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SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO PETITION TO EXTEND THE OPERAt(@fl.IFE J
OF NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS: FIXING EXPIRATION A ~
OF OPERATING LICENSES

By letter dated September 11. 1981, the Council on Energy Indeptndence filed
a petition for rulemaking (PRM 50-30) requesting that the Comusion amend,

10 CFR 50.51 to restore the originally intended operating life (about 35
years)ofnuclearpowerplants, (Seeenclosure.)

In so doing, the petitioner raises a question about the method by which the
Comission fixes the expiration date of operating licenses for nuclear power
plants.

First, the petitioner assumes that the Comission would have to amend 10 CFR
50.51 in order to tie the expiration date of operating licenses to the date
of operating license issuance.

A staff member of the Regulations Division, ELD, a61ses, however, that there
is no need to amend 10 CFR 50.51 because ',ts text pemits the Comission to
issue an operating license for a fixed period from 0 years to 40 years from
the date of issuance of the operating license. (Under 10 CFR 50.51 where
operation of a facility is involved, the Commission issues the license for
the tem requested by the applicant or for the estimated useful life of the
facility if the Comission determines that the estimated useful life is less
than the tem requested, but in no case to exceed 40 years from the date of
issuance.)
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Second, the petitioner assumes that the Comission's method of fixing the
expiration date of operating licenses if. pemissive: a j

" Traditionally, the Consissior.'nas iss'wd (herating LitaNA is ,

(OL) for nuclear power plant 6 for a tem of 40 yea _rs from the
,

date of Construction Pemit (CP) issuance." i h'
H, ,

To address this particular pdMt| it has been su)ing the OL tofhe date of CP
resud that RES should briefly

state the basis for the current policy of backdat
-

issuance y',RES has been assigned De task of responding to P864 fig-30, primarily
on the besis'that no significant 5 9al''issuesto.' policy issues Ars involved

#a in preparing the Comissions's response.) /
V

s. .

Ac'cordkr. gly $yourassistanceisrequestedinlocating'andprovidingmewith '

an.y legal memorandum, legal opinion, policy statement, office technical post- 3,
d tion, or/ ether document that estabitshes the basis for the Commission's fixing ,;

the expir4cion date of operating' licenses on the annivemar/ of the issuance
date of construction pemits for nuclear power plants. If no such document is
available, piene let sa knod so that fact can be taken into account in the
Commission's response to PRM 50-30.

.I
,

* %

-

12,1982, will sheappewr/atedbecausethe
4),Your reply to my requot by MarcherP.) atAd c.ompletion date for this bJsigned taskK6 months after the start date

i

1 of Tibruary 17, 1982) it based on the staff's efhets to comply with Consission .

)' '(' trd.tives for timely repponses to mWr petitions ,for rulemaking.
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