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PROCEEDINGS

MR. ROBINSON: Okay, for the record, this is an
interview of Mr. Marcel Wilkins, employee of Georgia Power
Company at the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, Waynesboro,
Georgia. It is Thursday, May 7, 1992, the time is 3:59 p.m.

This interview is being conducted on site at the
Vogtle Electric Generating Plant. The nature of the
interview pertains to apparent falsification of data sheets
involved with a surveillance conducted by Mr. Wilkins and I
guess Mr. Davis.

Mr. Wilkins, do you have any obje.tions to being
sworn to your testimony here today?

MR. WILKINS: No, sir.

MR. ROBINSON: Will you please stand and raise your
right hand? .
Whereupon,

MARCEL CHRISTOF wELKINS
appeared as a witness herein, and having been first duly
sworn, was examined and tegtified as follows:
EXAMINATION
BY MR. ROBINSON:
Q Would you please -~

MR. ROBINSON: Oh, also for the record, also

present at this interview are Mr. Brian Bonser, the Senior

Resident Inspector of the NRC here at the Vogtle plant, and
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my name is Larry Robinson and I‘m with the Office of
Investigations of the NRC out of Region II. And as you can
see, this interview is being transcribed by a court reporter.
BY MR. ROBINSON:

Q Would you please state your full name and spell it
for the record?

A Marcel Christof Wilkins, M-a-r-c-e-l Christof,
Ceher=i=g-t-o-f Wilkins, Wei-l-k-i-n-s.
And what is your current job title here at Vogtle?
I‘'m an instrumentation technician.
And how long have you held that position?
For approximately six years.

o » © » ©

And how long have you been an employee of Georgia

Power Company?

A Six ycati.

Q Has all of your employment been here at the Vogtle
Electric Generating Station?

A In I&C, yes, sir.

Q On January 28 of this year, 1992, were you and Mr.
Davis engaged in conducting a surveillance in accordance with
Vogtle Procedure 24812-17

A Yes, sir.

Q And if you would please, in your own words, just
describe to me what happened during your conduct of that

procedure?




v O 9 00 ;s W N

NONORNORN MR R e R R R e e e e e
M & W N = D W D Ny e W N = O

Page 4

A Just in a roundabout way Or =--

Q No, just kind of specifically, chronologically
start from when yov started executing the procedure and what
happened.

R Okay. J.D. was in the racks.

Q J.D. meaning Davis?

A Right. And I was transcribing information and
reading the procedure. It‘s a complicated procedure and it
has a lot of test equipment. So what 1 was doing was reading
and J.D. was doing. And we were going along just fine -~
J.D. was calling out the values to me and I was writing them
down. When we got across that one bistable that was out, I
said wait a minute, you know, this one is out. J.D. says
well let me do it again. ‘wl do it again, it was out.

At that point, %uo. just wanted to tweak it in and‘
I said no. And J.D. --'I told J.D. we need to go to the
calibration portion of the procedure'and we went to the
calibration portion of the procedure and what the calibration
has you do is it has us put in different values in our decade
boxes.

Q Okay .

A And I started listing those values and J.D. == I
don’'t know, he didn’t like that idea and he said let me see
the procedure. I gave him the procedure and he looked at the

data sheet, the specific data sheet because I told him that
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the values were different for the decade boxes. He looked at
the cal data sheet -~ this one here -~

Q For the record, 1’11l show you a sheet entitled
Analog Channel Operational Test Data Sheet 1. It is headed
VEGP 24812-1, Revision 16, page 92 of 158. 1It’s titled Delta
T TAVG Loop 3 Protection Channel III, Sheet 1 of 3. And ask
you if you recognize that sheet.

A Yes, sir.

Q Are the handwritten numbers on that sheet in your
handwriting?

A Yes, sir.

Q All right. I will show you a handwritten reading
that is 10 lines down from the top indexed as 1TL/431H .
extinguished and over in the as-found column it shows a
handwritten reading of 4f130. Is that the out-of-calibration
reading that we’'re talking about here?

A Yes, it is.

Q Okay. Go ahead, you were ;aying that J.D. was
balking at going through the steps that you were planning on
going through and he wanted to see the procedure. Go ahead
and go from there.

