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SUBJECT: ORAFT REPORT OF THE DOE ADVISORY PANEL CN WASTE MANAGEMENT

ORGANIZATION

In response to your December 12, 1984 request for comments, we have reviewed

the draft report of the DOE Advisory Panel on Waste Maragement Organization from
the perspective of potential impacts on NRC's regulatory role., The panel's
major recommendation, shifting management of the high-level waste program from
DOE to a new public corporation, would not appear to have any major impacts

on the regulation of the high-level waste program by NRC. However, there

are a few points which deserve mention:

1) Issues concerning financial liability are likely to be impacted
should the high-level waste program be shifted to a public
corporation. With DOE as the licensee, the Federal government--with
all of the financial resources available to it--would clearly be
liable for all aspects of the high-level waste program, A public
corporation would not necessarily have access to the same financial
resources, and requirements for insurance, bonding, etc., would
have to be established,

2) The organizational structure, DOE or public .corporation, probably
would have some bearing on the issue of utilization of the Nuclear
Waste Fund to support NRC's high-level waste licensing program. The
legal and policy implications should be considered.

3) In 60.121 of Part 60, "Requirements for ownership and control of
interests in 'and," reference is made to controls established outside
the controlled area of the repository. Any impacts on the
legality/practicality of establishing these controls which would
result from a shift in organizational structure to a public
corporation would have to be examined.
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