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An aerial radiological survey of the Dawson Forest Wildlife Management
,

Area was conducted by EG&G, Inc. for the United States Department of
.

Energy at the request of the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

Sensitive radiation detectors mounted on a heIIcopter were used during

June 1978 to survey the area, formerly the Lockheed Radiation Effects

Facility. The aerial survey was requested as a follow-up to a previous

.. ground survey conducted by the Department of Natural Resources of the

State of Georgia. The survey area is shown in Figure 1.

Five areas, shown in Figure 1, were identified by the ground survey to

have radiation levels above background due to the presence of Cobalt-60

(''Co). Four of the five areas were confirmed by the aerial survey.

All aerial data were processed to obtain inferred exposure rates from

''Co. The data were further analyzed to identify regions within the

survey boundaries that contained any radioisotope not typical of the

natural background in the area. Both procedures identified the same

four areas as having elevated radiation levels.

The reactor area is shown in Figure 2; the other three confirmed Io-

cations are shown in Figure 3. Contour lines superimposed on the fig-

ures show regions of excess ''Co radiation ranging from I to 45 micro-

roentgens per hour (pR/hr), whereas exposure rates due to natural

.
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background varied between 4 and 10 11R/hr over the site. It should be

noted that the detector system measures the average radiation over an

area of several acres. Localized sources, therefore, will yield indi-'

vidual ground based readings which will exceed the values inferred

from aerial data.

A fifth area identified by the ground survey, the seepage pit near the

reactor, was not confirmed. Calculations based on the reported inten-
,_

sity and spatial extent showed that this seepage pit was not detectable
'

by the aeriai mecsurement system.

An additional flight, over the Etowah River, was made to determine if

significant amounts of radioactive material were transported offsite by

surface water runoff. The flight followed the river downstream from the

site for approximately one mile. No detectable excess radiation levels

were noted.

in summary, the results of the aerial survey indicate that the only de-

tectable radioisotope not typical of natural background in the survey

area is ''Co. Further, significant soCo radiation is present only in

those areas previously identified by the ground measurements.
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6



.

.

i O U i=.3L A'r Fog 9(su gE | |

|

LEGEND
'

Area 1: Reactor
Area 2: Cooling Off Area

.
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I May 30, 1978

i

: M. mollister Cantus
| Director, Office of Ceegressional Relations ;

.

Energy Basearch and Development Administration 1;

20 Massachusetts Avenue, W.W.'

~

washington, D.C. 20S45 g: Jo Anne Esas3

Radiation Danger in Georgia

Dear Mr. Bellister,

Please investigate t.he attached annmunication and for'tard
to m the necessary inforwetion for renly. |

,
,

Your. cnoceration in providina the information t ithin tm
weeks of receipt of thin letter will onable me to anst er ey
constituent within -a ressonat le moount o' tir e.

I'in41y geno your reply, in dunlicete, to my district office
to the attention of the staff aida done name sn? address
annears beloor.

Th.snk yott for your attention to and assistance in this Eatter.
ripe elv,

-s
( .?>

"*ohv ''o | f ritt g %. $,
*'emi'*=r h* Coniress M Q

*

. - ::
. . . , ;.,.. ?.- " * ' ' .

, , _ _ _

t r. * ? v .:er. i reN.y t.c - E[
-

, -2 e. x... s .' ,-' Staff Assistaat I }gg g}g.

,/ Congressmen Toby Moffett s.*
. 91 Lexington St. *

/ New Britain, Ct. 06052
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Department of Energy-

Washington. D.C. 20545
, .

JUN 2 21378

Honorable Toby Moffett
Member of Ceegress
91 Lamingtoa Street
New Britain, Ceanecticut 06052

Dear Mr. Mofeett:
'

Referustee is anos to yter 2405e2 referral regarding an inquiry from
your eoastituent, Jo Amme tems.

W have reviouso your zuferral and believe it relates to a
program for'14tkti the fM1M=' agency has responsibility:

Mr. Carlton Enemarer, Director
' *

Office of Congressional Affairs
Baclear Regulatory Ceestission
1717 E Street, N.W.
enshington, D. C. 20555 .

.

I

|

w are, by copy of this 1.eter, r e rim your smuiry to
that agency for am ,iate action. Marther irquiries of!

| this rature should be sont to the atz:we address.

' t we can be of further assistance, please co.t.act us.

Sincerely, -
,

.

-i- U. W.

Frederick P. Ritz
Director of Congressioral Affairs

th:losure: gy .jgUInconing occr.,.c.4s,ce

h ff 5]% @ O
'

he ,q_cc: Nuclear Regulatory Comission ['iy(
, '


