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United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Attention: Mr. George W. Knighton, Chief
Licensing Branch No. 3
Division of Licensing

References: (a) Construction Permits CPPR-135 and CPPR-136, Docket
Nos. 50-443 and 50-444

(b) PSNH Letter, dated May 18, 1984, "Seabrook Station
Probabilistic Risk Assessment," J. DeVincentis to
G. W. Knighton

(c) PSNH Letter, dated October 17, 1984, "Seabrook Station
Probabilistic Safety Assessment (SSPSA)," J. DeVincentis
to G. W. Knighton

(d) USNRC Letter, dated April 4,1985, "Seabrook PRA Review,"
G. W. Knighton to R. J. Harrison

(e) PSNH Letter, dated May 29, 1985, "Seabrook Station
Technical Specification Improvement Program,"
J. DeVincentis to G. W. Knighton

Subject: Seabrook Station Probablistic Safety Assessment (SSPSA)

Dear Sir:

In our letters [ References (b) and (c)), we indicated to you our position
regarding further support of the "Seabrook Station Probabilistic Safety
Assessment (SSPSA)." Due to financial constraints put on the Project over the
last year, we had reluctantly terminated our contract with our consultant and
were only able to provide minimal support to the NRC in its review of the
SSPSA. Subsequently you responded via Reference (d) in which you and the
staff determined that the review of our SSPSA would be terminated and a draf t
review report was provided therein.

We agree with the conclusion of your review which did not identify any
safety issues which merit immediate action or errors which could significantly
change the quantitative results of our SSPSA. Additionally, we have reviewed
in detail those concerns which were identified in the Lawrence Livermore
Laboratories (LLNL) draft review report and believe those concerns could
easily be addressed with closer interaction among the technical staffs
involved. Such interaction would lead to a final review report which would
show a greater appreciation of our SSPSA.
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United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Mr. George W. Knighton Page 2

Though it is understood that a Probabilistic Safety Analysis (PSA) is not
a licensing requirement, we recognize the significance and usefulness of a
completed PSA. We intend to support the completion of the NRC SSPSA review.
We feel that supporting the completion of the review will supply both us and
the NRC with a set of technical tools that will aid in evaluating activities
and modifications which provide plant enhancements aimed at improving safety.

i As noted in Reference (e), we are presently evaluating various
i improvements in the Technical Specifications area which will be contingent

upon risk analysis and engineering judgment. A successful attempt to improve
3

! Technical Specifications using risk analysis would be aided by an effective

| PSA review. Therefore, we have initiated those efforts needed to support the
! continuation of the SSPSA review.

! Based on our preliminary review of the LLNL report and our efforts to

| make improvements to Technical Specifications, we have recently contracted
with our PSA consultants to continue the support of the SSPSA. We would like
to meet specifically with your staff to discuss completion of the SSPSA
review. Our goal is to support the schedules of activities which could
realize the benefits of a completed PSA. We believe that with such a meeting,
we can begin the resolution of the LLNL draf t review report concerns and

| establish the schedules and action items necessary for supporting the
completion of the SSPSA review.!

It would be most appreciated if you would inform us as to when we could
meet. We would be most amenable to meet with you in July or early August.
Should you have any questions regarding this issue, please do not hesitate to
contact us.

Very truly yours,

|ha /b M^ bb[V

John DeVincentis, Director
Engineering and Licensing
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William S. Jordan, III Donald E. Chick
Diane Curran Town Manager
Harmon, Weiss & Jordan 'fown of Exeter
20001 S. Street, N.W. 10 Front Streett

Suite 430 Exeter, NH 03833
Washington, D.C. 20009

Brentwood Board of Selectmen
Robert G. Perlis RED Dalton Road
Office-of the Executive Legal Director Brentwood, NH 03833
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555 Richard E. Sullivan, Mayor

City Hall
Robert A. Backus, Esquire Newburyport, MA 01950
116 Lowell Street
P.O. Box 516 Calvin A. Canney
Manchester, NH 03105 City Manager

City Hall
Philip Ahrens, Esquire 126 Daniel Street
Assistant Attorney General Portsmouth, NH 03801
Augusta, ME 04333

Dana Bisbee, Esquire
Mr. John B. Tanzer Assistant Attorney General
Designated Representative of Office of the Attorney General
the Town of Hampton 208 State House Annex
5 Morningside Drive Concord, NH 03301
Hampton, NH 03842

Anne Verge, Chairperson
Roberta C. Pevear Board of Selectmen
Designated Representative of Town Hall
the Town of Hampton Falls South Hampton, NH 03827
Drinkwater Road
Hampton Falls, NH 03844 Patrick J. McKeon

Selectmen's Office
Mrs. Sandra Gavutis 10 Central Road
Designated Representative of Rye, NH 03870
the Town of Kensington
RFD 1 Carole F. Kagan, Esquire
East Kingston, NH 03827 Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Jo Ann Shotwell, Esquire Washington, DC 20555
Assistant Attorney General
Environmental Protection Bureau Mr. Angi Machiros
Department of the Attorney General Chairman of the Board of Selectmen
One Ashburton Place, 19th Floor Town of Newbury
Boston, MA 02108 Newbury, MA 01950

Senator Cordon J. Humphrey Town Manager's Office
U.S. Senate Town Hall - Friend Street
Washington, DC 20510 Amesbury, MA 01913
(ATTN Tom Burack)

Senator Cordon J. Humphrey
Diana P. Randall 1 Pillsbury Street

70 Collins Street Concord, NH 03301
Seabrook, NH 03874 (ATTN Herb Boynton)


