
October 17, 1996
.

khs Honorabis D:nny R. Mitch:ll, Sr., Member'

Strts of Louisians
Fjouse of Representatives
2332 Jewella Avenue, Suite B
Shreveport, LA 71109

Dear flepresentative Mitchell:

I am responding to your September 20,1996, letter to Chairman Jackson, Commissioners
Rogers and Dieus, and Judges Moore, Cole, and Shon, expressing concerns about the
proposed Louisiana Energy Services (LES) uranium enrichment plant in Claiborne Parish,
Louisiana.

Before granting a license for this type of facility, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
conducts a safety review and an environmental review, and holds an adjudicatory hearing
which is open to the public. The NRC technical staff has completed its safety and
environmental reviews, and the matter was presented to the NRC Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board for the hearing phase of the licensing process. Participants in the public
hearing included the applicant, the NRC technical staff, the State of Louisiana, and a
Claiborne Parish intervenor group, Citizens Against Nuclear Trash, which opposes licensing
of the f acility. At the hearing, which was conducted in Shreveport, Louisiana, in July
1994, and March 1995, the Licensing Board heard testimony on many of the issues raised.

in your letter. The Licensing Board issued a partialinitial decision on certain safety matters
on April 26,1996. A decision by the Licensing Board on the matters raised in your letter,
which may be subject to Commission review, is pending.

I trust that this reply responds to your concerns.
'

Sincerely,

odginal signed By

Carl J. Paperiello, Director
Office of Nuclear Material Safety

and Safeguards
cc: Service List I
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LES SERVICE LIST

Mr. Roland J. Jensen Marcus A. Rowden, Esq.
Licensing Manager Fried, Frank, Harris
Louisiana Energy Services, LP Shriver & Jacobsen
2600 Virginia Avenue, NW 1101 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Suite 608 Suite 900 South
Washington, DC 20037 Washington, DC 20004

Mr. J. Michael McGarry, III, Esq. Joseph DiStefano, Esq.
Winston & Strawn Urenco Investments, Inc.
1400 L Street, NW Suite 610
Washington, DC 20005 2600 Virginia Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20037

Mr. Ronald L. Wascom
Deputy Assistant Secretary Mr. Robert G. Morgan
Office of Air Quality and Duke Engineering & Services, Inc.

Radiation Protection P.O. Box 1004
P.O. Box 82135 Charlotte, NC 28201-1004
Baton Rouge, LA 70884-2135

Thomas S. Moore, Chairman
Administrative Judge

Ms. Diane Curran, Esq. Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
c/o IEER V.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
6935 Laurel Avenue, Suite 204 Washington, DC 20555
Takoma Park, MD 20912

David S. Bailey, Esq.
Thomas J. Henderson, Esq.

Nathalie M. Walker, Esq. Lawyers' Committee for Civil
Sierra Club Legal Defense fund Rights Under Law
400 Magazine Street, Suite 401 1450 G Street NW, Ste. 400
New Orleans, LA 70130 Washington, DC 20005

Office of the Secretary

Office of the Commission Appellate ATTN: Docketing and Service Branch
Adjudication U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail Stop: OWFN 16-G-15 Washington, DC 20555
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555 Richard F. Cole

Administrative Judge
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Panel Washington, DC 20555

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Frederick J. Shon
Administrative Judge
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

.
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Office of Commission Appellate
Adjudication

Mail Stop: 16-G-15 OWFN !

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555
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