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September 5, 1983

To: Mel Silberberg \
From: Herb Isbin ﬂwolm

Within the past month, a variety of accounts has been made svailable with
the implication that the present NRC Source Terma will be shown %o be mush %00
conservative, I am referring to the following publicaticns as examples:

EPRI J, July/Aug 1983 (Reactor Acecidents: A Global Neasecsament of Coasaque: . oc)
ANS News, Aug 1983 (expeotations of the ANS and IDCOR studies)
Ches Engr Prog, Aug 1983 (R. C. Vogel's Robert E, Wilson Awesd Lecture)
Congressional Research Service Review, May 1983 (Potential for Reduocing

the Predioted Consequences of Nuolear Puwer Plant Accidents)
Nueclear Safety, May/June, 1983 (LWR Safety Rccearch at EFRI: An Updete)
AIP INPO, Aug 1983 (reference to and enclosurs of EPRI J article; refersnce

to the NRC draft rep..i un the Price-Anderson Act)

Additionally, the Sept 26-29, 1983, ANS Topioal Moeting and the Oot 30-Nov 3, 1983.
ANS Winter Meeting will inolude discussions of the scurce terms. I az planning

to attend the Topical Meeting., All inputs to your Office are %o be received
without bias and must be judged with the standards you are establishing,

You have set goals for improving the data base and this is being cccompanied
by & program for verification and validation of models. The ne2d and izportance
of sensitivity analyses have been recognized, (However, the oral presentations
a$ the July 28-29, 1983, Peer Review Group Meeting did not matoh my expectetions,)
The methods and oriteria you have established for receiving peer and advisory
inputs are more than adequate; however the diffiocult assignment is wvhat you do
with the inputs to obtain prompt and effeotive recclutions, I r23 the elemente
for ths bookkesping, but I do not know how you are handling the %eochniosl
arrangexsents for the resoluticn and effective incorporation of any input em
soenarios, data base, and modelling,

You have established important and parallel efforts %o augrant the activiiies
thr ugh the use of ad hoo study groups, such as the one for evalieting modes eni
location of containment failures, Key elements are the participants you have
invited, the assighnments being given, end the leaderchip being provided,

Results from these groups have yet to be made available,

I expect the tempo and challenges of the inputs to intensify, placing
inoreasing demands on your Office to receive and evaluate improvements in the
data base, modelling, and in the evaluation of ths ~ourse cf portulated acoident:.
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The conecluding thought is that although you have a well oonceived prograz,
inoresned attention must be given $o the thorough, oompetent, and oritical
evaluation of the many inputs you have already received apd will be receiving,
the resulting impact om the BCL studies, the establishuent of an improved date
base, and the assurance that you are developing the proper anslytical tools
for svaluating comsequences,