A He took the procedure and looked at the right-hand
margin and smid look, Marcel, it’s not Tech Spec related. And

he said we can just tweak this in, and I'm going no, we

can‘t.
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Q What did you think had to be done?

A The calibration procedure.

Q And is the calibration procedure itself contained
in 24812 or is it a separate procedure?

A It‘11 be in this one here -- it‘ll be here but then
it’s also -- I'm not exactly sure. Can I look? I think
there’'s & field cal procedure also, 23300-C.

Q All right, go ahead. Which procedure did you think
you needed to be going to, the 233007

A First of all, this one, we needed to go to the
right section in the procedure we currently had at that time.

Q Okay. For the record, I'm now referring to Vogtle
Procedure 24812-1, Rev 16, page 22 of 138. I am referring to
paragraph number 4.3.2.79.wh1ch states, and I quote, "If as-
found readings are not wiiﬁin limits specified on Analog
Channel Operational Test Data Sheet 1, or more accurate
readings are desired, proceed as directed below.”

Subparagraph (a) "If tochnical specification
allowable limits have been exceeded, notify 0SOS and I&C
foreman to determine if TA equation in technical
specifications reactor trip system has been satisfied. Then
proceed as directed."”

Sypparagraph (b) "If calibration limits have been
exceeded, " which was your situation, correct?

A Correct.




W oo Ny e W N -

(ORI S TS TS SR X R X T R R I R
WM & W N = O Y O OON Y N e W N = DO

Page 7

Q “or more accurate values are desired, proceed to
appropriate subsection."” Now I notice in this procedure, it
doesn’t tell you what the appropriate subsection is. How do
you know what appropriate subsection to go to?

A Well you go and look at your -- well this is how I
do it -- you go back here -- here it is -- we go to this.

Q Let the record reflect that the witness went to
page 87 of procedure 24812-1, which shows a diagram entitled

Figure 1.
A And then what you do is you look at your number

here.
Q And that is the number on test data sheet 1.
A Right.
Q And you would w,nt to know what card it was.
Q  Okay. '
A Because -- you'd want to know what NAL card it was.

So then you'd go to that number and you'd look around, what
was that 431H -~ 431H. If this was élearer, you could see
the NTC -~ it‘s NAL because you‘d know it’s bistable.

Q Yes, let the record reflect that the copy of the
procedure that we have is a little blurry. But that’'s the
page that you would find the appropriate subsection or the
card in which to go to?

A Well you’d want to find out what card it was.

Q All right.
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A Because when you’'re looking at the rack, you're not
looking at the card that you need to adjust when you're doing
this procedure. 8o you'd go to this and it'd give you a card
location number. Okay? Or you could do this, you could go
and say okay that‘s 431H -- you’'d probably do this first and
then you'd go over to your data sheets and thumb through
them. This ie the hard way. You could just look at the TL
an¢ -- here comes an NAL -~ I don’t know what that number
is -~ is that TL or TB?

(The witness reviews a document.)

Q Looks like TB.

A Lead/lag.

Q So what you’'re doing is you are thumbing through
various data sheets that are appendixes to that procedurs and
looking for the nppropri‘ie data sheet for the card in
question? '

A Right. What I would do first is go to the back of
that schematic and I would look, if it was clear and I wasn't
80 nervous -- I’'d sit there and I'd look at my cross
reference, this number -- that number there.

Q Okay .

MR. BONSER: The 1LT 431H?

MR. ROBINSON: Yeah, 1LT 431H.

THE WITNESS: Right. That’'s the -~ represents a
bistable number and you’'d go and loock at that on the back
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here and -~
BY MR. ROBINSON:

Q I'm going to show you a Data Sheet 37 which refers
to a 1TB 431G or H.

b\ Uh~huh.

Q Would that have been the appropriate data sheet in
this case?

A Yes, uh~huh.

Q It would have. This data sheet that I’'m showing
you now was the appropriate data sheet for the card in
question?

A Yes.

Q Okay -- all right.

MR. BONSER: Whgt did you do to determine at the
time then that that was tho npproﬁriate data sheet?

THE WITNESS: Well that’s what I was -- what you do
is that these numbers, they don’t chenqo. Let me do it for
you, let me just take a little bit of time here.

MR. ROBINSON: Okay, sure.

