UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASKINGTON, D.C. 20588

May 13, 1983

Peux®

OFFICE OF THE
CoiMISSIONER

MEMORANDUM FOR: Executive Dicectqr for Operations‘/’///f
FROM: John Ahearne

y

SUBJECT:. MEETING WITH YANCASTER RESIDENTS

At the request of Public Affairs, on Wednesday 1 met with a group of
concerned citizens from Lancaster, Pennsylvania. During the meeting one
member provided the attached "Summary of Medical Material.® 1 promised to
prov.de some NRC response. 1 recognize the attachment is sketchy and refers
to issues which we have addressed many times. )

Nevertheless, I would sppreciate your providing a response which 1 could use
in reply. A proposed draft by the end of May would be appreciated. The
reply should be addressed to Ms, Brenda A, Witmer.
Attachment v R
e/s ~

cc: Chairman Palladino
OPA '




SUMMARY OF MIDICAL MATERIAL

Altheugh ihese Save been accounts, affidavits and stories by area .
residents about the physical hazm that has oc.wcred possidbly as a result
of the accident at DT Unit 2 during Farsh of 1579, these allegations
rave not been taken sericusly by the state. Other people have t&ﬁca thez
seriously and have cone ltpﬁios to investigate tbqir validity.
One such group is a Japanese h:sh;:d and wife research teaz who cane
to niedlotovn during the suzzer of 1682 and spent eight months intervieving
" over 200 pecple. A dock entitled Klling Quz Ovm, written by Hasvey
. Nassersan and Nerman Solezan (Dell, 1682), cescribes uca; of the problezs

that TMI area :oqieoats have faced since thc'1979 accident, The last three .

chaptess ave titled “How Much padiation?,” "Anizals Died at Three Mile
Island” and "Pecple Died at Thoee Mile Islant.” Ezccz;tidc froz Chapter
13
First and foremest, the utility, the NIC and the industry
srove to miainize the public tmzression of how puch radiation
rad escaped at Three Mile Islend, and how dangerous it night be
Fron Chapter 12:

On Az=il 12, fer exanple, in the Ellst ef the crisis, an
wpt official nazed lake BatfTets conseded tnat roniters in the
siant stacrs "gid not proviie Accunie seadings of absclute
geantities of spdlonctivity Teleasel lumng the accident.”
“igh mdlation levelr, said Barzett, nal d=iven monitors "eoff
scale” and rendered tnes useless.” .

1n Juse, Altext Clilsen, & spdiaticon supzort section ehief who co-authered
shbe X'y fizal repest ¢n TMT esissicns cinsizmed the prodles, Testilying
Ln frent of the five NXC cossisgioners, Clisen sald “ALl the mdlation

ssecegsy L8 BSAE VERT SUASK. VRATS W osesr tr B0 2f ahe mlanien esciyes,




went eff scele, the morming of the accident., The stack moniioers had teen
essentially veeless curing and after the accident.”

Included are the three chapiers of ihis deeok fer your ;c.nm.l.

Ia Chapter 13, "Anizals Died at Three Mile Island,” Dr. Robert Weber
went before a hearing of the Public Utilities Coznissien in Mazch of 1680
and gave public testimeny oo the accident, Also included is an interview
with Dr. Weber by the Japanese research ‘teaxl.
1n Crapter 14, "Fecple Died at Three Mile Island,” there is & discus-

sisn adbout Gerden Macleod, Secretary of Health during the accident. Dr.

. Macleod was fired eight months after the accident. The state media charac~

terised Maclecd's firing "State .o\;'cr-..nat's narshest critic of the way

. the Therzburgh adzinistration responded to the Three Mile Island u:eucnt.

and that may have been why he vas fired.” Quoting froa tho'book:

Yacleod's problems with hornburgh had degun on March 29,
the day after nevs of radicactive releases fres T began to spread.
vacleod had, ia his worcs, »Becommended, and on the next day
urged the govermor, {n the strongest possible terms, to call for
dejarture of pregnant women and young children from an erea :
winin five miles of Three Mile Island.” Macleod t0ld us later
that 4f he had a chance to do it over he would have urged the
departure of childzen i3 puterty, who are also extraordinarily
radiation sensitive, !

