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L rences a. }!e:no - Philip, SAN to Miller, IN; subjec : USGS
*

Tracer T.xperiment at Chariot Site; dated 8/10/62
'

bopies to Dnens, Roehik and others)
~

b. Letter - Philip to Distribution; subject: USG3*

I Tracor raperir.ent at Chariot Site; dated 8/16/62
(copies to lhens, Roehlk, Miller, USGS and others)

' ,
.

You vill recill that during August of last year, we cooperated with.

1 the U. S. Geolog bp1 Survey by providing camp support ani assiptance
' for a hydrologic experiment at the Chariot site using radioact: Lye
a tracers. Ada frat etAils concerning the experiment wor's
; provkied in reference Additional details were given in reference

o! b which also noted ce the USGS would be performing the
i experiment under an AIU Dyproduct Material License, a
: representative fro:n Re on f the Division of Ccepliance would
1 visit the Project site to oct the USGS operations.

C
Tolleving the inspection, it-ws t;he opinion of Region V Ceepliancer,

that, "...no proble=s involving health or safety existed duringi

the experiment or presently exist |at the Project Chariot site.i

1 While iter.s of noemthee wereJobserved during the inspectien,
these were all of a technical nature, jfat affectir4 health and-

i safety. ' 'Dtis advice ws stated in Taelosure 1, which goes on to
<says aIhere is one condition existing Et the site which you r.27
wish-to. review at acce later date. Burial of the radioactive.

| oraccccplished by transporting the contar.inated earth'

..

'U location and r.ounding clean eirth over the contar.izated-

*Q tioral burial was prevented b'yj the.pr.esence of,

#" Atc. tar the grouni surface. Because of this fact, the
,,y,'. 6Q},Ca p11ance did not reec=r.eni an ited 6f noncorpliar.ceJ

6 a' gard. Hovover, the Enforeccent Branch) stin ray cheese
' ;n

citation on this point, since this r.ethod is not in
' strict agree =ent with 10 CPR 20 requitecents." iti,
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i trary to sny earlier belief. I fini that the contar.irsted earth"

) was;not anelosed in steel dres at the time of burial, but was terely
f pired on the ground and a r.ound of earth fomed over it. his vould

rake recovery of the radioactivity very difficult. I believe, however,
the should the Ccenission ever abanden the site, an eva.luatien of4

|
thh situation shou.Lo pe rado. At thai'~t'in,e the decision should be

~

:hed whether to atte:npt recovery of the re:-aining radioactive' rys
tit 4 rial < prior to standomont of the stto."

1

In Dem}r, during planning for disposal of the Chariot ca: p facilities,
<

etive wate nound was discussed by Ernie Ca:pbell with,

| this m1

: 1.'ayne H tt and Rudy Jezik of the NV office and it was decided to

detemine[g.el attitude of the Division of Licensing and Regulation in
th1

this ratte Cacpbell af, reed to do this during a forthcoming trip to
|

Headquarters, This ws done on January 8. Campbell infomed D143 of
4

the impending cILe of the Chariot camp and therefore if any corrective
|

measures vere edn'aidered necessary in regard to the mate cound, these4

,

would have to bd bndertaken soon, before departure of the Chariot camp'

! personnel. It As~DIMis tentative opini.n that no recedial action
2 would be necessary. Regefore, Ca::pbell inforced DIAR the Chariotj

! Roll-up p1An would inb1'upe no provision for such work. This w s *
'

confined in writing Gao F c osure 2). ('

In order to more fully co the problem, DIA3 requested a 4.arards
4

due tine (see Enclosure 4)(. p Enclosure 3), which was provided inevaluation" from the USGS se4

|
'

Receipt of this ahazards evalua " uns acknowledged by DIM (see
r

Enclosure 5). However, ve were eru in whether this acknowledge:ent'

could be construed to release us frorilny further concern regarding the
us.ste oeund and a query ws sent to DIAR (see Enclosure 6). DIA?.

,
3
'

replied, "We believe no further actienjis wrranted" (see Enclosure 7).'

i

In sutx:ary, we (at last) feel satisfied th adioactive aste mound at
1

the Chariot site does not represent a healtif~and safety proble:n and,
insafar. at SAN.is concerned, it can be abairdoned, The enclosures to

r .Ah ~ ntain additional details. We jhope our cursuance cf ,

.Ti en adequate and helpful to you. Please advise us
to review in NV, you feel thaltj any fttrther consid-' % .

von this ratter, or if ve ray be of any further
'
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Enclosures:
;

IXe=o - Book, Ccrpliance Regien V, to Cante11, SMll dtd 11/2/621. I

2, 1:e=,o - Ca=; bell, SMI to Page, D14R, lR; dtd 1/10/63; (w/enelital; dtd e/17/62)
ltr, ScMr.k, SMI to Holdsworth, Alaska State Cap /23/63--

Letter - Price, DU 3, HQ to US Z , Denver; dtd 13 Letter - Paker, USGS, L'ashington to Price, DI/J; dtd 2/2E/63
d

6
Letter - Page, DIAR to Baker, USGS; dtd 3/7/63d) .

6. Y"4 - caqbell, SMI to Page, DIAR; dtd 3/21/63
7 'I - Page, LIAR to ca=pbell, sui; dtd 3/22/63'
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