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h PRl September 20, 1996

Ms. Barbara Bonham
6354 Cowgill Lane
Cumberland, OH 43732

Dear Ms. Bonham:

| am responding to your fax of September 12, 1996, to Chairman Jackson of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission in which you requested NRC to: (1) postpone the
September 16, 1996, meeting; and (2) extend the public comment period on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statenent (DEIS) for the Shieldalloy Metallurgical Corporation
facility in Cambridge, Ohio, by a period of at least 150 days.

The purpose of the meeting was to provide the public and interested parties an
overview of the DEIS, to answer questions on information contained within the DEIS,
and to receive comments for consideration in developing the Final EIS. We
intentionally scheduled the public meeting more than a month after the DEIS was
distributed to ensure that interested parties would have an opportunity to review the
document, to answer questions that surface in reviewing the DEIS, and to allow time
after the public meeting for people to consider this information in preparing any
written comments on the DEIS before the close of the comment period on October
31, 1996. We have also doubled the duration of the comment period from the legally
required 45-day period to 90 days to allow additional time for public review.

We conducted the meeting as planned after considering your potential reasons for
delay. As you noted in your letter, NRC turned down a similar request for postponing
the meeting from Mr. Sherwood Bauman. Your letter gives the same reasons for
postponing the meeting as Mr. Bauman's--that Ohio’s Remedial
Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) is not in our Public Document Room (PDR) in
the Guernsey County Library and the PDR is not accessible to handicapped persons.
Neither of these provided a sufficient basis for delay. The RI/FS is being developed
by Shieldalloy Metallurgical Corporation and other responsible parties in compliance
with a consent order from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA). A draft
of the RI/FS was initially published in July 1995. Because the draft RI/FS describes
site characteristics and remediation designs, NRC's DEIS ci‘es the document. A
copy of the draft RI/FS was placed in NRC's PDR when it was received by the NRC
last year (ca. July 1995). In my visit to Cambridge, Ohio, on September 16, 1996, |
confirmed that the document is available in the PDR. Therefore, a copy of the RI/FS
has been available for some time.
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\¥ith respect to handicap accessibility, NRC's PDR staff contacted Guernsey County
Public Library, Cambridge, on September 10, 1996, and confirmed that the records in
the PDR are accessibi. ‘0 handicapped individuals by using the elevator. The
elevator is handicap accessible. Library staff mentioned the basement has to be
handicap accessible because that is where the handicap accessible bathroom is
located. | also confirmed these facts in my visit to the Guernsey County PDR on
September 16, 1996. Consequently, the claim that the PDR collection at the
Guernsey County Library is inaccessible is not valid and therefore was not a sufficient
basis for delay of NRC's public meeting.

Regarding your second request that we extend the public comment period on the
DEIS beyond October 31, 1996, by at least 150 days, it would be premature to
extend the comment period at this point in the review process. The public meeting
was useful in highlighting both the level of interest in the DEIS by the public and
some specific issues. Ancther consideration is that by the middle of October 1996,
we will also have current information on the: status of Ohio’s review of the draft RI/FS
and associated actions. We will consider this information in determining whether the
comment period should be extended. Please note that NRC staff will grant, to the
extent practicable, reasonable requests for extensions of time for the comment period
of up to 15 days, in accordance with NRC requirements in 10 CFR 51.73.

Sincerely,

[ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:]

Michael F. Weber, Chief

Low-Level Waste and Decommissioning
Projects Branch

Division of Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards
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With respect to handicap accessibility, NRC's PDR staff contacted Guernsey County
Public Library, Cambridge, on September 10, 1996, and confirmed that the records in
the PDR are accessible to handicapped individuals by using the elevator, The
elevator is handicap accessible. Library staff mentioned the basement has to be
handicap accessible because that is where the handicap accessible bathroom is
located. | also confirmed these facts in my visit to the Guernsey County PDR on
September 16, 1996. Consequently, the claim that the PDR collection at the
Guernsey County Library is inaccessible is not valid and therefore was not a sufficient
basis for delay of NRC's public meeting.

Regarding your second request that we extend the public comment period on the
DEIS beyond October 31, 1996, by at least 150 days, it would be premature to
extend the comment period at this point in the review process. The public meeting
was useful in highlighting both the level of interest in the DEIS by the public and
some specific issues. Another consideration is that by the middle of October 1996,
we will also have current information on the status of Ohio’s review of the draft RI/FS
and associated actions. We will consider this information in determining whether the
comment period should be extended. Please note that NRC staff will grant, to the
extent practicable, reasonable requests for extensions of time for the comment period
of up to 15 days, in accordance with NRC requirements in 10 CFR 51.73.

