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- September 11, 1996

The Honorable Newt Gingrich
Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Pursuant to Subtitle E of the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness
Act of 1996, 5 U.S.C. 801, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is
submitting a final action that provides human factors engineering (HFE)
guidance for use by the NRC staff in its: 1) review of the human-system
interface (HSI) designs voluntarily submitted by nuclear power plant licensees
or by applicants for a license or design certification of commercial nuclear
power plants, and 2) performance of HSI reviews undertaken as part of
inspections or regulatory reviews where HSI design or incidents involving
human performance are implicated. The guidance consists of a review process
and HFE guidelines. It describes those aspects of the HSI design review
process that are important to the identification and resolution of HSI design
discrepancies that could adversely affect plant safety. It also provides
detailed HFE guidelines for the assessment of HSI design implementations.

We have determined that this action is not a "major rule” as defined in
5 U.S.C. 804(2). We have confirmed this determination with the Cffice of

Management and Budget.

The guidance provided by this action does not impose new requirements on
current plants and does not propose a new NRC staff position or seek
additional licensee commitments. Therefore, a regulatory analysis was not

required.

Enclosed is a copy of the notice of availability that is being transmitted to
the Federal Register for publication.

Sincerely,

Ry

Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Notice of Availability
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The Honorable Al Gore

President of the United
States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. President:

Pursuant to Subtitle £ of the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness
Act of 1996, 5 U.S.C. 801, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is
submitting a final action that provides human factors engineering (HFE)
guidance ror use by the NRC staff in its: 1) review of the human-system
interface (HSI) designs voluntarily submitted by nuclear power plant licensees
or by applicants for a license or design certification of commercial nuclear
power plants, and 2) performance of HSI reviews undertaken as part of
inspections or regulatory reviews where HS| design or incidents involving
human performance are implicated. The guidance consists of a review process
and HFE guidelines. It describes those aspects of the HSI design review
process that are important to the identification and resolution of HSI design
discrepancies that could adversely affect plant safety. It also provides
detailed HFE guidelines for the assessment of HSI design implementations.

We have determined that this action is not a "major rule" as defined in
5 U.S.C. 804(2). We have confirmed this determination with the Office of

Management and Budget.

The guidance provided by this action does not impose new requirements on
current plants and does not propose a new NRC staff position or seek
additional licensee commitments. Therefore, a regulatory analysis was not

required.

Enclosed is a copy of the notice of availability that is being transmitted to
the Federal Register for publication.

Sincerely, //’

Lot K Z?Z/f/\

Dennis K. Rathbun, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Notice of Availability



UNITED STATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20886-0001

September 11, 1996

Mr. Robert P. Murphy
General Counsel

General Accounting Office
Room 7175

44] G St., NW

Washington, DC 20548

Dear Mr. Murphy:

Pursuant to Subtitle E of the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement Fairness
Act of 1996, 5 U.S.C. 801, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is
submitting a final action that provides human factors engineering (HFE)
guidance for use by the NRC staff in its: 1) review of the human-system
interface (HSI) designs voluntarily submitted by nucl=ar power plant licensees
or by applicants for a license or design certification of commercial nus)lear
power plants, and 2) performance of HSI reviews undertaken as part of
inspections or regulatory reviews where HSI design or incidents involving
human performance are implicated. The guidance consists of a review process
and HFE guideiines. It describes those aspects of the HSI design review
process that are important to the identification and resolution of HSI design
discrepancies that could adversely affect plant safety. It also provides
detailed HFE guidelines for the assessment of HSI design implementations.

We have determined that this action is not a "major rule” as defined in §
U.5.C. 804(2). We have confirmed this determination wich the Office of

Management and Budget.

The guidance provided by this action does not impose new requirements on
current plants and does not propose a new NRC staff position or seek
additional licensee commitments. Therefore, a regulatory analysis was not
required.

Enclosed is a copy of the notice of availability that is being transmitted to
the Federal Register for publication.

Sincerely,

ennis K. Rathbun, Director

Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:
Notice of Availability



