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Re: White Mesa Mill License Renewal w'ji- @s- a

s g
* 5Dear Mr. Smith: :

#

On April 3, 1985, I attended a meeting betaeen representatives of
the United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission ("NRC"), UMETCO L

-

Minerals Corporation ("UMETCO") and Energy Fuels Nuclear, Inc.

("EEN") at your Lakewood office, during which time the status and -

progress of the White Mesa Mill License Renewal was discussed. -i

Specifically, Mr. Hawkins and Mr. Hildenbrand from the NRC, M. g

Sparling and Mr. Schierman from UMETCO, and Mr. Roberts end I from 3
EEN were in attendance.

]To be candid, I came away from the meeting very concerned about
the sperinply Icw priority being given by the NRC staff to the =

License Renewal and the distarbing lack of progress cade th;s far ,

bi the S;C tceard approval. It would se+m to me that with the ;

carrent depressed state of the arania- mining and -illing in-
-

dustry, a grest ieal more attention :oald and should De given by -j.

the NRC to the only uranicy mill in the United Stat +s that is _

"

planning to reactivate during 1985. ;s you knew, the present
License does not authorize actual operation of the Mill, and .

th+refore, apprceal of the Licenst. Reneeal is necessary before the"''

N b Mill can start-ap and begin the processing of ore. (
. * a.,

As you also knew, current plans contemplate that ore processin =v

.3 wt11 recomen;e on or 3efore Octoser 1, 1933, a: wever, the needs ;

IMC of EFS for U 0, could cause this start-up date to be mcVed up to
-

3as early as nigust 1, 1985. The current SRC License Renewal :

%
O schedule sh:ws a cornletion date of August 30, 1985. Even with ;

,

r3 the October, 1985 start-up date, this schedule does ut provide a ae

sofficient rargin of safety for any unforeseen delays. ]*
S5
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Mr..R.' Dale Smith,_irector- D
_

=Utanium Recovery Field. Office
April 112, 1985
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,

' October:of 1934.of.the intention of UMETCO and EFN to. restart the
. Mill in ' August of 19_85, I am deeply concerned with the seening
l'ack of. progress made by your off. ice tesard approval of the
. Lice nse . - Notwithstanding that all technical information required

_

.was . received by the NRC from UMETCO in' January-of 1985, and the
previous! assurance given to both EFN and'UMETCO by your staff as
.early- as October - of 1984- that the- License Renewal could < be ac-
complished-by August of 1985,-I am concerned that the currents

revies' schedule.will not be adequate to ensure approval by August-

or September.

Any. assistance and attention you or your staff can give to this
'important; License Benewal_ Application to compress the schedule of
review:will be greatly appreciated. In this regard, please do not

- hesitate - to" contact Mr. E. W. Shortridge, Operations Manager of-,

UMETCO,.or myself if we can supply-you with any-additional infor-
g

mation. - In -' addition , if you would like to discuss' this ' letter
'further, I would;welcome the opportunity to speak with
you.

.Very truly_yours',

n
,

L in u!IC T
M.10. Vincelette, Vice President, Uranium

and Mineral < Operations

MDV/da

Oc: Mr. E. W. Shortridge, Operations Manager-Uranium"

;UMETCO Minerals Corporaton
-.P. O.. Box 1029
. Grand Junction, CO 81502

Union Carbide Corporation
Metals Division
old Ridgebury Read'

Danbury,. Connecticut 06817
;ttn: Vice President, Uranium

i

- - _ _ _ . _ . _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _


