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Dear Mr. Scherer:

On September 14, 1978, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission established a
new Pipe Crack Study Group which was to evaluate recent pipe and safe
end cracking experience relative to previous staff conclusions and
recommendations. The bases for establishing the new Study Group were
(1) the discovery of cracks in the inner surface of large-diameter
austenitic stainless steel piping (recirculation 1ines) in a BWR and
(2) questions concerning the capability of ultrasonic detection methods
to detect small cracks.

The new PCSG reviewed existing information that either was contained in
written records or had been collected through meetings in this country

and in foreign countries. The review was in the context of changes
occurring since the preparation by the original Pipe Cracking Study

Group of NUREG-75/067 "Technical Report--Investigation and Evaluation

of Cracking in Austenitic Stainless otee) Piping of Boll1ing Water Reactor
PTants". ghe conclusions and recommendations of the new Pipe Crack Study
Group are presented in the enclosed “Investigation and Evaluation of Stress
Corrosion Cracking in Piping of Light Water Reactor Plants", NUREG-0531.
This report is for your §n7ormation and comment. Also enclosed 1s a cop

of a related Federal Register Notice.

The NRC staff will review the Study Group report and its conclusions/
recommendations and any comments received about the report. Following
this review, the staff will decide what further actions, if any, are
required for the licensing and operation of reactors.

Sjncerely,

EfséfAhut, Ueplty Director
Division of Operating Reactors
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Cormasion Cracking in Piping of Light Watr
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AGENCY: U.B. Nuclesr Regulstory
Comunission,

ACTION: Request for public comment
on NUREQ-0831 “Investigstion and
Evalustion of Biress Corrosion Crack-
ing In Piplng of Light Waler Resctor
Plana' February 1979,

BUMMARY: On September 14, 1978,
the Nuclear Regulatory Commlssion
established & new Pipe Crack Study
Oroup. The Oroup was 0 evaluste
recent pipe and safe end cracking ex-
perience reiative to previous staf! con-
clusions and recommendations. The
NRC seeks public commen. on the
report which summarizes the Qroup's
review and conclusions,

DATES. The pubdlic comment period
expires May 15, 1979,
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Dirsclor, Divuion of Operaling
mmku'z:?r nnc-

sclor Repulation
OPR Doc. 9-¥708 Pled 3-13-99; 844 am)

ah L@.‘;&Tp;‘ 5



