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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chairman Palladino

FROM: Ben B. Hayes, Director
Office of Investigations

pVBJECT: NOTIFICATIONOFOPENING0FplINVESTIGATIONS. ,,

The Comission has directed that you be informed whenever 01 opens a new

investigation. The attached document briefly sets forth information responsive

to this requirement. If you desire more detail on any 01 investigation, please

let me know.
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NRC Form 3M ALLEGATION DATA FORM U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
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RECEIVING OFFICE
Docket Number (if applicable)

1. Facility (ies) Involved: (Name)
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genene, write GENERIC) - - - ---

|
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-

icheck approonate bonteen s operations onsite health and safety
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___ NRC employee private citizen

l
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MM DD YY
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Receiving Allegation:

7. Office: R E G I

ACTION OFFICE
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9. FTS Telephone Number:
~

4 8 8 1 1 0 8;

10. Status: T
tcheck onei - Open,if followup actions are pending or in progress
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11. Date Closed:
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Sover pisrst told 'tcfstop radiation w5rR'
fiEWAltK i AP) - The Nuclear llegula- the Morris County plant ofheials said.

surgical initruments to large doses of in irradiation 3, subniit a decontannnation

tory Commission has ordered a Dover hrm In addition, the NitC staff will take radiation as a means of sterilizing them plan to the NitC by Nov 15. evaluate the ,
The NitC staff inspected the facility af ter facility's anterior to deterrnine its potential

to discontinue procedures using radioactive samples from around the site to deterrmne being notified by an unidentified telephone exposure to radiation and determine the
ma terials and to decontaminate its facility. whether radioactive material has tamled
the federal agency announced Monday. the groundwater, although olhesals said caller on Sept. 30 that radioaclive water status uf rontainination outside the huildmgfrom a Cobalt tiu storage pool had spilled where the irradiation takes place. the

'The order modifying International they do not believe there has been con- onto the floor of a building on I)ec 4, sgxAesitian said.
Nutronics Inc *s operating license was tamination
iuued after an NitC inspection detected NitC spokesman Karl Abraham said Abraham said

The company also must determme

cow:ntrations of a radioactive substance. International Nutronics has a heense froin
Under the NitC order issued Friday, the possible exposure to all current and former

. Cobalt 40,in soit next to the outside walls of the agency permitting the firm to expose firm must stop using radioactive materials employees. he said.
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16-Daily Record Northwest N.J. Tuesday, November 8,1983

NRC acts in Dcver case
DOVER (AP)- The Nuclear

of radiation as a means of sterilizing

Regulatory Commission has ordered them-

a Dover firm to discontinue proce- The NRC staff inspected the facili-

dures using radioactive materials ty after being notified by an tele-
and to decontaminate its facihty, the phone caller on Sept. 30 that radioac-
federal agency announced yester- tive water had spt!!ed onto the floor

of a building on Dec. L Abrahamday.
The order modifymgInternational said. -

Nutronics Inels operatmg license Under the NRC order issued Fri-
was issued after an NRC inspection day,the firm must stop usmg radio-

detected concentrations of a radio-
active materials in irradiations, sub-

active substance. Cobalt-60,in soil mit a decontamination plan to the

next to the outside walls of the Mor- NRC by Nov.15, evaluate the facili-

ris County plant,ofLcials said. ty's interior to determine its poten-
In addition,the NRC staff will tial exposure to radiation and deter-

take samples from around the site to mine the status of contamination
determine whether radioactive ma-

outside the building where the irra-

tenal has tainted the groundwater, diation takes place, the spokesman

NRC spokesman Karl Abraham said

said International Nutronics ha's a li-
The company also must determine

cense permitting the firm to expose possible exposure to all current and

surgicalinstruments to large doses former employees, he said.
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THE STAR LEDGER, Wednesday, October 12,1983

