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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

COMMISSIONERS:

Shirley Ann Jackson, Chairman
Kenneth C. Rogers

Greta J. Dicus

Nils J. Diaz

Edward McGaffigan, Jr. ‘.QERVED 0CT -3 199

In the Matter of

YANKEE ATOMIC ELECTRIC COMPANY Docket No. 50-029-DCOM
Decommissioning Plan
(Yankee Nuclear Power Station)
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In a letter dated September 30, 1996, the Yankee Atomic

Electric Company (YAEC) provided a "fourteen day notification" to
the NRC staff of YAEC’s intent to implement “"additional minor
decommissioning activities® at its Yankee Rowe facility. The
Citizens Avareness Network and the New England Coalition on
Nuclear Pollution have filed with the Commission a “request for
immediate injunction® against YAEC’s proposed activities. The
Commission hereby orders YAEC not to undertake those activities,
pending further order of the Commission.

In CLI-96-6, 43 NRC 123 (1596), the Commission issued a gua
sponte decision declining to disturb NRC staff decisions under 10
C.P.R § 2.206 finding permissible previous “"minor"
decommissioning activities. The Commission indicated, however,
that it understood YAEC to contemplate no further minor

activities. 43 NRC at 132. The Commission also stated that it
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"stands ready to call a halt to such activities" if necessary,
because "an accumulation of ‘minor’ activities could so
eviscerate the SAFSTOR option" that the ongoing Commission
adjudication on Yankee Rowe’s decommissioning might be rendered
meaningless. Jd., at 131-32.

The Yankee adjudication is not yet over. Last week (on
October 2, 1996) the Commission issued a temporary housekeeping
stay, pending its consideration of an expedited petition fur
review and its consideration of a motion for a full stay pending
Commission review of the Licensing Board’s recent decision
(LBP-96~-18, September 27, 1996) terminating the proceeding. The
Commission intends to issue its decision on those matters as
promptly as possible. In the meantime, we direct YAEC not to
undertake the activities described in its September 30 letter,
pending further order of the Commission.

It is so ORDERED.

W o -
For the Commission,

S (e

hn C. Hoyle
Secrgtary of the Commission

Dated ’g Rockville, Maryland
this 3_— day of October, 1996

! As described in YAEC’s September 30 letter, these
activities are: removal of motor control center, removal of
asbestos insulation in the RCA, removal of miscellaneous PAB
components, removal of miscellaneous wvaste disposal building
components, removal of waste hold-up and test tanks, and
decontamination of the safety injection building concrete

surfaces.
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Dated at Rockville, Md. this
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Lesiie B. Greer, Asst Atty Gen

Scott Harshbarger, Atty Gen

Department of the Attorney General
Government Bureau - Trial Div.

200 Portland Street

Boston, MA 02114
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