Tacluded are scme studles putlished by Dr. Vacleod. One is Some
pitlic Eealth lessons fzom Thoee Mile Jeiends A Case Study in Chaos

(asvic, Boyal Swedllsh Acadeny of Sciences.) Queting from the suzsary of
the stuly: A .

=ne inadeguacy of reastes desifs, tafety contrels, and pan~

pever training vere set the only preilens 30 surface in the wake

¢ Theee Yile Island, Dr, Macleod arp.es rAt Fennsylvanis's

sublic health sector was, and stils e, veefully unprepared for

s suclear accident. Furthermere, anrragneut the erisis decisions

affecsing public healih were pade Ty engLnees and physicists instead
" ef shysicians, The auther goints it Lne cranging pattemns of

mypestyTelileR sefere and after 0t accident, wWith 8 tenfold

(eamabte LEmeAiRtAlY devevingd ef v TeRItET gites Lo Fermsylvarials
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1o deal wiih future reacier accilents.

Diner papers by Dr. Macleol include Yedical Bthics in ine Nocleas
ige and & Bele fez Pablc Fealts in she juelees hee ( Anesiced Jeummel
of Pudlic Health, Fareh 1582, Vel. 2 Me. 3).

Joother, controversy that arcse concerned the Pennsylvania Departzent
of Fealth studies lead by Dr. George Tokchata. Again, Chapter 1b deals
gudte extensively with the discregancy ‘:cwu.h Dr. Tokohata's aciual findings
and what the press releases were reporting.

Dz. ﬁuco Mehlhelt, & biogeneticist with the Envircnmental Cancer

" preventicn Center iz Philadelphia, now teaching ot Eaverfori University,
conducted & study on Bislerical Bffects of the Accitent at Tares Mle |

Island, Ke presented this testimcny &' the US NRC TMI Restazt Hearings
{n Farrisburg, Masch 1€, 1981, Quoting frem his study: . .

The GPU Ezergency 7lan thus aitenpts to lull the gublie .
tnto a false sense of secusity t=at they are dbeing protected
above and beyond those mdlaticn protection guidelines set Yy
she IPA. In fact, the truih is the opposite, The GPU Imergency
7lan gisrepresents tbe sense of TPi GHFXEs and based its "extma
peasure of pudlic protection” Ipen shis distorted interpretation.
Purthersore, i3 failing to put aoy potential releases ¢
radionuelides %o the public resiling near Three Mile Island
{nte the context of the accident at TAI 2, the CPU Emergency
?lan overlocks the cusulative satuze of sadiation-induced
carcinogenic and putagenic damage 0 the public.

In 1682 the Jajanese researsh tedz {ntervieved over 200 pecple whe

, sadd they u;c:‘.ar.coé A strange taste it the mouth after the accident, ¥he

-

gzelled an clor 1Lke Susnt petal, wie wad dryness of ihe pooth and shooat,

er sunturn-like sensaticns en wnels pikn,  Scme pecple claized they hal -

tearing and irTiiatien ef the eyes, tLgriness ¢f treath, or nauser and diasThen

Saering free the sesinconing ook, TnItt liat 1slend Revisited:

In additien to pecple’s &m prpesience during the fays
¢f 4o astident, there weze g nuster ¢f sudden deaths of adult
PTI T ST ef gelliuimmng Lni ReWREIT deaths Loeng he



iomestic anizals in the vicinity of the plant. Thea, through
-ne “ollowing =snihs, hundreds cf cats died frem unlnewsn ill-
-gsses, ané new, three and one nals years after ranadng into
gei 1 birihs and C- sections, & local vererinerian is witnessing
a “acee-fold increase in cancer cases of pets and livestock.

v.¢ yategiris etk why have these c;iléhcs not beexd taken up by or
caught ty he imse-est of the countzy's sedical and health experts? Is
4nig anciher case ol the traditional coverup? or is there a built in in-
seasitivity in toclay's nealth sciences, whose highly systexitized pethod~
ology it too elien for such bizarze local episodes?