_

Dover cenies c| anger

from radiation leak
Ra a:ier.lukage a:Internanonal .ina:ef rr.a:eria'.whiet in:!udes the con-

cre:e fix: and the tes: wells The de-
Elecucm:s Co on Route 4f and Scha- CC222:EiU05 P * '55 35 'lE*cted to

.

lev 5:ree: consa;u:es no danger te put- .

lit tultt Masor Aloo Cicchetu told take sa a nge montns tc compieleToe bcaing is beated m the vi-
the Deser Bo'ard of Aldermen last cir.ta of East Deser Elementary

Sct.d and Hamdan Field W kar'd
,

Cicchetti announced fin 6tgs on
con:am: nation found m the bcd6ng 15 'O'i SE *** J,ames MaM of deP.:2:.tr Arsena, in drasin up con-
and' te a sma'.ler de gree. outside t:. gen:y f.ans m the esen: o a fire at

;

The leakage came to the bcard5

the e ec: :ca. compac{ Of P,#"'I'ane=;ct a aeet ap ahen the board of C' O"U SIT'55'-
b.eal 6hu:t was no.nfied by the the federalg.c:a -recau: onen an. nxed that mg lun ne bd's.g bd ken m

v-
;ez-Reg;iatory Agent). -

(po . be'ng nonfied that the elec-
tronim commans miended tc move out 'l' di * hi?.been oc fires

' M Cabu said hj reviewed the
of th'e' bu:ld$nInd discovered the raia- the agency conducteda18

CC C E'T} s m ords ar.oa - some matters to be er;9g Berean inspection .a:ned. be
tr- the res2 of a water sp1L m Di. saw re 5:gt:i.can: ex:csure or dagercy of ggg

In:e:nanonal Electronics is a McCahdl and Dever Attorney

ecmprv tha: steril:2es surg::al mses Dav:d Fer.rella are insesuga'ing the
mens fne process emphys Cthl: E 5::un. and are trymg to de:ermee

Tte ager.cv :s tr. the pro:ess ci sta tre tev:. sas nx mforme: of the -
supems. g the remcval of the comam- s:i at de t.rne i: ta;;ced

.-,,
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Inspectors find
December 1982
radioactive soill

_

By PATRICI'. ARERN '
' Advance Correspondent

DOVER - A minor radioactive water
f spill at International Nutronics Inc. that

occurred in December 1982, went un-
reported, until Tuesday, and undetected

Luntillast week.
IEvidence of the spill was uncovered by

Nuclear Regulatory Commission in- i
spectors performing,a routine inspection j
because the company is moving from the
area.

Mayor Aldo Cicchetti made the accident
public at the regular meeting of the Board
of Aldermen Tuesday night. He stressed

that the spill poses
% no health hazard.

, Contaminations

levels are
extremely low, he

.. said.
', Alderman James-

Milonas expressed
the contamination
level in layman's
terms: "You can

,

drink that water *

'

;[ ' ' for five years" )
before dangerous

'

8 1

) Aldo CICChettl levels build up, and
you can " stand on the company property

I

<

for 500 hours to equal the radiation in one
x-ray."

While the spill is ednor the board j.

expressed concern about letting this t37 of -

~ l

'What disturbs' me is the amount
of time that passed between the ;}
spill and the detection.'

'

;

- Mayor Aldo Cicchetti ,
1

firm move into the Dover area in the futuW ~
"What disturbs me is the amount of time
that passed .between the spill and the j
detection," Cicchetti said.

nre Chief Gerald Sperry Jr. and Milonas
have both been inside the buildmg located
on Route 46 and Schley Street to demon-
strate that it is indeed safe.

