levels build up, and
you can “stand on the company property
for 500 hours to equal the radiation in one
z-ray.”

While the spill is minor the board
expressed concern about letting this type of

‘What disturbs me is the amount
of time that passed between the
spill and the detection.’

— Mayor Aldo Cicchetti

firm move into the Dover area in the future
“What disturbs me is the amount of time
that passed between the spill and the
detection,”” Cicchetti said

Fire Chief Gerald Sperry Jr and Milonas
have both been inside the building located
on Route # and Schley Street to demon
strate that it is indeed safe

James McCahill. a radiation protection
specialist. acting as a private ciuzen with

town heaith officials said the NCR is only .

required to inspect every three years. or
when a move is made

All contaminated materials are expecied
to be removed by December but further
precautienary clean-up may take six to
eight months according to esumates given
to Oyechetn
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Dover: 1982 radiation

By LIV OS8Y
Daiy gocom Staft Writer

DOVER — A radiation leak that oc-
curred at a Route 46 plant near an elemen-
Lary school about & year ago poses 0o
\hreat Lo area residests or water supplies,
federal officlals say

The leak at International Nutronics Inc.,
which used cobalt 80 Lo its sterilization of
surgical equipment, was brought to the &t-
Lention of Lown officials last week, said Ald-
erman James Milonas at last night's board
of aldermen meelng '

Milonas said the level of radiation found
\0 the water and soil at the plant is not dan-
gerous. However, be said, no one is being
allowed inside the buliding

The leak was discovered recently by the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission during a
rouline check of the operation, which is in
the process of closing and returning Lo Ils
California beadquartery, be said. After an
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leak poses no threat

investigation, it was learned the contami-
nation had occurred last December, he
said

The cleanup, which will include the re-
moval and transportation of the contami-

nated water, soil and cement floors, will
take six to nine months, Miionas said He
added that by December all of the active
cobalt 60 will be removed and studies will
be conducted on employees.
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Dary Recora JOHN BELL
Nutronics Inc. plant in Dover is under probe

Dover radiation leak

investigated by NRC

DOVER — The Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission says )l majy
take months before it can confirm
or deny charges that a Route 4
plant covered up @ radiauion leak
pearly a year ago

The leak was discovered on
Sept 30 by the NRC, which nou-
fied town officials on Oct 4 said

3{ Johr Gienn of the commis-

! #on's Region 1 officein Pennsyl-
vania

Gienn said whether Interna-
tiona! Nutronics Inc concealed
the December 1982 leah of Cobalt
60 "“will be determined later’
since inspection of the site could
go on for months Compan) off-
cials were not available for com-
ment vesterday

Glenn said that while no fine
has been determined yel, the usu
al fine for such a leak ranges
from $40¢ to $8 000 1f a coverup
is found he said, any fine could be
increased

The levels of radiation found in
the soil and water inside and im
mediately surrounding the plant
are “sughtly over hmis” Glenn
said And while studies are con
tinuing to determine if emplr vees

“u ¢ < ok

been contaminated be said the
Jevels found sc far are pot barm-
ful

The leak came to Light after the
regulatory COmmission routinely
inspected the plant. which uses
radiation to sterilize pharmaceu-
tica! equipment because the
company 1s closing he said Nor-
mally, such inspections are done
vearly or biennially depending on
what is found Glenn saxd The
plant bas been at the site since
1970, he said

“The fact that (the company)
did ot call the NRC immed:ately
is the scary part.” said Mayor
Aldo Cicchetu “Who knowsaf it
ever bappened before™

The incident 1s evidence such
facilities should not be located in
densely populated areas he sad
adding that once the building 1s
vacated he will discourage a radi
ation facility at the site or else
where in LOWR

Officials alsc are concerned
over possible hazards in case of
fire because water could spread
the contamination and 10.00¢ gal
Jons of propane and ar unknown
amount of fuel o1l border the
plan’
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Nutronics denies cover-up of leak

By LIV OSBY
Davy Recorc Stat' Writer

DOVER — An official of International
Nutronics Inc denies there was a cover-up
of a radiation leak that occurred nearly a
year ago at the Route 46 plant