THE WITNESS: I hate to be telling you guys
something that isn‘t true or that you don’t think I can do.

See, this is what was happening, I was going
through this and that may have -~
BY MR. ROBINSON:

Q You think J.D. was becoming impatient? Did you
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perceive that?

A 1 perceived that he wanted to get the job done.

I wish I could read this.

Q Do you independently recollect it could have been a
two~card?

A Excuse me, &ir?

Q Does the phrase two-card mean anything to you?

A No, sir.

Q It doesn’‘t. I°'m now referring to page 64 of that
procedure. Do you think that this -- and I'm pointing to
paragraph 4.3.38.

A Uh~huh.

Q Which says signal comparator NAL two-card
calibyution, 1TB 431G/H, }ocntion cabinet QP -- what is that
§-37 )

A Yeah, it was QPS-3.

Q Would that have been the appropriate location in
the procedur~ to go to at that point;

A Yes, uh-huh.

Q It would have? I don’‘t want to put words in your

A Oh, okay, well let me think about this.
Q Yeah, I don’'t want to put words in your mouth.
(Brief pause.)

Q That particular portion of the procedure matches
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Data Sheet 37, but I want you to be sure in your mind if
you're on page 22 of the procedure and you get something
that’s out of cal --
A Right.
Q -- and it says to go to the appropriate
subsection -~
A Yes, sir.
Q -- I want you, you know, to be sure in your mind
that subsection 4.3.38 ies in fact the appropriate section.
A Okay, well let me spend some time reading this.
1’11 have to look at this, this diagram is kind of fuzzy.
(Brief pause.)
MR. BONSER: 1’11 see if I can find another one.
MR. ROBINSON: Yes, if you would, Brian, go see if
you can find a clearer so; of that entire procedure 24812-1,
it appears to be 158-page procedure. And the page, the
clearer page that you might want to %ook for specifically is
page 88.
THE WITNESS: And B87.
MR. ROBINSON: And 87.
(Mr. Bonser departs the room.)
BY MR. ROBINSON:
Q While we’'re looking for a clearer diagram, let me
ask you this. On the Data Sheet 37 that 1 have described
before -~
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Yes, sir.

-~ are the numerical entries o .nis copy of that

<] @ ~ L T C N w LN -

data sheet your entries?

A Yes, sir.

Q And the signature under "Performed by" in the lower

right-hand portion of that data sheet, is that your
signature?

A Yes, sir.

Q Dated 1/28/92, is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q Ukay. Does this data sheet pertain to the system

that J.D. wanted to tweak?

A Yes, sir.

Q

Okay. Tell me about the numbers that you entered

in this data sheet. DEd those numbers come from readings

that J.D. made?

done.

A

>

» ©

Lo

No, sir, those numbers were fabricated by me.
Why? '

Because I never got any data.

And why didn’t you get any data?

Because this portion of the procedure was never

All right. Aan8 why wasn’'t it done?
It wasn’'t done for a couple of reasons.

Okay.
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A It wasn't done because J.DL. was insistent upon
tweaking it in and at my saying I don’t want to do this, 4'm
not going to do this, he or we decided that he should go and
talk to Bob and one of us stay back there at the rack.

Q Bob being Bcbh who?

A Neal.

Q And who is Bob Neal?

A My foreman.

Q Okay, so you left the area that you were in and
went to talk to Bob?

A Yeah, J.D. did.

Q Okay.

A I stayed there and J.D. came back and said Bob said

tweak it in.

Okay.
And he had a DC card inlhil hand.
J.D. did?

» © » ©

Yeah.

So 1 sat there, you know, or whatever and Bob came
in, I believe it was Bob came in, and QC came in right after
that.

Okay.

80 ==

Everybody's there, Bob and QC and you and J.D.

¥» © P ©

Right. Bob was never really at the rack, he was

-
-
A

v
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kind of behind it, a little bit to the side because it’'s a
crowded aisle and we had a big cart and a lot of stuff on it.

Q Okay.

A And so we were there and I think Bob took the DC
card from J.D. I had an impression it was already written.

Q Do you have any idea why the DC card was written?

A Oh, yeah.

Q Because you were out of cal?

A Right.

Q Do you think that was appropriate that a DC card
should have been written?

