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September 27, 1996

MEMORANDUM T0: Harold J. Vandermolen, Section Leader
Probabilistic Risk Analysis Branch
Division of Systems Technology, RES

,

i

FROM: Lawrence G. Bell, Section Leader [0riginalsignedby]
Facilities Decommissioning Section
Low-Level Waste and Decommissioning

Projects Branch
; Division of Waste Management, NMSS

SUBJECT: LEE ABRAMS0N'S ASSISTANCE IN LICENSING CASES INVOLVING;

STATISTICAL ISSUES
,

This letter serves to acknowledgo Lee Abramson's excellent support to the Low-
Level Waste and Decommissioning Projects Branch to help resolve issues
involving statistical applications. Lee has been very responsive in answering
a variety of questions related to the application of statistics in the
assessment of sampling results from decommissioning facilities. However, his
primary help over the last year was related to a specific case, the Cimarron
Corporation decommissioning site.

In the Cimarron case, the licensee submitted a proposal describing an equation
to account for the components of variability in the background concentration
of radionuclides in soil samples. Lee reviewed this proposal in a timely
fashion and provided comments which were transmitted to the licensee. He
developed a model to evaluate the variability in the soil samples and
discussed this model, and the licenses approach, with the licensee in three or
four teleconferences. Lee's participation was crucial to the successful
review of the licensee's proposal, since it required detailed statistical
expertise that is not available in the Division of Waste Management. We hope
that Lee will continue to be available for future assistance related to
statistical issues.

DISTRIBUTIQN: Central File LLDP r/f NMSS r/f PUBLIC
JSurmeier LAbramson RNelson KKalman MWeber
TCJohnson '

Ta receive a copy of this document in small box on 0FC:" line enter: "C" " copy without attachment / enclosure; "E" " copy with
tttachneret/ enclosure; "II" * 110 copy

Path & File Name: S:\DWM\LLDP\DNF\LEEA

0FC LLQP w LLY
NAME DFa h kN11
DATE 9/ 77/96 9[/96 i

0FFICIAL RECORD COPY

ACNW: YES NO Category: Proprietary or CF Only y\IG : YES N0
LSS : YES NO Delete file after distribution: Yes No

\ D
Nd00 $ h 960927 70 L{

q. ; d"1-3 PDR g(y



1 .

|\ **
,

. ;

# "%r4
y" *, UNITED STATES

'

& E NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSIONr

f WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001

%...../ September 27, 1996
|

I
,

i

MEMORANDUM T0: Harold J. Vandermolen, Section Leader
Probabilistic Risk Analysis Branch
Division of Systems Technology, RES

FROM: Lawrence G. Bell, Section Leader
Facilities Decommissioning Sectior

I Low-Level Waste and Decommissioni
i Projects Branch

Division of Waste Management, NMSS

| SUBJECT: LEE ABRAMS0N'S ASSISTANCE IN LICENSING CASES INVOLVING
'

STATISTICAL ISSUES
i

This letter serves to acknowledge Lee Abramson's excellent support to the Low-
| Level Waste and Decommissioning Projects Branch to help resolve issues
; involving statistical applications. Lee has been very responsive in answering
| a variety of questions related to the application of statistics in the

assessment of sampling results from decommissioning facilities. However, his
primary help over the last year was related to a specific case, the Cimarron
Corporation decommissioning site.

In the Cimarron case, the licensee submitted a proposal describing an equation !
to account for the components of variability in the background concentration l.

of radionuclides in soil samples. Lee reviewed this proposal in a timely ||

| fashion and provided comments which were transmitted to the licensee. He
'

developed a model to evaluate the variability in the soil samples and i
discussed this model, and the licensees' approach, with the licensee in three '

or four teleconferences. Lee's participation was crucial to the successful ,

I Ireview of the licensee's proposal, since it required detailed statistical
Iexpertise that is not available in the Division of Waste Management. We hope

that Lee will continue to be available for future assistance related to
statistical issues. '

'
i

9

D A



.
*..

.

.

~ .

September 27, 1996

MEMORANDUM T0: Harold J. Vandermolen, Section Leader
Probabilistic Risk Analysis Branch
Division of Systems Technology, RES

FROM: Lawrence G. Bell, Section Leader [0riginal signed by]
Facilities Decommissioning Section
Low-level Waste and Decommissioning

Projects Branch
Division of Waste Management, NMSS

SUBJECT: LEE ABRAMS0N'S ASSISTANCE IN LICENSING CASES INVOLVING
STATISTICAL ISSUES

This letter serves to acknowledge Lee Abramson's. excellent support to the Low-
Level Waste and Decommissioning Projects Branch to help resolve issues !

iinvolving statistical applications. Lee has been very responsive in answering
a variety of questions related to the application of statistics in the
assessment of sampling results from decommissioning facilities. However, his
primary help over the last year was related to a specific case, the Cimarron
Corporation decommissioning site.

In the Cimarron case, the licensee submitted a proposal describing an equation i

to account for the components of variability in the background concentration ;

of radionuclides in soil samples. Lee reviewed this proposal in a timely ;

fashion and provided comments which were transmitted to the licensee. He
developed a model to evaluate the variability in the soil samples and
discussed this model, and the licenses approach, with the licensee in three or
four teleconferences. Lee's participation was crucial to the successful
review of the licensee's proposal, since it required detailed statistical
expertise that is not available in the Division of Waste Management. We hope
that Lee will continue to be available for future assistance related to
statistical issues.

DISTRIBUTION: Central File LLDP r/f NMSS r/f PUBLIC

JSurmeier LAbramson RNelson KKalman MWeber

TCJohnson

-T3 receive a copy of this h m t in small box on "0FC:" line enter: "C" " Copy without attachment / enclosure; "E" " Copy with
cttachment/ enclosure; "W" " Ilo copy

1

Path & File Name: S:\DWM\LLDP\DNF\LEEA

0FC LLDP ps L).d
NAME DFapM kNil 4

DATE 9/ 77/96 9[/96
0FFICIAL RECORD COPY ,

'

ACNW: YES NO Category: Proprietary or CF Only
IG : YES NO

LSS : YES NO Delete file after distribution: Yes No

.

"' {D
'

- T^


