October 28, 1996

Virginia Electric and Power Company
ATTN: Mr. J. P. O'Hanlon

Senior Vice President - Nuclear
Innsbrook Technical Center
5000 Dommion Boulevard
Glen Allen, VA 23060

SUBJECT. REACTOR OPERATOR INITIAL RETAKE EXAMINATION
NORTH ANNA POWER STATION

Dear Mr. O'Hanlon:

In a telephone conversation on October 23, 1996, between Mr. D. Charles Payne, License
Examiner, and Mr. Frank Winks, Supervisor, Operations Training, arrangements were made
for the administration of one reactor operator retake licensing examination at the North Anna
Power Station. The vaiidation and administration of the operating test is scheduled for the
week of December 16, 1996, as requested in Mr. W. R. Matthew's letter dated October 7,
1996

This examination will be developed and administered as part of the NRC pilot initial
examination process based on your staff's request to participate in the pilot process for this
candidate's previous licensing examination. The NRC pilot initial examination process will
permit your staff to draft the operating test for your reactor operator license applicant. The
NRC will review and approve the proposed test and independently administer it to the license
applicant. Your staff will not administer any portion of the operating test. The NRC will
grade the applicant's operating test performance, make the final pass or fail decision, and
iIssue a license, as appropriate.

Your staff will develop the retake licensing examination in accordance with the guidelines in
Revision 7, Supplement 1, of NUREG-1021, "Operator Licensing Examiner Standards," and
Generic Letter 95-06, "Changes In The Operator Licensing Program"”.

To prepare and administer the examination on the above scheduie, Mr. Payne, identified to
Mr. Winks, the subset of reference materials identified in Attachment 2 of ES-201 that would
be necessary under the pilot process. This material should be submitted with the proposed
operating test by November 22, 1996.

Your staff wili prepare and the NRC will administer the operating test in accordance with
ES-301 and ES-302 of NUREG-1021. In order to conduct the requested operating test, it will
be necessary for your staff to make the simulation facility available on the dates noted above.
Your staff should retain the original simulator performance data (e.g., system pressures,
temperatures, and levels) generated during the dynamic operating tests until the examination
results are final. ES-302, Attachment 1, contains a number of NRC policies and guidelines
that will be in effect while the operating test is being administered
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We have received the candidate's draft license reapplication and request for waiver of the
written examination and dynamic simulator portion of the operating test. The applicant failed
the operating test administered during the week of January 29, 1996 The request for waiver
of the dynamic simulator portion of the operating test is based on satisfactory performance by
the applicant on Februzry 7, 1996. The operating test is comprised of three interrelated
parts: administrative topics, control room systems and facility walkthrough, and integrated
plant operations (dynamic simulator test). Barring extenuating circumstances, these three
parts are normally administered together for all licensing examinations (including
reexaminations). No extenuating circumstances were specified in the application. In light of
the applicant's previously documented simulator performance deficiencies and the lack of
extenuating circumstances, there is no basis for granting a waiver of the simulator portion of
the operating test. Therefore, this waiver request will be denied The request for waiver of
the written examination will be granted based on the applicant's successful completion of that
test on January 26, 1996.

This request is covered by Cffice of Management and Budget (OMB) Clearance Number
3150-0101, which expires April 30, 1997 The estimated average burden is 7.7 hours per
response, includes gathering, xeroxing, and mailing the required material. Send comments
about this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collecticn of information, including
suggestions for reducing this burden, to the Information and Records Management Branch,
Mail Stop T-6, F33, Office of Information Resources Management, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555, and to the Paperwork Reduction Project (3150-0101),
Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, NEOB-10202, Office of Management and
Budget, Washington, D.C. 20503.

We appreciate your cooperation. Mr. Winks has been aduvised of the NRC guidelines and
policies addressed in this letter. If you have any questions on the examination process,
please contact me at (404) 331-5541 or at E-mail address TAP@NRC GOV.

Sincerely,

(Original signed by T. A. Peebles)

Thomas A Peebles, Chief

Operator Licensing and Human
Performance Branch

Division of Reactor Safety

Docket Nos. 50-338, 50-339
License Nos. NPF-4, NPF-7

cc {See page 3}
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CC:

M. L. Bowling, Manager
Nuclear Licensing and
Operations Support
Virginia Electric & Power
Company

Innsbrook Technical Center
5000 Dominion Boulevard
Glen Allen, VA 23060

W. R Matthews, Manager
North Anna Power Station
P. O Box 402

Mineral, VA 23117

D. A Christian, Manager
Surry Power Station
Virginia Electric & Power
Company

5570 Hog Island Road
Surry, VA 23883

Executive Vice President
Old Dominion Electric
Cooperative

4201 Dominion Boulevard
Glen Allen, VA 23060

Dr. W. T. Lough

Virginia Corporation Commission
Division of Energy Regulation

P. O. Box 1197

Richmond, VA 23209

William C. Porter, Jr.
County Administrator
Louisa County

P. O. Box 160
Louisa, VA 23093

Michael W. Maupin, Esq
Hunton and Williams
Riverfront Plaza, East Tower
851 E. Byrd Street
Richmond, VA 23219

Attorney General
Supreme Court Building
900 East Main Street
Richmond, VA 23219

Robert B. Strobe, MD, M P H.
State Health Commissioner
Office of the Commissioner
Virginia Department of Health
P. O Box 2448

Richmond, VA 23218

Mr. L. L. Edmonds Superintendent
Nuclea Training

North Aana Power Station

P. O Box 402

Mineral, VA 23117

Distribution:

G. Belisle, RII

L. Garner, RIl

B. Buckley, NRR
R. Gibbs, RIl

P. Fillion, RII

E. Testa RIl

W. Stansberry, Rl
C. Payne, RIl

G. Hallstrom, RII
PUBLIC

NRC Resident Inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1024 Haley Drive

Mineral, VA 23117

NRC Resident Inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Surry Nuclear Power Station

5850 Hog Island Road

Surry, VA 23883
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