Sincerely,
U hof S lhe

Michael F. Weber, Chief

Low-Level Waste and Decommissioning
Projects Branch

Division of Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards
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With respect to handicap accessibility, NRC's PDR staff contacted Guernsey County
Public Library, Cambridge, on September 10, 1996, and confirmed that the records in
the PDR are accessible to handicapped individuals by using the elevator. The
elevator is handicap accessible. Library staff mentioned the basement has to be
handicap accessible because that is where the handicap accessibie bathroom is
located. | also confirmed these facts in my visit to the Guernsey County PDR on
September 16, 1996. Consequently, the claim that the PDR collection at the
Guernsey County Library is inaccessible is not valid and therefore was not a sufficient
basis for delay of NRC's public meeting.

Regarding your second request that we extend the public comment period on the
DEIS beyond October 31, 1996, by at least 150 days, it would be premature to
extend the comment period at this point in the review process. The public meeting
was useful in highlighting both the level of interest in the DEIS by the public and
some specific issues. Another consideration is that by the middle of October 1996,
we will also have current information on the status of Ohio’s review of the draft RI/FS
and associated actions. We will consider this information in determining whether the
comment period should be extended. Please note that NRC staff will grant, to the
extent practicable, reasonable requests for extensions of time for the comment period
~f up to 15 days, in accordance with NRC requirements in 10 CFR 51.73.

Sincerely,

[ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:]

Michael F. Weber, Chief

Low-Level Waste and Decommissioning
Projects Branch

Division of Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards
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With respect to handicap accessibility, NRC's PDR staff contacted Guernsey County
Public Library, Cambridge, on September 10, 1996, and confirmed that the records in
the PDR are accessible to handicapped individuals by using the elevator. The
elevator is handicap accessible. Library staff mentioned the basement has to be -
handicap accessible because that is where the handicap accessible bathroom is
located. | also confirmed these facts in my visit to the Guernsey County PDR on
September 16, 1996. Consequently, the claim that the PDR collection at the
Guernsey County Library is inaccessible is not valid and therefore was not a sufficient
basis for delay of NRC's public meeting.

Regarding your second request that we extend the public ccmment period on the
DEIS beyond October 31, 1996, by at least 150 days, it would be premature to
extend the comment period at this point in the review process. The public meeting
was useful in highlighting both the level of interest in the DEIS by the public and
some specific issues. Another consideration is that by the middle of October 1996,
we will also have current information on the status of Ohio's review of the draft RI/FS
and associated actions. We will consider this information in determining whether the
comment period should be extended. Please note that NRC staff will grant, to the
extent practicable, reasonable requests for extensions of time for the comment period
of up to 15 days, in accordance with NRC requirements in 10 CFR 51.73.

Sincerely,

Michael F. Weber, Chief

Low-Level Waste and Decommissioning
Projects Branch

Division of Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Material

[ Safety)and Safeguards
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With respect to handicap accessibility, NRC's PDR staff contacted Guernsey County
Public Library, Cambridge, on September 10, 1996, and confirmed that the records in
the PDR are accessible to handicapped individuals by using the elevator. The
eievator is handicap accessible. Library staff mentioned the basement has to be
handicap accessible because that is where the handicap accessible bathroom is
located. Consequently, inaccessibility of the PDR collection at the Guernsey County
Library is not a sufficient basis for delay of NRC's public meeting. | also confirmed
these facts in my visit to the Guernsey County PDR on September 16, 1996.

Regarding your second request that we extend the public comment period on the
DEIS beyond October 31, 1996, by at least 150 days, it would be premature to
extend the comment period at this point in the review process. The public meeting
was useful in highlighting both the level of interest in the DEIS by the public and
some specific issues. Another consideration is that byjﬁe middle of October 1996,
we will also have current information on the status of Ohio’s review of the draft RI/FS
and associated actions. We will consider this information in determining whether the
comment period shouid be extended. Please Qde that NRC staff will grant, to the
extent practicable, reasonable requests for extensions of time for the comment period
of up to 15 days, in accordance with NRC requirements in 10 CFR 51.73.

_/Sincerely,

Michael F. Weber, Chief

Low-Level Waste and Decommissioning
Projects Branch

Division of Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Material
Safety and Safeguards
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