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The Honorable Bill Richardson
United States House of Representatives Detcher: 23, 39%
Washington, D.C. 20515-3103

Dear C&ngressman Richardson:

I am responding to your letter dated September 23, 1996, requesting assistance
from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. In that letter, you provided
information from one of your constituents concerning the reclamation
activities at three uranium mines owned by United Nuclear Corporation (UNC).
Based on a review of the information provided, it appears that the State of
New Mexico passed a cleanup law, for abandoned uranium mines, entitled the New
Mexico Mining Act, which went into effect in 1993. Your constituent seems to
want UNC to conduct additional cleanup at three mines sites that were
reclaimed before the New Mexico law went into effect.

There are two reasons why NRC is unable to assist your constituent with regard
to any additional cleanup at UNC’s abandoned uranium mine sites. First, under
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, NRC only has re?ulatory authority
over the operation and eventual reclamation of uranium mills. Under this
authority, NRC regulates the reclamation of the UNC uranium mill located in
Churchrock, New Mexico. However, NRC has no authority for the operation or
reclamation of any of the UNC uranium mines. Second, the statute your
constituent cites is a New Mexico law. Therefore, it would be the
responsibility of the appropriat: State agency to ensure compliance with the
New Mexico law. As an initial point of contact, your constituent may want to
try Mr. Richard Orhbom in the New Mexico Environment Department. Mr. Orhbom
can be reached at (505) 827-0219.

[ trust you find this reply responds to your constituent’s corn-erns and
clarifies NRC's position.

Sincerel yQrigimm w1
Jamas . eyt

James M. Taylor

Executive Director

for Operations

cc: Mr. Richard Orhbom i
New Mexico Environment Department Al /f] v
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The Honorable Bill Richardson
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3103

SUBJECT: U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION ASSISTANCE WITH THE RECLAMATION
OF URANTUM MINES ABANDONED BY UNITED NUCLEAR CORPORATION

Dear Representative Richardson: ////

I am responding to your letter dated September 23, 1996, requesting a;é?stance
from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. In that letter. you ppévided
information from one of your constituents concerning the reclamation
activities at three uranium mines owned by United Nuclear Corpordtion (UNC).
Based on a review of the information provided, it appears that/the State of
New Mexico passed a cleanup law. for abandoned uranium mines/ entitled the New
Mexico Mining Act. which went into effect in 1993. Your cepfistituent seems to
want UNC to conduct additional cleanup at three mines si
reclaimed before the New Mexico iaw went into effect. /

There are two reasons why NRC is unable to help youp constituent get UNC to
undertake any additional cleanup at its abandoned dranium mine sites. First,
under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, ARC only has regulatory
authority over the operation and eventual reclamation of uranium mills. Under
this authority, NRC regulates the reclamation/of the UNC uranium mill located
in Churchrock, New Mexico. However, NRC has’ no authority for the operation or
reclamation of any of the UNC uranium migﬁx?/ Second, the statute your

constituent cites is a New Mexico law. erefore, it would be the
responsibility of the appropriate State/agency to ensure compliance with the
New Mexico law. //’
/
I trust you find this reply respong€ to your constituent’'s concerns and
clarifies NRC's position. /
Sincerely,
y
/
//, James M. Taylor
// Executive Director
// for Operations
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The Honorable Bill Richardson
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3103

Dear Congressman Richardson:

I am responding to your letter dated September 23, 1996, requesting assistance
from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. In that letter, you provided
information from one of your constituents concerning the reclamation
activities at three uranium mines owned by United Nuclear Corporation (UNC).
Based on a review of the information provided, it appears that the State of
New Mexico passed a cleanup law, for abandoned uranium mines, entitled the New
Mexico Mining Act, which went into effect in 1993. Your constituent sgems to
want UNC to conduct additional cleanup at three mines sites that were’
reclaimed before the New Mexico law went into offect. //)y

