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DOCKritD

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission M /y ]gg) g m
Region IV usyne C1 ('t

Uranium Recovery Field Office Malt se enog OC.

<QAttn: Ramon Ifall, Director Docker cung e
Ilox 25325
Denver, CO 80225 g $|o
Re: Umotco-Uravan Facility in Montrose County

Dear Hr. lialls

I am sending you this information because of your int est in the Umetco-Uravan
facility. Umetco Mineral Corporation's ("Umetco") has requested to amend their
Colorado Radioactive Materiale License #660-02. Umetco's request involves
accepting and disposing of radioactive materials from sites located within the
State of Colorado ("offsite wastes") at their Uravan project site located in
Montrono County, Colorado.

Pleano find enclosed a briefing paper concerning project background, application
status and the issues.

The Department's Radiation Control Division (" Division") informed Umetco, in a
December 23, 1992 letter, that Umetco's license amendment application was
sufficient in detail to doom the application complete and adequate. Thus, the
Division now has the information needed to make a finding regarding the
application.

The Division is preparing its preliminary licensing decision in the form of a
Preliminary Licensing Statement / Proposed License ("PLS/PL"). The Division
intends to incorporate detailed conditions in the proposed license. Once it is
issued and noticed, the PLS/PL will be subject to a 90-day public comment period
with an opportunity for a formal hearing. The PLS/PL is expected to be issued
this month with the formal hearing to be held in April 1993.

If you have any questions, pleasa call either Donald Simpson, Uranium and Special
Projects Unit Leader or Greg Brand, Professional Engineer, at (303) 692-3030.

(~ill corely

-

Robert H. Quillin, Director
Radiation Control Division
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Umotco-Uravan Facility
Colorado Radioactive Materialo Licenno #660-02

Ume t c o - Vrity_an.E ntwa Ln L Rad _hac tin _naleria l n _ Ina
niten Locatod ML1hLD Goh red 2

D ukgI2nnd Inform R12n

The Umetco-Uravan sito is a uranium mill and tallings dio1onal sito located in
western Montrono County, approximately 90 miles couth of Grand Junction.
Currently, there are 10,000,000 cubic yards of uranium mill tailings that have
been dinposed of at the site. The Uravan mill is no longer in operation.

Umotco la currently reclaiming the Uravan sito under a federal court-ordered
Consent Decree and Remedial Action Plan (* RAP *) and a colorado Radioactive
Haterials Liconen. Current actionn related to alto reclamation are:

1) Hill decomminaioning;
2) Ground water remndiation;
3) Evaporation pond operation; and
4) Tailings pilo repository closure.

In the spring of 1991, af ter appropriato public notice, the Colorado Department
of floalth - Radiation control Divialon ( * CDii-RCD * ) granted a license amendment
which permita the potential receipt and dioposal of radioactive material f rom the
U.S. Department of Energy's Naturita UMTRCA Title One Site.

/Wrilication Status
on June 50, 1992, Umotco submitted a requent to amend their radioactive matorials
licanoe for the Uravan Site. Umeteo requested to receivo and dispone of
radioactivo mill tailings, contaminated soils and contaminated debria from
various uranium, thorium and vanadium oiton, and other radioactive materiale
sites located within the Stato of Colorado ("offolto wasten").
Umeteo in proposing to accept of f sito wastes through 1998. Pursuant to the
consent Decreo, final closure of the disposal repositories is scheduled to be
completed December 31, 1978.

The CDil-RCD requestod clarification of the original proposal. All additional
information requestod was received by early December and is being evaluated by
CDil-RCD staff.

Part 4.17 of the Colorado's Radiation Regulations providea that any person may
apply to the Department for approval of proposed procedurce to dispose of
radioactive material.

CDil-RCD 10 preparing its preliminary licensing decision in the form of a
Preliminary Licensing Statement / Proposed License ("PLS/PL"). The PLS . will
specify the criteria necessary to issue the licenso amendment and how Umotco
meets or does not meet these criteria. CDit-RCD intends to incorgerato detailed -

conditione in the proposed license. Once issued and noticed, the PLS/PL will be
oubject to a 90-day public comment period with an opportunity for a formal
hearing.

It is anticipated that the CDil-RCD will send the PLS/PL out for public comment
in Janua y.

.
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CDil-IRCD hen been contacted by groupo and individualo bot h cupporting and opposing
Umot co's amendrient proposal.

The primary issuen are:

1) Transportation of materials to the oito;
2) Concerno about recolpt of radioactive waston irom the cantern slopo and

from outside the State of Colorado; and

3) Analynic of alternativen to dispooal at Uravan (alternato 01' on and/or
dispooal at site of generat.lon) .

With respect to the first inouo, oither the Colorado State Patrol or local
hazardous material rooienso teams would react to a highway accident involving
radioactive materials. Whilo Montrono County doou not have a hazardous materialo
responco team, the Stato Patrol doce have such a team lotated in Orand Junction.
The Stato Patrol also regulaton the transport of radioactive materials in the
Stato.

The existing radioactivo materials license for Uravan contains a provleion which
requires compliance by vmeteo and its cont ract oro with all auch t ran opo r t.
regulations. Iloweve r , this liconno condition w:uld not be applicable tn an

- indopondent contractor delivering matorials to Uravan.

The rocolpt of wanto at Uravan from outside the State of Colorado is another
losuo. Umetco's amendment application statoo that acceptance of wanto will be
limited to wastos f ound within the State of Colorado. This should allay concerno
about waston from other staten finding ito way into Colorado. Easatorn slopo
radioactive wantos may iind their way to Uravan.

The third major issue expressed in the analysis of alternativo actione. For any
individual radioactive wanto cite in Colorado there are two alternativos, roclaim
the material on-site or dispone of the material of f olto at a liconood f acility.
The dociolon ao to which alternativo to uso is that of the liconoco or owner of
the material to be disposed.

For thoso who choooo to use the disposal offuito option, at the present time
there is only one facility that 10 licensed to receive the type of wasto
discussed in the Umotco proposal. Thin 10 the Envirocaro tacility in Clive,
Utah. Other citos may como on lino in the futuro.

Approval of the Umotco proposal would not require that wanto from the sites
described go to Uravan. The Uravan site would be one option for dioposal.

Umoteo's proposal han : tated the following roanone why disposal at Uravan ohould
be allowed:

3. the application la lireited to accepting wastos from oitoa located within
Colorado,

2. the Uravan Sito in already a permsnont disposal site for similar material,

3. the uno of the Uravan Sito will help minimizo the generation of numerous
small radioactive wacto disposal sitoo through out Colorado, and

4. Umotco has a demonstrated track record for safely and responsibly managing
similar material at the Uravan Site.
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