Tne Katigiris continue:

There is, howvever, cone vell ascertained fact: A standard
azgazent pervades and is openly spoken about within the American
scd entific establishzent. The arguenent goes &S follovs: The
local farmers' and the veteriarians' allegations were scientif-
fecally discredited and claizs of symptoms by hupans should be
considered, rather, in the realn of psychology. This is & pex-,
vession worthy of extensive socioclinical study, for there is
an spparent pathological cozplexity involved here, Scientists
have even failed to consider atzospheric phencmena, vhich many
iceal people otserved, and vhich would legically have been exp~
ected to occur due to the radiocactive releases.

Included is one of these intesviews frez Three Mile Island Revisited.
It is akout )cciy Meese who is a )2 year old nurse sho lives in Middletown

with her husband and 4 year old caughter, Fazm, who has been diagnosed as

L

naving cataracts Lo toth eyes,
A guzsary of the Xatagiri research states that:
1. Fusdzeds of pecple experienced & strong netallic taste {a their mouths.

Sone jeczle neticed that the alr veesed very heavy, and their voices sounded

c€iat.

2., Izmess of ihe peuth and throat Vas txzesienced; eften soreness and .

.-J'
rusming sensatien; persistent thisst.

3, Het sensaiions ¢f the skin, partieulesiy e the face and arms, cften
B

seauiting 0 8 “guadusn®,

L. treitatien of the eyes, BuTing and tMnig.



5. Tight chest, shemness éf roeath, bumming in lings.
¢. Nausea anc scoetines veriting., AnXIouS feeling in the stomach.
7. TIiazzher ih&t sersisted in scoe ceses for weeks and acniks.
E. An aczea nurse who bcc;nc vesy 411 aftex ihe Lcczcénz r2s hed recuzTent
s3lotching ef the skin and duming ¢f her cheexs anc nost=ils, These &5
recurTing cutbreaks correlate exactly with rediation venting i&to: adzitied
vy GPU.
§. Tvo ceatisis practicing in Levisberry Towmship, en the west shore of th;
river acress froz T, noticed & fogging or tanding of X- ray 11139 exposed
on Wed. Yarch 28, 1§79 and Thurs, yarch 2§, 1579, Fils frea the same batch
_ exposed before the accident was normal. Neither dehtist knew of the acci-
dent until Thurséay night, March 2§.
10, Cne physician i3 Coldsboro reporis & pronounced incredse in leukexzia
erd 1ymphese starting about ene yeaz afier the accident. '
1. Cne physician iz New Custerland reperis increases {n underactive thyreids,
rashes and ctiher der=ateclogical probless, and 2 and one hall yeass after
the accident observed & doubling of cclon cancer.
In a 2 page symepsis of the Katagizi findings, the Thoee Mile Island
Public Fesearth Center cencludes witin th; follewing quote: :
The governzent refuses 1o acxnevwleige the tremendcus cost
of this accident in hunan suffering when the tsuth is that the
death tell is mounting and the agony of these diseases have human
zaces and naces, They are cur friends and fasilies.
avid Burger, attemey wieh Burger & llentague, Friladelznia, has wen
o $25-riliien class actien sudt apaines Genemal Public veisdties, Included
i the sult was & $5- nillien putlic healtn sund, intended to bon,fst the
seople within & 25 sile madius of 2., 2. Juzger has srsentled soze of
ahe wezlid's mest exinent pinds en zadiation, On yaseh 2830 16E3 he held

& publie ferman e suclear power in wigatgsswn, Citizens net with this eminent



| goeus of pecple, craired by Dr. Karl 2. Mezgen, Arther Uptea of NYU, Hire

vese of Hireshiza, Dr. Dlean Atmtrson, IT. Ewam Padfexd, Ian MoHarg, Frank
Ven Hizsle, Jan 3eyes, Ceczge Wocdwell, &nd others. The fomua pfrticzptnts
were tskei to cenduct & lengitudinal ticzedical health st;dy en the pecple
who were within the 10 mile radius at the tline e the accideat. They w;:o
also eskeéd <o conduct a zublic health stucy ef the workers at TMI since its
osening in 1674; to fund the Katagiri project and to devote the health fund's .
siiliens only to the study of problexs of these in the T area.
irea citizens are asking the news media to look into these issues, to

csll.thcsc chncnt professors, study the questicns, and learn if there really

~is 2 tig story here....




