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On 11/11/96, at 2304 CST, an Engineered Safety Features (ESF) Feedwater Isolation Signal (FWIS)and
a Motor Driven Auxiliary Feedwater Actuation Signal (MDAFAS) occurred due to the water level in
the "A’” Steam Generator (S/G) increasing to the high level trip setpoint. The Main Feedwater Regulation
Valve (MFRV) bypasses were being transferred to the MFRVs during a plant startup. Subsequently, on
11/12/96, at 0234 hours, a high vibration alarm was received on ‘B’ Reactor Coolant Pump (RCP). The
licensed operators tripped the RCP at 0242 hours. The plant entered Technical Specification (T/S)
3.4.1.1 which required that. with less than all reactor coolant loops in operation, the plant be shutdown.
The T/S was exited when the plant entered Mode 3 at 0430 hours. This event is reportable under
10CFR50.73(a)(2)(iv) due to automatic actuation of ESF and 10CFR50.73(a)2)(i)(A) due to
completion of a T/S required plant shutdown.

The cause of ‘A" S/G high level trip was difficulty in controlling S/G water. Reactor output was not
maintained ahead of steam demand which made S/G water level control difficult with a positive
moderator temperature coefficient. The cause of the high shaft vibration on the ‘B° RCP was pump
imua'ance coupled with reactor coolant system temperature change that occurred following the FWIS.
Corrective actions included evaluating procedures that control the plant from 5% to 30% reactor power
to provide more efficient sequencing of operator actions to control S/G water level during MFRV
transfers. The "B’ RCP was rebalanced prior to restarting the RCP.
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BASIS FOR REPORTABILITY:

On 11/11/96, at 2304 CST, an Engineered Safety Features (ESF)'" Feedwater Isolation Signal (FWIS)
and a Motor Driven Auxiliary Feedwater Actuation Signal (MDAFAS) occurred due to the water level
in the ‘A" Steam Generator (S/G)"”’ increasing to the high level trip setpoint. This event is reportable
under 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(iv) due to automatic actuation of Engineered Safety Features (ESF).

Subsequent to the above event, the ‘B’ Reactor Coolant Pump (RCP)"” was tripped due to high
vibration levels and the plant was shut down per the Action Statement of Technical Specification (T/S)
3.4.1.!1. Completion of a T/S required plant shutdown is reportable pursuant to

10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(A).

PLANT CONDITION AT TIME OF EVENT DISCOVERY:

Mode | - Power Operations
Reactor Power - 12%
Reactor Coolant System Temperature (average) - 563 degrees F

Reactor _oolant System Pressure - 2233 psig

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT:
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On 11/11/96, a plant startup was in progress in accordance with OTG-ZZ-00003, “Plant Startup Hot
Zero Power to 30% Power.” Reactor power was at 6 %, with S/G water levels stable at 50%, when the
licensed ¢ perators closed the generator output breaker at 2241 hours. Power ascension continued and at
2257 hours, with reactor power at approximately 12% and generator load at approximately 100 MWe,
the Main Feedwater Regulation Valve (MFRV)™ bypasses were transferred to the MFRVs in
accordance with OTN-AE-00001, “Feedwater System.” During this transfer, S/G water level
fluctuations occurred and at 2304 hours, level in the ‘A’ S/G increased to the high level trip setpoint.
This led to a Main Turbine'”’ Trip, FWIS, and a Main Feedwater Pump (MFP)"® trip with resultant

MDAFAS. The licensed operators responded to the event in accordance with OTO-AC-00001, “Turbine
Trip,” and stablized reactor power at 0.3%.

Subsequent to the above event, on 11/12/96, at 0234 hours, a high vibration alarm was received on ‘B’
RCP with shaft vibration above 15 mils. The licensed operators responded to this event in accordance
with OTO-BB-00002, “RCP Off-Normal™ which required tripping the pump due to greater than 2
mils/hour increase in the shaft vibration when the shaft vibration is above 15 mils. The ‘B’ RCP was
tripped at 0242 hours and the plant entered the Action Statement for T/S 3.4.1.1 which required that,
with less than all reactor coolant loops in operation, the plant be shutdown to Mode 3 within 6 hours.
The Action Statement was exited when the plant entered Mode 3 at 0430 hours.

ROOT CAUSE:

The root cause of ‘A’ S/G high level trip was difficulty in controlling S/G water levels during the
transfer of feedwater flow from the MFRV bypasses to the MFRVs. The primary contributor to this
event was reactor output was not maintained ahead of steam demand which made S/G water level
control difficult with a positive moderator temperature coefficient.

The root cause of the high shaft vibration on the ‘B’ RCP was pump imbalance coupled with reactor
coolant system temperature change that occurred following the FWIS.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS:

1. Operations procedures that control the plant startup / shutdown from 5% to 30% reactor power have
been evaluated to enhance precautions / limitations and provide a more efficient sequencing of operator
actions to control S/G water level during MFRV transfers.
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2. The "B’ RCP was rebalanced prior to restarting the RCP. In addition, guidance for operating the ‘B’
RCP at higher vibration levels was incorporated in OTO-BR-00002.

SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE:

The ESF systems performed as designed in response to high S/G water level. The ESF actuations had no
impact on plant safety. The plant shutdown, in response to the high vibration level on the ‘B’ RCP, was

performed in accordance with T/S. This event did not affect public health and safety.

PREVIOUS OCCURRENCE:

The following event was similar to this event in that the ESF actuations occurred due to a S/G water
level exceeding the high level trip setpoint. However, the previous occurrence involved testing at low
power which created plant conditions different than this reported event.

LER 92-003-00; ULNRC - 2568 dated 2/24/92.

FOOTNOTES:

The system and component codes listed below are from IEEE Standarc: R05-1985 and 803A-1984.

(1) System - JE

(2) System - AB, Component - SG
(3) System - AB, Component - P
(4) System - SJ, Component - FCV
(5) System - TA, Component - TRB

(6) System - SJ, Component - P