A Yes, sir.

Q But when J.D. came back from Bob, he told you that
Bob said to go ahead and Pvnak it in?

A | iqat. ’

Q And had you tweaked it in before Bob and the QC guy
came?

A No, sir.

Q Okay, go ahead.

A So the QC guy comes in relatively quickly, Bob is
probably at the £§’ desk. Andsm batX“Neére with the data
sheet and J.D. Btarts talking to the QC fellow and goes into
telling him, this the light, this is the card right here and
the QC fellow looks at the card and this is the as-found

value.
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Q Now when you're talking about the data sheet in
this case, you're talking about the Test Data Sheet 1, ie
that correct?

.S They were all stapled together.

Q Okay, was Data Sheet 37 already in existence at
this time?

A No, sir.

Q Okay .

A But there’s a whole bunch of data sheets and
they’'re all stapled together.

Q Right. You had been doing a reading on a number of
bistables?

A Right. Well we only actually use this Data Sheet 1
of 3 for the ACOT, it’s qfobably got three data sheets just
for the ACOT and that’s Jhlt we were doing, but we had the
othgrs in case something goes out, then you go to the
appropriate subsection and find the card that’s out and then
you calibrate that card -- '

Q 1’1l tell you what we'll do, we’ll make it easier
on our court reporter. I1'11l sit over here and you can look
at me.

A Okay. Where were we at?

Q You were saying that you had the data sheets in
your hand and that J.D. was talking to the QC guy about

something.
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A Right., He was talking to him about the
calibration.

Q Okay. Did you hear what was said?

A Yes, this is the card that’s out.

Q Okay.

A Pointed at it. Look and see the light -- it’s got
a little light on it, tell you when it trips and extinguishes
-=- and tweaked it in.

Q Okay .

A And he yelled -- he didn’t yell, he spoke the as~-
left values to me.

Q Okay, he called out the es-left values tO you.
Right.
Th&.QC guy is gpntu observing this.
Right. ;
All right, you reccrd them.
I recorded it right there sindicating).

And that was 3.9907?

» ©O » ©O » ©O P

Yes, sir. That's the values that were given to me
and I documented them.

Q Apgd where was Bob Neal at this time, could he see
what was going on?

A No, sir, I didn't see Bob -~ I did not see Bob
there at all.

Q No, 1 -~ had he left already? I mean you said for
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awhile he came in and was standing on the other side of the
racks

A It was all -- I explained to you that J.D. came
back, J.D. was the first one in, he said -- I said what’'s the
deal, Bob said tweak it in. Bob must have been the second
one in -- yeah, must have been second one in, took the DC
card from J.D.

Q Oh, that’'s right.

LS QC comes in right after that. This whole thing
took about, you know, probably a minute. Bob was at the SS'
desk.

He had taken the DC card.
He was talking to the S8, that’'s what I believe.

0 » ©

Okay.

A And it was us tiroo back there and it was a big
crowded cart and the QC guy got right behind that cart, took

the card, and that’'s what happened.

/

Q And J.D. tweaked it in, he reads out the as-left ~J}ﬁ

L3

A\l

value, all right. fsr

A Right.

Q And then what does the QC guy do?

A He says okay, where do I sign? And I gave him the
whole data package, I just had it all stapled together, this
comes with this and this is altogether in one lump, piece of

paper. I gave the whole thing. And he had a little bit of

!
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difficulty you know, finding where he was supposed to sign, I
believe J.D. helped him with that. -

Q Okay .

A And he wrote that there.

Q That’s Whitaker’s -- do you know Whitaker?

A I don’t know him personally, I know him by face.
He's slender, brown-headed fellow.

Q Okay. You didn’t point out to Whitaker where he
wag supposed to sign?

A No, sir.

Q pDid you see J.D. point out to him where he was
supposed to sign?

A Well with the package together with both of them
they figured out where to.siqn.

Q Okay. Now I noiice that they signed, and where I
say Whitaker’s initials, I am now looking at a document
identified as page 154 of VEGP Procedure 24812-1, Rev 16,
which shows the initials RSW, the daée 1/28/92, the notation
IR No. 3438. This handwritten notation was made in between
paragraphs mi \ber 4.3.38.18 and 4.3.38.20 on this document
entitled Checklist Step Verification.