There are two reasons why NRC is unable to help your constituept get UNC to
undertake any additional cleanup at its abandoned uranium min€ sites. First,
under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, NRC only has regulatory
authority over the operation and eventual reclamation of wranium mills. Under
this authority, NRC regulates the reclamation of the UNC uranium mill located
in Churchrock, New Mexico. However, NRC has no autho ty for the operation or
reclamation of any of the UNC uranium mines. Second/ the statute your
constituent cites is a New Mexico law. Therefore /it would be the
responsibility of the appropriate State agency to’ ensure compliance with the
New Mexico Taw. As an initial point of contact, your constituent may want to
try Mr. Richard Orhbom in the New Mexico Envirfonment Department. Mr. Orhbom
can be reached at (505) 827-0219.

I trust you find this reply responds to your constituent’s concerns and
clarifies NRC’s position.

Sincerely,

James M. Taylor
Executive Director
// for Operations

cc: M. Richard Orhbom 4
New Mexico Envirpnﬁ;nt Department
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The Honorable Bill Richardson
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3103

SUBJECT: U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION ASSISTANCE WITH THE RECLAMATION
OF URANIUM MINES AEANDONED BY UNITED NUCLEAR CORPORATION

Dear Representative Richardson:

I am responding to your letter dated September 23, 1996, requesting assistance
from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. In that Tetter, you provided
information from one of your constituents concerning the reclamation
activities at three uranium mines owned by United Nuclear Corporation (UNC).
Based on a review of the information provided, it appears that the State of
New Mexico passed a cleanup law, for abandoned-uranium mines, entitled the New
Mexico Mining Act, which went into effect in-1993. Your constituent seems to
want UNC to conduct additional cleanup at three mines sites that were
reclaimed before the New Mexico law went into effect.

There are two reasons why NRC is unable to help your constituent get UNC to
undertake any additional cleanup at its abandoned uranium mine sites. First,
under the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, NRC only has regulatory
authority over the operation and eventual reclamation of uranium mills. Under
this authority, NRC regulates the reclamation of the UNC uranium mill located
in Churchrock, New Mexico. However, NRC has no authority for the operation or
reclamation of any of the UNC uranium mines. Second, the statute your
constituent cites is a New Mexico law. Therefore, it would be the
responsibility of the appropriate State agency to ensure compliance with the
New Mexico law. '

I trust you find this reply responds to your constituent’s concerns and
clarifies NRC's pesition.

Sincerely,

James M. Taylor
Executive Director for Operations
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SUBJECT: U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION ASSISTANCE WITH THE RECLAMATION
OF URAMIUM MINES ABANDONED BY UNITED NUCLEAR CORPORATION

Dear Representative Richardson:

I am responding to your letter dated September 23, 1996, requesting assistance
from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission. In that letter, you provided
information from one of your constituents concerning the reclamation
activities at three uranium mines owned by United Nuclear Corporation (UNC).

Based on & review of the information provided, it appears that the State of
New Mexico passed a cleanup lawsfor abandoned uranium minegzentit) New _@

Mexice Wining AC n
-wfw-ﬂowﬂm r constityent

appeans—to-be-v devivetu ave N
additiona! cle at three mines sites that were reclaimed before the New
Mexico law went into effect. Seems

o
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There are two reasons NRC is unable to your gonstituent m getting | . 1
UNC to undertake any additional cleanup at its abandor,Uranium mine sites. /ed
First, under the Atomic Energy Act of 1934, as smended, te NRC only has /
rv?uhtm authority over the operation and eventual reclamation of uranium
mills. Under this authority, NRC regulates the reclamation of the UNC uranium
@11 located in Churchrock, New Mexico. However, NRC has no authority for the
operation or reclamation of any of the UNC uranium mines. Second, the statute
-betng-cited-by your constityent,is @ Mexico law. Therefore, it would be
the responsibility of the spriate Sfate agency to ensure compliance with ‘?{L

New Mexico law. , _—r——
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James M. Taylor
Executive Director for Operations
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