James McCahill, a radiation protection
specialist. acting as a private citizen with
town health officials said the NCR is only 5
required to inspect every three years, or
when a move is made.

l All contaminated materials are expected $L
to be removed by December, but further

l precautionary clean-up may take six to -
eight months accordmg to estimates given
to Oechetti

. - - . - - -- , - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ . - __ _ _-.
|
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Daily Record, Northwest N.J. Wednesday, October 12, 1983 - 39

Dover: 1982 radiation ieak poses no threat
The leak was discovered recently by the investigation,it was learned the contami- nated water, sod and cement ficers, will

i EY Nuclear Regulatory Commission during a nation had occurred last December, he take six to nine months, Malonas said. He

Dady Record Statt Wrnet routme check of the operation, which is in said. added that by December al,I of (ne actave

DOVER - A radiation leak that oc- the process of closing and returning to its The cleanup, which will include the re- cobalt 60 will be removed and studies wdl

curred at a Route 44 plant near an elemen- Cahfornia headquarterg be said. After an , moval and transportation of the contami- be conducted on employees.
- - - - -

tary school about a year ago poses no
.

-

thre*t to area resideals or water supplies,.'

feder:1 officials say.
The leak at International Nutronics Inc.,

which used cobalt 40 la its sterilization of
surgical equipment, was brought to the at-
tention of town officials last week, said Ald-
erman James Milonas at last night's board

*ci aldermen meeting.
Malonas said the level of radiation found

in the water and soil at the plant is not dan-
girous. However, he said, no one is being*

alloped lan6de the bel & ding. , . ,

,

.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _
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Davy Recorc|Jo*W BELu,

This international Nutronics Inc. plant in Dover is under probe, ''
.

Dover radiation leak E-

investigated by NRC \.-
.

.

DOVER - The Nuclear Regu- been contaminated,be said the .:
levels found so far are not harm- p

latory Commi.ssion says it may *;
take months before it can confirm ful.

The leak came tolight after the ;
or deny charges that a Route 46

I plant covered up a radiation leak regulatory commissior, routinely ;
inspected the plant,which uses

nearly a year ago. radiation to sterilize pharmaceu .*
.The leak was discovered on

Sept 30 by the NRC, which noti-
tical equipment. because the ;

fied town officials on Oct. 4,said company is closing.he said Nor- e

Or. John Glenn of the commis-
mally, such inspections are done

f ston's Region I office in Penr.syl-
yearly or biennially, depending on I
what is found.Glenn said The ;

vania.
Glenn said whether Interna- plant has been at the s:te since ';

tional Nutronics Inc. concealed
1970,he said -

"The f act that (the company) E
the December 1982 leak of Cobalt did not call the NRC immediately 0
60 "will be determined later"
since mspection of the site could is the scary partJ said Mayor t

go on for months Company offi- Aldo Oechetti "Who knows tf it
a

cials were not available for com-
ever happened before?" . . .

The incident is evidence such t
ment yesterday.

facilities should not be located in t-Glenn said that while no fine
has been determined yet, the usu- densely populated areas. he said, ;

al fme for such a leak ranges addmg that once the buildmg is ;
vacated he will discourage a radi .

, from 8400 to $8.000 if a coverup
ation facihty at the site or else- , |is found, he said, any fme could be
where m town

increased
The levels of radiation found in

Officials also are concerned
,

a

I
the soil and water inside and im-

over possible hazards m case of
fire.because water could spread I

mediately surroundmg the plant the contaminatior..and 10,000 gal- |
are * shghtly over limits 7 Glenn lons of propane and an unknown ! ['))L
said And while studies are con. arnount of f cel oil border the ;
tmumF to determine if em;.!r vees
.....-.a,,,,.,,.**'*F rJa n*

_ . _ _ _ . _ . . _ _ . . _ . _ _, ._. _ _. _ - _ _ . ~ . _ _ _ . . _ _ _ _ _ . _ .
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Nutronics denies cover-up of leak
been working on it," Parker said. there is a potential for a hazard. the town

Cy LIV OSBY And when the discovery of low level ra- should be notified. It's our right to know."
DMy Recorc Staf Wnter

diation coDtaminatior. was made at the Parker said plant is be g shu n
DOVER - An official of International plant again this past September,he said the g

Nctrorucs Inc denies there was a cover-up NRC was notified once again' would not justify its reopening and because
of a radiation leak that occurred nearly a But Dr. John Glens of the NRC Region I

headquarters decided to concentrate its ef-
year ago at the Route 46 plant. office reiterated his earlier comment that i rts on the West Coast.