To your knowledge, Mr. Wilkins, what do those
initials mean to someone who would be reviewing that
document?

IS That is the initials of the QC inspector, the date
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that he inspected it and the number of his investigation
report -~ inspection report.

Q And to your knowledge, what do those initials mean?

A That means that he has verified per that section of
the procedure --

Q That section being 4.3.38.18.

A Have you got a straight edge? I can just use this.
Yes, sir.

Q what does that mean? Does that mean that that --
that he is initialing that he has seen that part of the
procedure being performed?

A Yes, sir, there’s a QC hold point.

Q Or does it just mean that he’'s verifying an as-left

value? !
A it means that ﬁ; has actually witnessed the as-left
values.
Q Does it mean that he has witnessed the procedure

!

being performed, the calibration procedure that --

A Yes, sir.

Q It does, to your knowledge?

A Yes, sir.

Q And that --

A Well wait, -- it means ~--

Q I'm going to ask him, you know, what it means,
but -~
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A 1 think that the hold point is -- I think this hold
point is when you go ahead and you find out and you calibrate
the card and then he has got to witness as-left values.

Q As-left values.

A Yes, sir.

Q So you think that initials probably means that he
has witnessed the as-left values at that point in the
procedure.

S Yes, sir, that’s exactly what’'s happening.

Q Okay. And he -- from what you just told me, he did
in fact witness those as-left values, is that correct?

A He didn’‘t witness it per that section of the
procedure.

Q Okay, let’'s loo-uhat that section of the procedure
says. . |

MR. BONSER: I think it’s right here.
THE WITNESS: 4.3.38.18 -~ right there.
BY MR. ROBINSON: ’

Q Okay, 4.3.38.18 in the procedures says "QC hold
point. Obtain QC authorization to proceed before continuing
with this procedure."

A Yes, sir.

Q Are the paragraphs preceding this something that
the QC guy should have ocbserved or =--

R Okay, right here, you’ve taken your as-found
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values.

Q Okay, let the record reflect he’s pointing to
paragraph 4.3.38.15.

A That ‘s where you would take ycur as-found values.

Q Okay.

A That we didn’t take, we didn’t take those.

Q But at this point, aren’t we talking about this as-
left value on Test Data Sheet 1? 1Ien‘t the 3.990 the value
that this QC signature verifies as having read?

A He werified and he diligently did so -~ he verified
this value.

Q Okay.

A But that wasn’t the value he was supposed to be
verifying. i

Q 1 see. THis 1l.th0 value he was supposed to be
verifying on Data Sheet 37?2

A Yes, sir.

Q Becavse -~ and why -~ what'nakcl you say that?
Does paragraph 4.3.38.18 refer to Data Sheet 377

A It would be in this data sheet, gt has you record
these in the data sheet, everything is Data Sheet 37.

Q Okay, let the record reflect that paragraphs
4.3.38.11, .13, .14, .15 and .16 all refer to Data Sheet 37.

A Yes, sir.

Q And at the point in time Mr. Whitaker signed the
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Checklist Step Verification, Data Sheet 37 had not even been
created yet, is that correct?

A It was i1 the package, but there were no values, it
was blank.

Q It was blank.

A Yes, sir.

Q Okay. And to your knowledge, it was J.D. that
pointed out to Whitaker where to eign the checklist.

A Yes, sir, I don’'t think he could have found it
himself.

Q Okay. Whose idea was it to put the fabricated
values in Data Sheet 37.

A I‘'d have to explain that.

Q Okay, please qP.

A After QC left and he had signed the paper, I
complained to J.D., I o‘ld this ain’‘t going to make it, I
can‘t do this, I don’‘t have any values, and I kept on, and
J.D. closed out the loop and put tholloop back in service. 1
kept on complaining and J.D. said well maybe we can talk to
boh and we can write in the comment section of the data sheet

that we tweaked in per the ACOT.

Q Okay.

A And that’'s when I said okay.

Q You agreed with that idea?

A It‘s the only thing I could have done, he put the
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loop back in service, QC had signed off on it, and then J.D.
ig running around a little bit and he says, Marcel, go back
to the shop and check the rev on this procedure, I spoke to
pDavid Wallace and there may be a problem with the procedure,
the procedure was just rev’d.
Q That ‘s what J.D. said to you, that he had just

spoken to David Wallace.

