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OFFICE OF THE September 7, 1984

COMMISSIONER

Dr. Thomas H. Pigford

Reactor Administrator

Department of Nuclear Engineering
University of California
Berveley, California 94720

Dear Dr,,PTE ord:

I would 1ike to take this opportunity to thank you for a very informa-
tive briefing and tour of the research reactor at Berkeley. I found our
discussions to be very helpful for my consideration of the Commission's
proposed rule to T1imit the use of highly enriched uranium in domestic
research and test reactors. I have enclosed a copy of the proposed rule
for your information. The comment period has been extended until
November 2, 1984, 'The Commission would appreciate any comments you may
have on the proposal.

The proposed rule defines HEU as fuel in which the weight percent of
U-235 in tte uranium is 20% or greater. Low enriched uranium is fuel in
which the weight percent of U-235 in the uranium is less than 20%. I
checked on this point when I returned to Washington, and found that the
information I had given you on this was incorrect. You may want to
comment on this point.

The Commission is presently considering guidance to the staff on upgrad-
ing physical security requirements at nonpower reactors. As it present-
ly stands, concrete barriers are not being considered.

I would also 1ike to thank you for a delightful lunch and tour of the
Berkeley campus. Please let me know the next time you will be in
Washington, so I can return the favor.

Sincere1y.

/;ifi:: B, Asse]stine

Enclosure: As stated
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percissible under 10 CFR 73.67(d) except just prior te refuelizg;
theft of fuel by a single insider, alome or with external belp, is net
feasible; and the dose rate from its irradiated fuel exceeds the
self-protecting 100 rem/hcur at one meter by twe orders of zagmitude
or more.

With regard to the above proposed improved capadbilities, it {s not
possible to be specific until the precise wording of a propcsed rule
is published, Until such time, MIT's comments must be considered
tentative and, in any event, they apply to MIT only. We cammot speak
with regard to the impact of such new rules on other TeazteTs, since
we necessarily lack knowledge regarding their securisy plazs, but it
appears that the rules would not seriously affect MIT if, as mentioned
above, they are reasonably interpreted and applied.

Sincerely,

\
g : _
'/ v i /<5<;°7N‘aqﬁ 52>,
John A, Bermarzd, Js.
Reactor Superintencent

L%Q‘/"Z"
Lincoln Clarzk, Jr. O
Director of Reactor Operations



