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On April 26, 1985 at 0940 hours, with the plant in operational condition 5 and
control rod drive friction testing in progress, control room personnel suspended
testing when they noted that the condition 5 surveillance log indicated the RPS
shorting lir's were not removed as required by Technical Specification 3.9.2.c.
All cort,o! rods were inserted or verified to be fully inserted and personnel
were directed to suspend core alterations.

Plant staff reviewed Technical Specifications 3.9.2 and 3.9.3 with the resident
inspector and NRR in Washington to resolve an apparent conflict between
Specification 3.9.2.c and Surveillance Requirement 4.9.2.d. The plant was
later informed that NRR's interpretation of Specification 3.9.2.c required
that the shorting links be removed during single control rod withdrawals.
The Nuclear Shift Supervisor authorized removal of the shorting links at 0130
on April 27 and control rod drive friction testing recommenced at 0545 hours
that day. This event will be reviewed with all licensed personnel and a technical
specification change will be requested to resolve the conflict between specifica-
tions 3.9.2 and 4.9.2.
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On April 26, 1985, at 0940 hours, with the plant in Operational Condition 5 and
control rod drive friction testing in progress, control room personnel suspended
testing when they noted that the condition 5 surveillance log indicated the RPS
shorting links were not removed as required by Technical Specification 3.9.2.c.
All control rods were inserted or verified to be fully inserted (only one was
withdrawn at the time) and all control room personnel were notified and directed
to suspend core alterations until further notice.

Members of the plant staff reviewed Technical Specification 3.9.2 and 3.9.3 with
the resident inspector, then called NRC's Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
(NRR-Washington) to clarify the intent of Sepcification 3.9.2. At 1640 hours the
NSS was informed that NRR's interpretation of the wording of Specification 3.9.2
requires that the RPS shorting links be removed during single control rod with-
drawal (i.e., core alterations). The NSS authorized removal of the shorting links
at 0130 hours on April 27. Control rod stroke time testing recommended at 0545
hours on April 27, 1985.

The root cause of this event was misinterpretation of Technical Specification
3.9.2.c. For approximately two weeks prior to this event, control rod drive
mechanism removal and refurbishment had been ongoing. The operators performing
the condition 5 shiftly surveillance during that period logged "N/A" in the space
provided for " Shorting Link Removal". Verification of shorting link removal was
not required because the control rods were removed per Technical Specification
3.9.10.1, " Single Rod Removal", which does not require shorting link removal.

On April 25, 1985, the shiftly surveillance had already been performed by the 1600
to 2400 shift NSO when control rod stroke time testing began at 2200 hours. On
April 26, 1985, when the shiftly surveillance was performed on the 0000 to 0800
shift, the NSO consulted Technical Specification 3.9.2.c. This section requires
the shorting links to be removed from the RPS circuitry prior to and during the
time any control rod is withdrawn and shutdown margin demonstrations are in
progress. Because shutdown margin demonstrations were not in progress, the NSO
determined that removal.of the shorting links was not required and entered "N/A"
on the shift surveillance log sheet. When the shiftly surveillance was
performed on the 0800 to 1600 shift, the NSS and the NSO performing the
surveillance discussed the technical specification requirements. The decision was
made that core alterations should be suspended because the Surveillance
Requirements 4.9.2.d.1 and 2 of Specification 3.9.2 state that the shorting
links must be removed whenever a control rod is withdrawn or shutdown margin
testing is in progress. The NSS suspended core alterations until plant staff
could provide resolution, as described above.

To prevent recurrence of this event, this event report will be reviewed with
all licensed personnel through the requalification training program and the
required reading program to ensure that they understand that the shorting links

: must be removed or all rods fully inserted, unless Specifications 3.9.10.1 or
3.9.10.2 apply. Detroit Edison also intends to request a change in Specification
3.9.2.c to resolve the apparent conflict,with the language of Surveillance
Requirement 4.9.2.d.
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May 28, 1985
NP-85-0576

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Gentlemen:

Reference: Fermt 2
NRC Operating License No. NPF-33

Subject: Transmittal of Licensee Event Report No. 85-009

Please find enclosed LER No. 85-009-00, dated May 28, 1985, for a
reportable event which occurred on April 26, 1985. As indicated
below, a copy of this LER is being sent to the Region !!I office.

If you have any questions, please contact us.

Sincerely,

v -

R.S. Lenart
Superintendent
Nuclear Production

Enclosure: NRC Forms 366, 366A

cc: Mr. P.M. Byron
Mr. M.D. Lynch

Regional Administrator
USNRC Region !!!
799 Roosevelt Road
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137

M@' s
I

1

i