A Yes.

Q And the procedure may have just been rev'd.

A Right.

Q Okay, go ahead. Did you go back to the shop?
A Yes.

Q wWas Bob Neal still in the contrcl room at the time,
when you went back to tbo‘lhop?
A No, sir, Bob wa; in the shop ovir by David.
Q Had Bob Neal ever come back and done any
independent verification of any readings?
A No, sir. ’
Q Okay, go ahead.
MR. BONSER: Had you restored the system before you
went back to the shop? Did you say you had or had not?
THE WITNESS: ''he system was restored before I went
back to the shop.
MR. BONSER: Who had verified that t he system had

ben restored, had you all done that?
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THE WITNESS: Yeah, we did that. But I had not
gotten the procedure signed off because I was having these
problems about no values.
BY MR. ROBINSON:

Q Had Bob verified that the system had been restored
to service?

A No, sir, I think me and J.D. did.

Q Okay, go ahead.

A And -- I went back to the computer terminal,
checked the rev, Rev 16, I said whew, you know, normally the
lead guy, the guy that gets the package when your boss gives
you a package -~ you know, you're going to work with so and
so, you’'ve got the package, you're the lead guy, right?

Q So you thought you were the lead guy here?

A No, J.D. was tg; lead guy.

Q Oh. _

A And he should have checked the rev. Bob gave him
the procedures, the first thing you éo is you check the rev
for that procedure and it‘s got a big red stamp on it and you
put your name on it every day. So I was relieved to know
that the procedure was the correct rev, and Bob says Marxcel,
is_there a problem, from across the shop. 1 said no, and 1I

go back and J.D. was already working on Unit 2, he had told
me he was going to go ahead and work on Unit 2. Well the

system was back in service and I think the SS had come back
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there one time, you know, to see what-was holding us up. I

didn’t explain to him but somebody explained to him thaijE

h‘9~:~f:ff_2331f'° 1 realized he wanted to get the paperwork

quE!groff, so I went up there and I -~

Q Who wanted to get the paperwork signed off, the 8§87

A 1 felt that they wanted the loop back in service

and they will not call the loop back in service, even though

—
it is, until you are signed off.
Q Okay.

A 8o I had no data on Data Sheet 37, all I had was
data sheets of -- you know, the applicable ones.

Q Data Sheet 1, which showed at least the apparently
out-of-calibration value.

A Right. N

Q And the apparenily within-calibration value after
the tweakinc¢

A Yes, sir, and the other sheetl that went along.

Q Okay.

A So 1 signed it off and I don’‘t knuw what time of

the morning it was, but it was in the morning, and I went
/

back to my desk and I sat there and I looked at it and I

10QE:S~,t it and I just stayed there I guess for awhile

I
looking at it, I didn’'t know what to do. J.E;_Egsgg_hgpk
V
throughl has hig:gggcruotk finished on Unit 2, walks right by

me and goes o Bob’s office and then he’'s gone to HEP.
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Q HEP?

A It’s & van that comes around to check your blood
pressure, your eyes and everything.

Q How could he have done his work on Unit 2 without
anybody to help him? 1Isn’‘t it the same kind of situation,
all these connections? Was he doing ACOT?

A Yeah, it was ACOT on Unit 1 and Unit 2.

Q Were you supposed to have been helping him on that
one?

3 He went ahead and did it himself, I didn’'t see
anybody with him but I'm sure that he would have had to get
_an independent verification. All you do is grab somebody in

——

the ~zatrol room.

Q Okay. He would have been filling out his own data
sheets’ i |
. A Right, it’s not an impossible task but when you
have two people I find it easier. ’

Q Sure. So you're back at your desk.

A Looking at this thing.

Q And he comes through, he’s gone already.

A He's gone. He didn’t talk to Bob about what we
were 7oing to do. And I felt --

Q What were you going to do?

