The Honorable Lloyd Bentsen MAY 21 1988
United States Senator

961 Federal Building

Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Senator Bentsen:

This letter is in response to an inquiry to your cifice by Mr. Paul W. Murrill,
Chairman of Gulf States Utilities, concerning the licensing of the River Bend
Station, a nuclear plant in West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana.

The NRC staff is now in the final stages of reviewing the application
by Gulf States Utilities for an operating license for the River Bend Station.

Senior officials from Gulf States Utilities and the NRC staff met on March 26,
1985 to review progress on the River Bend Station application. The Director,
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation and senior staff also met with Gulf States
Utilities at the River Bend Site on May 13 and 14, 1985 to assess the plant's
readiness for an operating license. While a number of key issues remain to be
resolved on the River Bend Station, the NRC staff is giving the appropriate
priority to the applicant's request for a timely decision on issuance of an
operating license.

The requisite staff resources to complete review of key licensing issues as
well as required onsite inspections have been made available to issue an
operating license for the River Bend Station just as soon as the plant's
construction status and operational readiness warrants its issuance.

Sincerely,

(Signed) William J. Dircks

William J. Dircks
Executive Director for Operations
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The Honorable Lloyd Bentsen
Member, United States Senate
961 Federal Building
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Senator Bentsen:

This letter is in response to an inquiry to your office by Mr. Paul W. Murrill,
Chairman of Guif States Utilities, concerning the licensing of the River Bend
Staticn, @ nuclear plant in West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana.

The NRC sti is now in the final stages of reviewing the application
by Gulf States Utilities for an operating license for the River Bend Station.

Senfor officials\from Gulf States Utilities and the NRC staff met on March 26,
1985 to review progress on the River Benag Station application. The Director,
0ffice of Nuclear Raactor Regulation and senior staeff will be meeting again
with Gulf States UtiNties at the River Bend Site on May 13 and 14, 1985 to
assess the plant's rcaginess for an operating license. Wnile a number of key
issues remain t¢ be reshived on the River Bend Station, the NRC staff is
giving the appropriate pRiority to the applicant's request for a timely
decision on issuance of am operating license.

The requisite staff resourcey to complete review of key licensing issues as
well 2s reauired onsite inspextions heve been made available tu issue an
operating license for the Rivey bend Station just as soon as the plant's
construction status and operatiynal readiness warrents its issuance.

Sincerely,

William J. Dircks
Executive Director for OUperations
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The Honorable Lloyd Bentsen
United States Senator

961 Federal Building
Austin, Texas 78701

Dear Senator Bentsen:

This letter is in response to an inquiry to your office by Mr. Paul W. Murrill,
Chairman of Gulf States Utilities, concerning the licensing of the River Bend
Station, a nuclear plant in West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana.

The NRC staff is now in the final stages of reviewing the application
by Gulf States Utilities for an operating license for the River Bend Station.

Senior officials from Gul¥ States Utilities and the NRC staff met on March 26,
1985 to review progress on'the River Bend Station application. The Director,
Office of Nuclear Reactor Ragulation and senior staff will be meeting again
with Gulf States Utilities at the River Bend Site on May 13 and 14, 1985 to
assess the plant's readiness %or an operating license. While a number of key
issues remain to be resolved ol the River Bend Station, the NRC staff is
giving the appropriate priority\to the applicant's request for a timely
decision on issuance of an operaling license.

The requisite staff resources to cymplete review of key licensing issues as
well as required onsite inspections\have been made available to issue an
operating license for the River Bend Station just as soor as the plant's
construction status and operational meadiness warrants its issuance.

Sincerely,

illiam J. Dircks
Executive Director for Operations
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The Honorable Lloyd Bentsen
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Bentsen:

This letter is in response to an inquiry to your office by Mr. Paul W. Murrill,
chairman of Gulf States Utilities, concerning the licensing of the River Bend
Station nuclear plant in St. Francisville Parrish, Louisiana.

The nuclear power plant licensing is a multiyear prccess involving a thorough

review of the applicants
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roposed design and operation of their power plant.

fiscal year, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has
operatfqp licenses and four full power licenses for power
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\
ymission staff is now 1d\the final stages of reviewing the application
of Guif States Utilities for an\initial license for the River Bend Station.

While several key issues remain tg be resolved, on River Bend, the Commission
will attempt to accomodate the applicant's request for a decision on an initial

license by June, 1985.
action on other nuclear power plant
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Sincerely,

HY R. Denton, Director
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555
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SEIl. LLOYD BENTSEN g FINAL REPLY:

TO:
KAMMERER

FOR SIGNATURE OF: #% GREEN == SECY NO: 85-295
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DESC: ROUT ING:
ENCLOSES LTR FROM PAUL W. MURRILL, GULF STATES RMARTIN
UTILITIES RE LICENSE FOR RIVER BEND TAYLOR

GCUNNINGHAM

DATE: 04/18/85
ASSIGNED TO: MRR CONTACT: DENTON

SPECI/L INSTRUCTIONS OR REMARKS:
REPLY TO AUSTIN, TEXAS OFFICE.
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