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During a normal unit shutdown, with the mode switch in startup/ hot standby,
a half Group 1 isolation alarm annunciated at the same time as the reactor press-
ure dropped below 850 psi. The cause of the b isolation was attributed
to the failure of the reactor mode switch to make-up all contacts in the
startup/ hot standby mode. The isolation alarm signal was believed to be caused
by steam line pressure less than 850 psi and some mode switch contacts still
in the "run" position. The unit NSO attempted to clear the isolation signal
by " jiggling" the mode switch to move these contacts from the "run" to " hot
standby" position. This attempt resulted in additional contacts of the mode
switch returning to the "run" position. With reactor pressure less than
850 psi, and at least two mode switch scram contacts in their "run" position,
the MSIV's closed, leading to a reactor scram from 10 percent MSIV closure.

The mode switch was. checked for electrical and mechanical defects, and none
were found. In order to prevent future occurrences of this type, an
operating order will be written which will instruct the Operators on the
proper actions to be taken if it is believed that not all of the mode switch
contacts are in the correct position. The safety significance of this event
is considered minimal, as the unit was shutting down, all safety systents
operated as designed, and the event would not occur if the unit was at power
operation. This was the first reportable occurrence of this type at Dresden
Station.
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During a normal unit shutdown, with the mode switch in startup/ hot standby,
a half Group 1 isolation alarm annunciated at the same time as the reactor pressure
dropped below 850 psi. The cause of the half isolation was attributed
to the failure of the reactor mode switch to make-up all contacts in the
startup/ hot standby mode. The isolation alarm signal was believed to be
caused by steam line pressure less than 850 psi and some mode switch contacts
still in the "run" position. The unit NSO attempted to clear the isolation
signal by " jiggling" the mode switch to move these contacts from the "run"
to " hot standby" position. This attempt resulted in additional contacts of
the mode switch returning to the "run" position. With reactor pressure less
than 850 psi, and at least two mode switch scram contacts in their "run"
position, the MSIV's closed, leading to a reactor scram from 10 percent MSIV
closure.

The mode switch was checked for electrical and mechanical defects, and none
were found. In order to prevent future occurrences of this type, an operating
order will be written which will instruct the Operators on the proper actions
to be taken if it is believed that not all of the mode switch contacts are
in the correct position. The safety significance of this event is considered
minimal, as the unit was shutting down, all safety systems operated as designed,
and the event would not occur if the unit was at power operation. This was
the first reportable occurrence of this type at Dresden Station.
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July 3, 1985

DJS Ltr #85-711

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Licensee Event Report #85-027-0, Docket #050237 is being submitted as
required by Technical Specification 6.6, NUREG 1022 and 10 CFR 50.73
(a)(2)(iv).
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D.J. Scott
Station Manager
Dresden Nuclear Power Station
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