A I felt that that’'s what they all wanted, I felt

that --
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Q That being the fabricating of the numbers?
r 1 felt at the time that -- sitting back there

thinking about it, that just tweak it in, QC signed off, J.D.

v

saying we were going-to talk to Bob but I know he really
didn‘t want +2 do that because -- I told him that’‘s not per

the preee Urey—i—iitfid-dkghi-ag well just have gone and tcld

the QC guy right then when he was doing it, stop, what he's

doing.ls wzong. But T hadn't.
e
So, I had to go to HEP and Bob came up and said

what’'s wrong, Marcel, you ain’t got that paperwork finished
yet? I said no.

Q I mean theoretically, Bob told J.D. it was okay to
tweak it -~ that’se what J.D. told you, right?

A Yeah, J.D. told me that.
\

Q 8o, okay, did y;u feel a reluctance to talk about

that to Bob?

A 1 kind e cold, I think I was

/

le holding the bag. I didn’t get to make any of the

deedsjon, I didn't -- 1 felt that ' was left holding the bag

here.and I felt that, looking at it, that Bob told J.D. to do
i RE——————

it this way, J.D. don’t_lie and QC ligﬂod off on it, and I

pleaged wit .D. the whole time through this not to do this.

Q What do you think would have happened if you had
told Bob at that point that that’s what had happened, you
didn’'t have a sheet 37 on the thing?
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A Bab would haye got mad, QC would have got involved,
bcc€gfc“Eggyﬂggg_!;;nggggg the right thing.

Q Bob would have gotten mad‘;z who?

A Both of us.

Q But not if he would have given the approval to
tweak it, right?
A Right.

Do you think J.D. was lxing to you when he tolg_you

that?

A No, J.D. doesn’t iie, he's neve to me.

Q So you were being serious when you said J.D.

doesn’t lie, you weren‘t being sarcastic.

A I wasn’'t being sarcastic, J.D. is a very good man
and I have the highest regard for him -- at least I --
Q So you think that Bob did in fact give J.D. (\f
- N\

permission to tweak it?

A That’'s what I felt, yeah.

Q Okay, so if Bob had given 5.0. permission to tweak
it and, like you said, you would have had to get QC involved,
but wouldn’t it kind of been okay -- guess if QC hadn’t
gotten involved, Data Sheet 37 wouldn’t necessarily have had
to come into creation, would it? It could have just been
tweaked into calibration and you wouldn’t have necessarily

had to have had the Data Sheet 37, would you?

A No, sir, the procedure specifically -~ if you find
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a value out of tolerance, you have to calibrate the card,
it’s per the procedure.

Q Yeah.

A And it was going against the procedure so much so ~
- everybody knows in any procedure that you do that’s got a
loop to it, if you find one part out, you have to go
calibrate that part. That’s a given, it’s a known.

Q Okay.

A So it's like it was going against the thing that we

—

do.
—

Q Okay, so you’'re sitting at your desk and you've got
this problem.

A Yeah.

Q And you’'ve got to make up your mind I guess whetner
you‘re going to talk to ﬁzb about it or whether you're going -
to put some numbers in Sheet 37, right?

A Yeah, J.D.’s done gone. He said we’'d talk-te- Bob

/

‘"d-l\gigf;:_::2£—§9—§°ll Bob because I didn’‘t do it really,

I mean J.D. should have been the one to tell Bob.
f

Q Okay. So what happened.

A J.D. was gone, I was sitting there at my desk right

up front. Bob’!aid k finished yet,

1 said no. J.D.’s done got his paperwork, he's gone to HEP.
\_\

I'm going like -- well -~ he said here, give me that

paperwork, or fill that paperwork out -- or anyway, a few
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minutes later after that I did what I did. And I feel bad
- —
about it. —

Q You knew that those numbers on Sheet 37 there would
correspond to the readings on Test Sheet 1.

A 1 didn’'t know for sure.

Q In general.

A Yeah, it was my best guess.

Q And did you have any conversations with J.D. the
next day or soon after that about the spot he put you on?

A Yeah, I think it was the next day, we were working
night shift. I heard somebody say that procedure was wrong
and then somebody told me, I think Bob said that Scott
Hammond, the supervisor, waated to speak to me.

Q Okay.