“At no time did we attempt to cover op
the leak " sai¢ Gregory Parker, corporate
counse! and vice president of the Califor-
nia-based company

Parker said the leak was the result of a
broken rod which allowed Cobalt 60 to en-
ter a poo! in 1974 which was immediately
reported to the Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission The break was repaired be said
but recurred in October of 1982 when the
commussion was notified again

“The NRC accepted our plan for repair
and cleanup and for the last year we've

been working on 1t,” Parker said

And when the discovery of low-level ra-
diation coptaminatior was made at the
plant again this past September, be said the
NRC was notified once again

But Dr John Glenn of the NRC Region 1
office reiterated his earlier comment that
the Jeak was discovered Sept 30 during a
routine inspection ordered because the fa-
cility was in the process of closing He also
said the commission was not notified of the
December 1982 Jeak and that 1t was the
NRC which informed the town of the leak
on Oct 4

“We didn't notify the town because it is
our belief there was no public bealth haz-
ard " Parker said “1f there had been any
question of a hazard we would have not:
fied the town immediately "

But Mavor Aldo Cicchetti said, “Anytime

there is a potential for a hazard the town
should be notified It's our right to know "

Parker said the plant ic being shut down
because the loss of work during the cleanup
would not Justify its reopening and because
beadquarters decided to concentrate its ef-
forts on the West Coast
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Scene

| Radiation zoned out

DOVER — A proposegd zon-
in¢ change in t~e Bassen High-
wa, area that would exclude
atontaciites s the first

o Noll] y esenhnerein
tdwn. ofticials say
The new light ingustry zone
which could be approved within |
a month. wou'~ permit racdia 1
ton only in the form of X-rays |
ancd X-ray eg. oment Mayor |
Aido Cicchett said at iast |
might s boarc of aigermen !
meeting that once the new
. e
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Radioactive waste shipment delayed

DOVER — The first shipments of radioactive
waste scheduled to be transported {rom aradia-
tion facility here were delayed because of prob-
Jerns arranging for a truck, a federal official said
yesterday

Tbe waste, which resulted from a December
1982 radiation leak at International Nutronics,
was due 10 be shipped last week, said Dr John
Glenn of the Nuclear Regulatory Comrmission s
Region 1 office

Glenn said that dnilling of test wells began this
week around the Route 46 plant. which sterilized

medica) equipment with Cobalt 60 Results from
that sampling which should reveal any ground
water contamination are expected to be avail-
able next week. he said

Glenn said he will meet with representatives
from International Nutronics’ Califorma head-
quarters in about two weeks when their cleanup
schedule is due But he had no further information
regarding the alleged coverup of the radiation
Jeak at the facility. An investigation 1 Ongoing he
said
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NRC acts in Dover case

DOVER (AP; — The Nuclear
Regulatory Commission bas ordered
a Dover firm to disconuinue proce:
dures using radicactive materials
and o decontamunate 1t facility, the
federal agency announced yester
day

The order modifying International
Nutronics Inc ‘s operating heense
was 1ssued after an NRC wnspection
detected concentrations of a radic-
active substance, Cobalt-60. in soil
next 1o the outside walls of the Mo~
ris County plant. officizls said

In addition, the NRC staff will
take samples from around the sile 10
determine whether radioactive mz-
teria) has tainted the groundwater

NRC spokesman Kar! Abrabam
saic International Nutromcs bas & L
cense permitting the furm to expose
surgical instruments to large doses

of rac.auion as @ means of sterilizing
them

The NRC staff inspected the facili-
ty after being notifie by an tele-
phone caller or. Sept 30 that radioac-
tive water bad spilied onte the floor
of a buiding on Dec &, Abraham
said .

Under the NRC order 1ssued Fri-
day the firm must stop us:ng radio-
active materials in irradiations. sub-
m:! a decontamunation plan to the
NRC by Nov 15 evaluate the facili-
ty s interior to determine its poten-
nial exposure to radiation anc deter-
mine the status of contamination
outside the building where the irra-
diation wakes place, the spokesman
sard

The company also must determine
pos<ible exposure 10 all current and
forme: emplovees he said

R332



