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Mr. Joseph M. Hendrie
Chairman

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1717 B Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20555

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed is a letter from my constituent, Max H. Schwartz of
Bedford, Kentucky, relating to his concern about the confusion
surrounding various reports on the quality of the construction
of the Marble Hill Nuclear Power facility being built by Public
Service Indiana.

I can assure you Mr. Schwartz is not the only person in the
area concerned about this matter and that the app-ehension reflected
in his letter is widespread throughout much of ry District along the

Ohio River.

I would appreciate it if you could ha~e Mr. Schwartz's letter
reviewed and provide me with a response with which to reassure not
only him and the others who share his doubts and apprehension, but
myself as well -- that safety is not being short-cut at Marble Hill.

Thanking you in advance, I am

Sincerely yours,

Gene Snyder

cc: Max Schwartz s
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April 21, 1981

Mr. Gene Snyder

Member of Congress
House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Snyder:

This letter is written in memorandum of our conversation
of this date (April 21, 1981) regarding my concerns about the
recent developments relative to Public Service Indiana's receiv-
ing NRC approval to resume safety-related work at the Marble Hill
Nuclear Power Plant site.

Enclosed are copies of two articles which appeared in the
""Madison-Courier."

In the article dated March 28, 1981, wherein it is reported
that PSI has been given approval by the NRC to resume safety-
related work, it is stated that two independent consultants
retained by the NRC to review existing concrete work have made
initial determinations that the existing concrete work is
structurally scund; however, it is stated that the report of
these two consultants has yet to be completed. As far as I
know, the NRC ias yet to receive the completed reports. Nothing
1s said within the article regarding the findings of a third
independent ~onsultant which was selected by Save the Valley,
Dr. Michae) Cassaro, of the University of Louisville. The en-
closed arcicle of March 25, 1981, seems to indicate that Dr.
Cassaro’'s initial determinarion on the matter is that existing
concrete work is not structurally sound.

It is my understanding that when the NRC agreed to allow
independent engineers to inspect the plant site and make reports
concerning the structural soundness of critical concrete work,
the NRC agreed to not allow P°I tc resume safety-related work
until such reports had been reviewed. The enclosed articles
seemed to indicate that the NRC allowed safety-related work to
be resumed prior to reviewing the final reports of the indepen-
dent inspectors. From what I can glean from these articles, it
appears that the two California independent inspector's initial
determination are that existing concete work is sound. On the
other hand, Dr. Cassaro's initial findings are that concrete
work is not sound.
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Mr. Gene Snyder
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Page Two

It appears to me that the NRC has not kept its word on these
matters in that it has allowed safety-related word to resume prior
to reviewing the final reports by the independent inspectors and
to add insult to injury, the NRC has allowed safety-related work
to be resumed in the face of conflicting reports regaraiag the
construction of critical areas.

I would very much appreciate it if your office would coatact
the NRC and try to obtain an explanation regarding these matters.
I would very much like to believe that the NRC has the situation
at Marble Hill under control and that I can rest assurred that
the NRC is making every effort to insure that the Marble Hill
facility will be safe. However, if the NRC continues to go back
on its word and displays every appearance that it is trying to
cover up" the independent inspectors' reports, I cannot help but
lose faith with the NRC.

Your attention to this matter will be greatly appreciated and
I'm sure that your continued interest in the matter is of value
to all concerned.

With warm personal regards, I am

MHS: js
Enclosures
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stugent gt the junior high. Miss Sheldon and Miss KnoMond were olternates Oor the scholarships proumod by Psi lota
Ai and Tri Koppae sororities and the Madison Music Club. (Staff photo by Steve White.)

Marble Hill concrete tests said

inadequate: independent engineer

The independent engineer selected by
save The Valley to study the concrete tests
al Public Serwice Indiana’s nuciear power
piant at Marble Hill claims the tests were
nadequale

Dr. Michael Cassaro of the University of
Lomsville said the lests need 10 be ex-
panded 'n ensure the concrete work meets
sueral salety standards

said in two reports sent !o the
iwlear Regulatory Commission that too
W uitrasound tests were done to assure at
eas! a 95 percent chance of accuracy, as
required bv the NRC

Sixty tests, each invoiving about a clbic
yard of concrete, were done at the piant
The safery-related structures have about

¥¥) cubic yards of concrete, according

("assaro s reports

Not even 500 lests. the tests said. wouid
tee with 9 percent accuracy that

NRC safety standards. In the tests
isound waves were beamed intn the

concrete and their echoes measured (o {ind
air pockets

Save The Valley President Robert Gray
said Cassaro told lum that 700 concrete
'esis would guarantee at least 95 percent
accuracy

Two independent California engineers
hired by the NRC to student the concrete
est findings are expected to complete
(hetr reports soon. The NRC said that their
study 1s expected (o support test findings
that the concrate is safe

Gaston Fiorelli, NRC branch chief of
proect inspection in Chicago, said he had
already received a verbal report that the
two Califorma engineers have concluded
they have no problems with the quality of
the concrete

PSI is currently waiting for word from
the NRC to begin all safety-reiated work
The utility has already received per
mission to do some salety-related work
. Froredl; said that f the. Califorma
engineers report supmorts the concrete
tests as expected. the resumption of all

construction wouid be ‘‘fairly imminent. "’

Barton Grabow, PSI vice president-
public reiations, toid The Madison Courer
today that “the NRC has expressed full
confidence in the reliablicy of the
evaluation of in-place concrete at Marbie
Hill, based on findings of two independent
concrete specialists retained by the NRC
Public Service Indiana shares that con-
fidence. "

In a March 20 letter to Cassaro,
professor of civil eagineering at the
University of Louisville, from James G
Keppler, director of Region 3 of the NRC,
said that based on four separate
evaluation methods used by the con-
suitants. “The NRC has concluded that the
quality of in-place concrete at Marbie Hill
has teen adequately assessed. . o this ex-
tent M RC requirements have been met."