A And I went back:and I told J.D., I said man, I
said, it’s about that second data sheet, I said wha; do we
do. _J.D. looked at me and he said tell the truth, that’'s the

L ——

only thing we can do. You can tell J.D. -- he's a pretty

hapax:gg:i?cky guy, you know, but when his face turns all red

p———
and_his eyves gat big around.
Q it’s kind easy for him to say when you’'re the one

that filled in the numbers right, to go tell the truth.
IS Yeah.
Q Did he go tell the truth to Hammond?

A We both went at the same time.
—
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Q Oh, at the same time. Okay. What happened?

A Scott asked us what happened -- well he kind of
said I see what y’all did here, then he flicked it over and I
saw my second data sheet. And J.D. I think said -- 1I believe

wag J.D. that seig,nl_xlnaknd_it in, told Scott tha;‘::\iaa"

tweaked. it in. And then I said that I -- I was so engrossed
with guilt that I said I did it, you know, I forged the

valuo:T\-;Ea‘tﬂlﬁ‘tn!t'ﬁtl'lﬁaﬁf“it for that meeting and they
B ——

kept us over a little while longer and they said our

superintendent wanted to speak to us.

MR. BONSER: Which is who?

THE WITNESS: Mike Hobbs. And then Mike Hobbs sat
there and said -- well he had a real bad look on his face, he
was hurt. I said I tried_ to stop it and he said what,
Marcel, what do you mean;‘atter all the money we spent on
teaching you guys procedure compliance, you go on and do
something like this. What did you do. And the other guy
goes yeah, what did you do. And thAé’l when I realized that
if I had just let J.D. tell what he was going to tell, you

know ==
BY MR. ROBINSON:

Q You mean trying to make a comment on the Test 1
data sheet?

A J.D. just spoken in generalizations. 1It’s fine --

it wasn’t doing me any good to speak in generalizations
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because there was nothing -- you know, it was like yeah, we
tweaked it in and it was in earnest basically -- I saw the
logic in what he was doing but it wasn’t right and I kept on
saying that. Anyway, that’s when I told -- really came in
and told probably exactly what happened.

Q Okay.
MR. ROBINSON: Go ahead, Brian. i
MR. BONSER: At any time when you were discussing
this with your supervision, either Mike Hobbs or Scott
Hammond, did you ever bring up the event where Bob Neal had

told you to‘qo ahead and adjust it? Did you ever bring that
R ™ ]

up?
THE WITNESS: 1 always brought it up. It wasn't

until -~ it was the short meeting after that that I went up

and I told -~ I had to speak to the Maintenance Manager and

that’s when I told him Bob said to tweak it in.
S—

MR. BONSER: That was Lowie Ward?

THE WITNESS: I told him that J.D. told me that Bob
said tweak it in. Bob never talked to me except what was
wrong, Marcel, and why ain’‘t your paperwork iinished. And
the funny thing about it, I feel so bad about this, but I get
along with J.D., we don’t talk about it. He’'s a good man,
J.D. is, just had it in his mind.
BY MR. ROBINSON:

Q Well two things are kind of ironic about this
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thing. One is that the original as-found value would have
been okay if the data sheet would have had the new values in
there, isn’t that correct?

A Yes, sir. I checked that rev.

Q Yeah, yeah. Well I mean, it says Rev 16 on Test
Sheet 37, you’'ve got to assume that that's correct.

The other thing that’s ironic is you probably would
not have been found out if the alarm still hadn’t continued
to spuriously go off after you had tweaked it.

A If I had known that, I would have gone back to Bob
and told him, but I did not know. I was at that HEP thing.

Q Oh, yeah.

A I would have run back and told Bob, but I didn‘t °
know. .

Q Have you ever d;ne anything like this in the past,
Marcel?

A No, sir, never. ‘

Q The way I understand it, the reason you ended up
filling in those numbers is because you felt that J.D. was
gone and since Bob was putting pressure on you to fill out
the paperwork and you knew that the QC guy had signed off at
that step in the procedure, that you were forced to put in
those numbers essentially.

A And because Bob told J.D. who told me, to tweak --
-

just tweak it in. And that’'s exactly how I felt.
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Q Okay.

A I felt pressure.

Q S0 the initiator of the tweaking idea was really

——

J.D. and he went and got Bob’s authorization to do that,

rfEEl?

A Thaw yes, sir. But let me tell you

about -~ in hindsight on this thing, the word tweak is not a
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