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Th2 Hon:rable Bill Richards:n October 23, 1996
|_ United States H:use of Representatives.

' Washingten, D.C. 20515-3103
a
-

Dear Congressman Richardson:
i

! I am responding to your letter dated September 23, 1996, requesting assistance
i from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Connission. In that letter, you provided
4 information from one of your constituents concerning the reclamation-
: activities'at three uranium mines owned by United Nuclear Corporation (UNC).
| -Based on a review of the information provided, it appears that the State of

,

; New Mexico passed a cleanup law, for~ abandoned uranium mines, entitled the New '

* Mexico Mining Act, which went into effect in 1993. Your constituent seems to
want UNC to conduct additional cleanup at three mines sites that were
reclaimed before the New Mexico law went into effect.;

There are two reasons why NRC is unable to assist your constituent with regard3

; to any additional. cleanup at UNC's abandoned uranium mine sites. First, under
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, NRC only has regulatory authority

. over the operation and eventual reclamation of uranium mills. Under this '

| authority, NRC regulates.the reclamation of the UNC uranium mill located in
; Churchrock,-New Mexico. However, NRC has no authority for the operation or
: reclamation of any of the UNC uranium mines. Second, the statute your
} constituent cites is a New Mexico law. Therefore, it would be the
; responsibility of the appropriat9 State agency to ensure compliance with the .

'
; New Mexico law. As an initial point of contact, your constituent may want to
j try Mr. Richard Orhbom in'the New Mexico Environment Department. Mr. Orhbom !

can be reached at (505) 827-0219.,

1 - -

i

; I trust you find this reply responds to your constituent's concerns and ;

;- clarifies NRC's position.
!

i Sincerely 9/G%IM@2A P4
i JacnosILTgby
; James M. Taylor
i Executive Director i

| for Operations

i cc: Mr. Richard Orhbom
Q[p g|i

'
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The Honorable Bill Richardson !

United States House of Representatives-

Washington, D.C. 20515-3103*

SUBJECT: U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION ASSISTANCE WITH THE RECLAMATION
OF URANIUM MINES ABANDONED BY UNITED NUCLEAR CORPORATION

Dear Representative Richardson:

I am responding to your letter dated September 23, 1996, requesting a istance
from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. In that letter you p vided
information from one of your constituents concerning the reclamat' n
activities at three uranium mines owned by United Nuclear Corpor tion (UNC).
Based on a review of the information provided, it appears tha he State of
New Mexico passed a cleanup law, for abandoned uranium mines. entitled the New
Mexico Mining Act, which went into effect in 1993. Your c stituent seems to
want UNC to conduct additional cleanup at three mines si s that were
reclaimed before the New Mexico law went into effect.

There are two reasons why NRC is unable to help you constituent get UNC to
undertake any additional cleanup at its abandoned ranium mine sites. First. ;
under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954. as amended. RC only has regulatory )authority over the operation and eventual rec 19 ation of uranium mills. Under |

this authority. NRC regulates the reclamatiorvof the UNC uranium mill located |
in Churchrock. New Mexico. However NRC ha no authority for the operation or ;
reclamation of any of the UNC uranium mine Second, the statute your
constituent cites is a New Mexico law. erefore, it would be the

responsibility of the appropriate State agency to ensure compliance with the
New Mexico law.

I trust you find this reply respon . to your constituent's concerns and
clarifies NRC's position.

Sincerely.

James M. Taylor
Executive Director

for Operations
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The Honorable Bill Richardson-

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3103

Dear Congressman Richardson:

I am responding to your letter dated September 23, 1996, requesting assistance
from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. In that letter, you provided
information from one of your constituents concerning the reclamation
activities at three uranium mines owned by United Nuclear Corporation (UNC).
Based on a review of the information provided, it appears that the State of
New Mexico passed a cleanup law, for abandoned uranium mines, entitled the New
Mexico Mining Act, which went into effect in 1993. Your constituent s ms to
want UNC to conduct additional cleanup at three mines sites that wer
reclaimed before the New Mexico law went into effect.

There are two reasons why NRC is unable to help your constitue get UNC to
undertake any additional cleanup at its abandoned uranium aii sites. First,
under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, NRC only s regulatory
authority over the operation and eventual reclamation of ranium mills. Under
this authority, NRC regulates the reclamation of the UN uranium mill located
in Churchrock, New Mexico. However, NRC has no autho ty for the operation or
reclamation of any of the UNC uranium mines. Secon , the statute your
constituent cites is a New Mexico law. Therefore it would be the
responsibility of the appropriate State agency t ensure compliance with the
New Mexico law. As an initial point of contac , your constituent may want to |
try Mr. Richard Orhbom in the New Mexico Env onment Department. Mr. Orhbom
can be reached at (505) 827-0219.

