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On 6/7/85 at 2238 CDT with the plant in Mode | (Power Operation) and at
100Z power, a Reactor Trip occurred due to a high negative flux rate.
The high negative flux rate occurred when control rods dropped during
troubleshooting of an immovable control rod. The rods dropped when four
rod control power supplies failed as a result of a thyristor bank
insulator failure.

A Feedwater Isolation, Auxiliary Feedwater Actuation, and Steam
Generator Blowdown Isolation resulted from the Reactor Trip. The
required Engineered Safety Features performed as desigrad.

The operators recovered from the trip per plant operating procedures.
The thyristor bank and power supplies were replaced. The faulty
insulator for the thyristor bank is not considered a generic problem.
Therefore additional corrective action is not deemed necessary.

The public health and safety was not threatened during this event since
the required safety systems performed as designed.
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On 6/7/85 at 2238 CDT with the plant in Mode 1 (Power Operation) and at
100%Z power, a Reactor Trip occurred due to a high negative flux rate. A
Feedwater Isolation, Auxiliary Feedwater Actuation, and Steam Cenerator
Blowdown Isolation resulted from the Reactor Trip. The required
Engineered Safety Features (ESF) performed as designed.

At the time of the trip I&C technicians were in the process of
troubleshooting a control rod which would not step (Rod H-8 of Control
Bank D). A thyristor bank (multiplexing thyristors for the Control Rod
Drive Mechanism lift coils - IEEE Standard 805-1983 system: AA, IEEE
Standard 803A-1983 component: SCR) in rod control cabinet 2BD had been
replaced and an attempt was being made to raise the rod. The heat sink
of the thyristor bank arced to the cabinet due to a crack in the
insulated mounting bushing of the heat sink. The arc caused the two
+24 V rod control power supplies in cabinet 2BD and the two =24 V rod
control power supplies in cabinet 1AC to fail (power supplies -

system: AA, component: RJX). Loss of these four rod control power
supplies caused rods to drop and a High Negative Flux Rate Reactor Trip
occurred.

The operators stabilized plant conditions and recovered from the trip
per plant operating procedures. During recovery the source range
channels of nuclear instrumentation were manually energired because of
problems experienced with channel 36 of the intermediate range nuclear
instrumentation (system: IG). The source range channels are designed to
automatically energize when both intermediate range channels decrease to
5E-11 amps. Intermediate range channel 35 was observed to be at
approximately 5E-11 amps however, due to electronic problems, channel 36
was oscillating at approximately !E-10 amps. The operators therefore
manually energized both source range channels. It should be noted that
the oscillations on channel 36 occur only when the channel is near the
reset point of 5E-11 amps and operates properly in other ranges.

The problem with channel 36 of the intermediate range nuclear
instrumentation was previously identified on 5/6/85 and reported in
Callaway Licensee Event Report (LER) 85-025-00. Additional corrective
action to be taken as a result of the problem experienced on 6/7/85 will
be the replacement of the channel 36 intermediate range drawer with a
spare. Further information pertaining to the intermediate range nuclear
instrumentation problem will be provided in a supplemental report to LER
85-025-00 on 9/30/85.
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The thyristor bank and four power supplies were replaced. The failed
insulator for the thyristor bank is considered an isolated case for
which no additional corrective action is deemed necessary. The
thyristor bank and the power supplies were supplied by the Westinghouse
Electric Corporation as part of the Full Length Rod Control System.

Further troubleshootir~ of rod H-8 revealed a loose terminal screw to
the thyristor gate. +» "h the loose terminal screw the thyristor did not
receive the gating : :nal and rod H-8 would not step. The loose
terminal screw was tightened and the control rods were declared operable
at 0952 on 6/8/85. A work package has been initiated to ensure the
remaining terminal screws in the rod control cabinets are tight.

Since the required ESF systems performed as designed and prevented the
occurrence of adverse plant conditions, the public health and safety was
not threatened by this event,

Previous occurrences: None
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July 8, 1985

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

ULNRC-1130

Gentlemen:

DOCKET NUMBER 50-483
CALLAWAY PLANT UNIT 1
FACILITY OPERATING LICENSE NPF-30
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 85-026-00
HIGH NEGATIVE FLUX RATE REACTOR TRIP

The enclosed Licensee Event Report is submitted pursuant to 10 CFR
50.73(a) (2) (iv) concerning a High Negative Flux Rate Reactor Trip. The
high negative flux rate occurred when control rods dropped due to a

thyristor bank insulator failure in the rod control cabinets.

PVt

S. E. Miltenberger
Manager, Callaway Plant
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