The two California engineers who
examined Lhe concrete studies (orthe NRC
were Alfred L. Parme and Roland C.
Hamm, both of San Diego, Calif

Ranch Supermarket owner Haston
purchases Red & White Food Store

Ernest R Haston. founder of Ranch
spermarkets. [nc.. Greensburg, has pus-
nased the Red & White Food Store on
Madison s hilltop at 2106 Lanier Drive

The store which was aiso formerly Pick
+ Pack IGA No 2 became the Ranch
~upermarket on Monday of this week
Haston purchased the grocery from E
jiernaus & Sons. Inc. Vincennes That

mpany had purchased it just about a

far ag

Haston, who was the recipient of the 1981
Greensburg Area Chamber of Commerce
Community Service Award this month,
founded Ranch Supermarkets. Inc.., in
1965. The corporation now inciudes five
such stores as wedl as Sunnycrest
Distributors, Bo-Ka Shop, Circle Printing,
Ohio River Realty, and Muiti-Rand

A native of Sparta. Tenn., Haston was
one of mne children. being one of a set of
twins. His parents. Smith and Ethel
Haston, now reside in Anderson

re graduateqd from White County

High

now does supermarket consulting in over
30 states and Canada and owns a farm in
Decatur County

Haston s a member of the board of
directors of the Decatur County Bank and
the Bible Baptist Church.

He and his wife, the former Betty Jo
Schiabach, a native of Anderson, have four
children — Susan, 29, principal and
teacher at Indiana Christan Academy in
Anderson; Marc, 27. printer at Circle Prin-
ting in Greensburg. Greg, 2, manager of
the Bo-Ka Florist Shop in Greensburg and
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PSI gets NRC

ap

proval to resume

Marble Hill safety-related work

Pubbc&rvmlnh-mm:p
provaHmmﬂuthuRﬂ.lryCcm-
Mission (o resume safety-reiated work at
LS nuc'ear power plant at Marbie Hilj.

PSI expects 10 resume work on safety-
mmmmummmw
within 2 week Work was haited some 18
months ago because of quality assurance
and construction problems.

“The of safety related con-
Struction has bzen a deliberate pain-
slaking process but we're very confident
that the nuciear experience we've added
over the last year and a half and the
changes we've made will assure safe con-
struction at Marble Hill" said SW
Shieids, senior vice president-muciear for
PSI. "Naudt!ncmdiﬁa-'wmm
smudauumddnyl."

Spectors Lo determine the adequacy of the
work.

Unrestricted suthority o continue the
work will mtb-mrudmlunmhty
demonstrates its quality assurance and
construction management programs are
being adequately implemented, the NRC
said

Victor Stello Jr., director of the NRC's
Office of Inspection and Enforcement, said

that all safety-related work could now
progress except that which would cover
concrete areas not yet adequateiy
evaluated and repaired to thé-satisfaction
of inspectors from the NRC's Chicago

regional office
Although Shields didn't expect em-
ployment leveis 1o make immediate,

dramatic jumps, a gradual increase will
be noted. The company now employs 550
workers at the plant and will see a peak
level of 2,000-3 000 workers

The safety-reiated areas where PS] will
re-start work are those which apply (0 the
nuciear part of the plant such as the con-
tainment building which hoids the nuclear
reactor. said PSI officials.

PSI was allowed o continue its con-
struction schedule for non-safety related
areas such as a turbine generating
building, cooling towers and a switchyard
after the 197 order. And, the NRC had per-
mitted some safety-related work such as
piping and ejectrical insulation to begin in
December 1980

The latest authorization also inciudes
removal and replacement of all patches
previously made to repair surface defects
in the concrete

An NRC investigation in 1979 determined
that many patches were made improperiy
An NRC review of tests and examinations

mmmmmmm
work is structurally sound.

Two consultants retained
bvth-NRCmJulyxnmmnmlu‘u
concrete work have also made an initial
Mmmmmmm
S structurally sound. The report of two
California consultants — Rolland C.
HammudAMndLPm—umtu-
pacudtobnmplaod!ontbuml
weeks

The company projects the first unit of
mcnohmmmpumvulplm
commercial operation in late 1988 and 3
second unit due in late 1987

Shhuahomdammmm
{athomjcanﬂr.ultmul-lu&
percent savings over the life of the nuciear
plant when compared o other alter-
nauves, including natural gas generation.
Which was suggescer in recent Save The
Valley latters to the uaility

The cost of extendng the proposed
Ahlnnnnummmphmfmau'aco
to Mldhm.mecoudblnldinnnlnnl
mﬁredmm'Munotum
prtmnmdbyfmuhm.mom
effect of decontrol of natural gas prices
and the cost of scrapping most the Marbie
Hill equipment all would make the 'ies in-
{easible and prohibitively rcpensive,
Shieids said.

Herman Yater to retire Tuesday;

has been PSI mana

By STEVE WHITE
Hmnanmumumyy-n
‘n the business of ing electricity
when herour-My.
Yater Manager of the Madison district
for Public Service Indians hegan hie

Lo 5
| AR

gers

ince 1959

said. "Itmmmdl;uwwrdﬁ_;
{ric operation ever had in Madison by far

He said that businesses and dairies sent
food for the men to eat during the ume
Lhey were in Madison.
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