-

"At no time did we atternpt to cover up the leak was discovered Sept 30 during a
the leak." said Gregory Parker, corporate . routine inspection ordered because the fa-
counsel and vice president of the Califor- cihty was in the process of closing He also
nia based company. said the commission was not notified of the

Parker said the leak was the result of a December 1982 leak and that it was the

broken rod which allowed Cobalt 60 to en- NRC which informed the town of the leak
ter a poolin 1974 which was immediately on Oct. 4. ,

reported to the Nuclear Regulatory Com- *We didn't notify the town because it is ;
mission The break was repaired,be said, our belief there was no pubbe health haz- i
but recurred in October of 1982 when the ard." Parker said "If there had been any |
commission was notified again. question of a hazard, we would have noti-

"The NRC accepted our plan for repair fled the town immediately."
and cleanup and for the last year we've But Mayor Aldo Cicchetti said," Anytime

., ,

l
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Scene
Radiation zoned out

DOVER - A proposed zon-
. ing :hange in t*e Bassett High-

w23 area that wesid exclude
radiat on f a:d i es is the first
step in the ex !asion of that ,

kind of industry eisewhere in
15*n off. cia!s 5ay.

The new hgat indust y zone,
which Could be approved within
a month, wou': permit radia-
tion only in the form of X rays
and X-ray eosoment Mayor
Aldo CiC0heit said at last
night s board of a:0ermen
meeting that once the new
zone is adopted ''then we will

,

investigate other zones.
CiCChett. has sa c tne town is

too develope 0 and too residen-
tial for such facihties particu-
larly in light of the recently dis-
Covered rad.ation leak at
International Nutronics on
Route 46

.

.

,

-
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Radioactive waste shipment delayed
DOVER - he first shipments of radioactive medical equipment with Cobalt 60. Results from

waste scheduled to be transported from asadia- that samphng. which should reveal any ground

tion f acihty here were delayed because of prob water contamination. are expected to be avail-

lems arranging for a truck, a federal official said able next week, he said.

yesterday. Glenn said he will meet with representatives
The waste, which resulted from a December

from International Nutroni6 Cahforma head-1982 radiation leak at International Nutromes,
was due to be shipped last week. said Dr. John quarters in about two weeks when their cleanup

schedule is due But be had no further informationGlenn of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's
regarding the alleged coverup of the radiation

Region I office leak at the f acihty. An mvestigation is ongoing, he
Glenn said that drilhng of test wells began this

saidweek around the Route 46 plant, which sterihred

Am
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NRC acts in Dover case
DOVER (AP)- The Nuclear

of radauon as a means of sterilizing

Regulatory Commission has ordered them
The NRC staff inspected the facili-a Dover firm to discontmue proce-

dures using radioactive materials ty af ter be.ng notified by an tele-
and to decontammate its f acility,the phone caller on Sept 30 that radioac-
federal agency announud yester- tive water had spilled onto the floor

of a builing on Dec.4, Abrahamday.
The order modifying Interr.ational said

.

Nutronics loc /s operaung beense Under the NRC order issued Fri-
was issued after an NRC mspection day the firm must stop using radio-

detected concentrations of a radio-
actne materials m irra6ations, sub-

active substance. Cobalt-60,in soil mit a decontammation plan to the

next to the outside walls of the Mor- SRC by Nov 15. evaluate the facili-

ris County plant. officials said. ty's mterior to determme its poten-
In addition,the NRC staff will tial opesure to radiation and deter-

take samples from around the site to mine the status of contammation
determine whether ra6catuve ma-

cutside the buildmg where the irra-

terial has tairited the groundwater. diation takes place.the spokesman

NRC spokesman Karl Abraham said

said International Nutronics has a b.
The company also must determine

cense permitttog the firm to expose possible exposure to all current and

surgicalinstruments te large doses fortrar emplo3ees; he said
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