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ASHFORD NUCLEAR CENTER
G.P.O.. Box 64

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 00936

$
April 3, 1985 r.

ES
to

3
J. Philip Stohr, Director ff
Division of Radiation Safety
.and Safeguards. $7
United States Nuclear
Regulatory Commission
101 Marietta St. N. W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr. Stohr :

Because of the absence o f Mr. Millon, Administrator o f
the Ashford Memorial Community Hospital, I have been
requested to write this letter in reply to your communica-
tion 1to us on March 5,1985 in relation to a number of
violations identified during the inspection of January 25, 1985

PAGE 1. ITEM 1

This observation is true and we were not aware of it
until pointed out at the time of the inspection. Even though
the~ passageway is rarely used, the fact exists. The window
has been eliminated and cement blocks have been used to cover
the hole in the wall. Radiation levels in the hallway now
.are zero millirems per hour.
Full como11ance achieved by March 1,1985.

PAGE 1. ITEM 2

True. However, contamination surveys now include detector
survey and swipe tests of receiving area (20), patient area
(14 - 15), Laboratory area (9 - 10 - 11 - 12 - 16 - 17 - 18),
Hot Laboratory (1 through 8), Doctor's office (19) and
storage room (21). These are done on a daily basis for the

; detector survey and on a weekly basis for the swipe test.
The daily detector surveys had been performed since the
laboratory was started, and the swipe tests have been performed
on a weekly basis since January'19, 1985 in all of the 21
points indicated in the Addendum A of the laboratory floor plan
Egli comn11ance achieved as of January 19, 1985, up to the
present.
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PAGE 1 & 2. - ITEM 3

Exposure records containing-the required information
had been filed in another fcider for the evaluation. of
personnel exposure by the Nuclear Medicine Radiation Physics
Consultant. Unfortunately, at the time of the inspection,
those records were not filed together with the folder with the
information prior to August 1984, and the personnel present
in the laboratory at the time of the inspection were so
anxious that they were not able to find them for the inspectors.
Copies of these reports are being sent as Addendum B of this
letter.
Full compliance had always been shieved. All laboratory
personnel are being trained to identify all of these records
and all should know their location, so that this does not
happen again in future inspections.

'PAGE 2. ITEM 4

True. The sign posted in the door of the Nuclear Medicine
waste atorage closet has been mmovod on several occasions by *

unknown persons. A sign will be painted in the door so that
it can not be easily removed. In the meantime, daily checks
.are being made by the chief technologist to spot for the
absence of the cardboard. sign placed immediately af ter the
inspection. So far, it has not been removed.
Full comnliance achieved by January 25,1985 at 5 :00 p.m. when
the new sign was posted.

PAGE 2. ITEM Sa

Radium - 226 Standard Source checks had been performed
on the dcse calibrator on a daily basis, however documentation.
of this had not been done properly.

At present we are performing daily checks with Cesium - 137,
Barium - 133, Cobalt - 57 and Radium - 226 as constancy checks
on the doce calibrator. This is being properly documented since
February 4,1985 up to the present.
Eull compliance achieved by February 4,1985 up to the present.

PAGE 2. ITEM Sb
'

External surveys of all packages rec.eived in the laboratory
were performed with the detector and were properly documented.
Unfortunately swipe tests were not performed unless the
packages were damaged in any way. Swipe tests have been performed
on every package received in the laboratory since February 4, 1985
and thereaf ter up to the present.
EMll complinnce achieved by February 4,1985 until the present.
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A list has been prepared for the Director of the
Laboratory and for the Radiation Protection Committee to review
all the required matters necessary to comply with the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations. Hopefully this
continued surveillance may correct and prevent such violations.

I hopothat the above information meets with your approval .

Cordially yours,

&, &.(!cA G N &
A. A. CINTRON RIVERA, M.D.N' -

Director
Nuclear Medicine Laboratory

! Ashford Nuclear Center
!

Ashford Memorial Community
Hospital
G.P.O. Box 64
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00936

AAC/tma
,

Enclosures:
Addendum A
Addendum B (1 - 7)'

b!y to NR.Hruou
be. J. no rwic.s
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ASHFORD NUCLEAR CENTER
'

NUCLEAR MEDICINE LABORATORY
-

.. .. . . ..
.

RADIATION G OTECTION PROGRAM .DATE:.

RADIATION SWVEY AND CONTAMINATION CONTROL SWVEYW:
.

'

~ RADIATION LEVEL. SPEAR TESTS
m/HR C/M

.

. . .. s. LOCATION '

|,

(.*
, . . a

*
*

\
1. ~ Isotopo Storage I, .

% 2. Isotope Storage -1
& 3. Sink (Hot Room)

'

e. . . .
_ .,

.

] 4. Dench (Hot Room)
L ~ , /g' 5. Bench

'

| , 6. Bench
,

! Z*_
~,

[ '
?. Floor (Hot Room) '

~ $ * *

8. Floor (Hot Room)s ~
-

_ .
--

|
~

2
{ 9. Floor Scintillation Camara Area' '

e-~
-

, 10 Floor Scintillation Camara Area= <
= . ,

~
! 11. Flo.or Scintillation Camara Area,( j

fgk_ 12- Bench (Laboratory)i

| ; 13- Bench (Laboratory) '

14- Bench (Labdratory)
' ~

i /\ f 15- Bench (Labor'atory)
,

g '

. J " ' ' '~
~ ~ ~ ' ~~ , .

16. Floor (Lab' oratory) ''
- '

*

17. Floor (Laboratory).

'

j 18. ' Floor (Laboratory)-

,

,- 19. Floor Doctors Orrice

' '

, 20. Floor h!aiting Room -

,

Instrument Used:21. Storage Room-
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