I trust you find this reply responds to our constituent's concerns and
|clarifies NRC's position.
|
|

Sincerely,

James M. Taylor
'

Executive Director
for Operations

cc: Mi. Richard Orhbom
New Mexico Envir ment Department
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The Hanorable Bill Richardson*

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3103-

SUBJECT: U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION ASSISTANCE WITH THE RECLAMATION

OFURANIUMMINESABANDONEDBYUNITEDNUCLEARCORPORpTION

Dear Representative Richardson:

I am responding to your letter dated September. 23, 1996 requesting assistance.

from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. In that, etter, you provided
information from one of your constituents concerning'the reclamation
activities at three uranium mines owned by United' Nuclear Corporation (UNC).
Based on a review of the information provided it appears that the State of
NewMexicopassedacleanuplaw,forabandone/,uraniummines,entitledtheNew'

Mexico Mining Act, which went into effect ir>/1993. Your constituent seems to
want UNC to conduct additional cleanup at,three mines sites that were

. reclaimed before the New Mexico law went/into effect.

There are two reasons why NRC is unab to help your constituent get UNC to
undertake any additional cleanup at/lts abandoned uranium mine sites. First,,

under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, NRC only has regulatory,

authority over the operation and/ eventual reclamation of uranium mills. Under
'

this authority, NRC regulates )he reclamation of the UNC uranium mill located
in Churchrock, New Mexico. H6 wever, NRC has no authority for the operation or
reclamation of any of the UNC uranium mines. Second, the statute your
constituent cites is a Ned Mexico law. Therefore, it would be the
responsibility of the ap'propriate State agency to ensure compliance with the'

New Mexico law.

I trust you find tty s reply responds to your constituent's concerns and
clarifies NRC's p sition,

a

| Sincerely,
,

i

James M. Taylor
Executive Director for Operations

't
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i House oflRepresentativss,

j pc Wasmngton, D.C. 20615 3I03

!3&s SUBJECi: U.S. NUCLEAR RESULATORY COMMISSION ASSISTANCE WITH THE RECLAMATION
i

i

: OF UdAMIUM MINES ABANDONED BY UNITED NUCLEAR CORPORATION
,

j Dear Representative Richardson:
1

I am responding to your letter dated September 23,1996, requesting assistance'

from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. In that letter, you provided.
;

information fras one of your constituents concerning the reclamation ,

activities at three uranius mines owned by United Nuclear Corporation (UNC). 1,

; Based on a review of the infonnation provided, it appears that the State of
j New Mexico passed a cleanup lauffor abandoned uranium sinewntitled the New G *.44

;

! MexicoMiningAc ' i wenT. into effect in 1993. __-; .. ::S t:I 4 th |

| t "- J,b., .. - r constituent . ; n ; O M e de.L . Li ;..r E caah rt
; additional clean at three mines sites that were reclaimed before the New tW {i Mexico law went into effect.

There are two reason NRC is unable to y g
UNC to undertake any additional cleanup at its abanbonstituent 4n gettentranium mine sites. /d

1

|
First, under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, iner NRC only has
regulatory authority over the operation and eventual reclamation of uranium!

i si Is. Under this authority, NRC regulates the reclamation of the UNC uranium
: mill located in Churchrock, New Mexico. However, NRC has no authority for the
| operation or reclamation of any of the UNC uranius sines. Second, the statute i

s a New Mexico law. Therefore, it would bej L %; c ".d 4 your consttt riateSateagencytoensurecompliancewitht/athe responsibility of the app Je -
New Mexico law. e, o

1 %4 . m.a .1 i respondgto your constituen ' c.o
**'4

5 (, n,

M
{ I you find this i
i v r b.) SW ker N

! Sincerely,
|00 r.* bk

!

|
James M. Taylor
Executive Director for Operations

d

!

i

| DISTRIBUTION: File Center PUBLIC NM55 r/f URB r/f CSeelig,PN)A

i Niell JSurmeier LHowell CCain DCorley, OC

|
HThompson ED0 r/f MWeber DWM r/f DWM t/f

|
JAustin DGillen D1R r/f CPoland

Path & File Name: 5:yntt\Umlelf\$70FUT.RSP *5EE PREVIOUS CONCtmAENCE

OPC URS 00C TE91* / DWM DWM NMSS AM$$
_

j- MARE JHelonich MFenner thd MFederline JGrseves MKnapp CPoperiallo

10f le6 10/ /e6 thN lo/ /e6 10/ 196 10/ 196 10/ 196
DATE

N M E N I M m sam m emm sim " ==""""==""""''""""'"
M
OPC Elo EDOj

i __

-

1

{ NARE HThongeon JTaylor

j D&Te 10/ /e6 10/ /De

| Dt Saar 50K on " DATES" line enters R = E-MaH Ulstr1Du ;1on copy H = tiard Copy
OFFICIAL RECORD COPY

|T
1

4

1

2
.__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . __ _ _ _ ..


