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1 o i | INSPECTION OF LICENSED OPERATIONS OF U.S. GEOLOGICAL
1 SURVEY AT PROJECT CRARIOT SITE

‘ $ EB

To ear )y August, 1962, 1 discussed with you the possibilicy of
inapcc:lw; the licenacé operations of USCS at the Project Clariot

site tn MNaska, The hydrologic run-uff studies to de performed
L . 4t the 'Frojec c Charict site vere authorized by Acendzent No. & to
: AEC liccase 5¢1399+3, whica bad Deen issued tc U, S, Geological

Survey in Depver, Colorado. Responsibility for the Lospection of
this ltcensor-a assijned to Region IV, Divisica of Coxpliance,
Deanver, Colori?%.g/tutthcr discussions led to & request from Region
R
n

IV to this office,/ Region V, to conduct #a assist {nspecticn o!
the referenced licensed opcrattono.

R. P. Fish, Radiatice sp@c.‘mm. Region V, visited the Project
Chariot eite at Cape Th \\on, Alaska, from August 27 to August
31, 19€2. At the tize his {uspection vieit, the run-off
studies bad been completed sfd)clcanup of the plots had been
effected. All radicsctive mabarial bad been buried, and the USGS
personnel were o lorger at :h. nite. This portion of the {ospect o3
vas therefore confined to radiation surveys of cercain plots where
fsotopes had been used, observati&n of the burial location, {ater-
views with caretaker pcrs;nnal uc‘cho site, and an {nterview witk
a SAN security representative who (was present during the tests.
The plots surve ed by Mr. Fish bad been cleaned to acceptadle
( ' levels such that they could be recurned to uncontrolled use. The
r information obtaincd by Mr, Fish was forvarded to Region 1V,
Division of Complisnce, Denver, Colorado., That office continued
. th0~1n:peccion by interviewing the responstblé users naced on the
cfise, and by examipation of records and procedur~s perticent to
' imest, Following the inspection, the results of the
gction were discussed by the Region IV inspector with Mr. V. J.
- Arer, U.S. Geological Survey, nazed as a respousible user on the
v 4 ¥{cesse, Several possidle {texms of noncoupllanchyerc discussed,

i Thesa 1ncludezplack ¢f records of surveys made of the plots afcter
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.40:0|t‘alnattoa. disposal by burfal in soil of wore than 10 ¢7R 20
'0‘0“!10‘ quantities of radioisotopes, and’'the use of {sotopes ia
o axporiment which were cot specifisally authorized by the licexn e,
It should be poted thrat thte liccasee will be officially potifled
of any items of noncimpliance by letter froa the Eanforceseat 3rasch,
| fivision of Licensing and Regulation.

vould 1ike to point out at this tize that ia my opinion, no
rebless {avelvicg bealth or safity existed during the experizent

5 or{}g sently exist at the Project Chariot site, Waile items of
no liance were olserved duriag the inspeccionm, these were all

- of echnical nature, not affecting bealth and safecy.
? There (;i)nc conditicn exiscing at the site which you may wish to
_review aursome lager_date. Burial of the radicactive material was

Taccom; 148k ed b/ traarporcing the contamizated earcth tr the burial
4 * location and ‘mounding clean earth over the contaminated earth,
| Convcnttonnllburial vas prevented by the presence of persafrosc

near the ground.surfsce, Because of this fact, the Division of |

‘ Compliance d{d Mot recommesd an ites of momcospliance {n this rega rd,
Bovever, the Eaforcs zest Branch sti'l may choose to make a ~itatio:
en this point, .inCe thic cethod is nol im strict agreement with
10 C™R 20 requl*cacnba. ¢o not believe that this method of

4 burial poses any radistion'safety problem at this time, There {s
i a possidbility of the mo f earth "slumping” or eroding over &
period of time and expo the contaninated earth, There also

is & poesibility of toce cur 2 native digging into the mouad,
particularly {f the Coumissigu-yere to coupletely adandon the site.
Such a posaibility wuld ot *notually create a health and safety
bazard but could geserate pu ite :elstzono problems.,

Contrary to my earlier belief, I tind that the contamipated earth
vas oot enclosed 1a steel drums at the time of burial, but was
werely piled on the grouad and a mound 6fTearth tor:od over it.

Sl Tals would make recovery of the radioactivity very difficult., I
beliave, however, thst should the Commisslon ever abandom thre
site, an evaluation ¢f the situacion should be made. Ac that

S -the-decision should be reacied woether ta attezpt recovary
AN rll:lning radicactive material prior ﬁo abandonzent of tke
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