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= 1 g= writing this letter as e oeber of the Energy and
.....i"l vizonzent Subcezzittee.

mm=me = 1 have reviewed with interest and concern the Office of

T ‘Anvescigation's (01) Mazch 5, 1984 xeport, "Grand Gulf HNuclear
ower Plant: Possible Delibderate and Willful Material False
Ssatements Regarding RO and SRO iLi{cense Exanination

—eskpplicacions" (Case No. 2-83-037). L

I 1 would like to bring an aspect of this report to the
=eczlOoznission's attention. My concemrn involves whezher offic{als
—et the MNuclear Regulazery Cozaission's (NRC) Regicn 1II office
ected properly in handling this case., There aTe two guestions
= =—of potential comcern. First, did Region 11 cffizlals
===snnecessarily and/e: tnappropriately share information with
S—Fite licensee? And second, ¢id Region 11 officials authorize a
- -—varurm t0 operationg, and/or allow centinued operation,
_ ._suksasuent to learning that the ualifications of Grand Gulf
T——Feazicr cperatcrs were probably falsified and tha cpereters

——potentially unqualified?

=== - Corcerning the first 3uection. the Ol report appears to
==ndicate that Reglon Il cfficlals informed the licensee Chat
———giscrepancies in reactor cperator qualificetion carde could
. —conszitute a oaterial false statement prior to Region I1's
—__obctober:18, 1983 formal request for an Ol investigation.
=—==31chough the 0! report indicates that Region Il oiflcu‘l
pmmm—— pfarently began to view the situation as & possible material
——<3]ge statezent between January 1983 and August 1983, this
S formstion was shared with the licensee both in August 1983
Soind at a Septenwber 23, 1983 nmeeting, and the plant was
—=perzitred to return to pover om Septesber 25, 1983, prior %o
tequescing the Ol investigation or othervise resolving this
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) . - 88 cantly, the OI rc‘port reveals that by eharing this
—_______B:‘—-—-nm!oa--thu discresancies in the guelification cards ware

S——==ipg regarded as possidle mazerial false statezents--with the

-=_‘__.‘__—__:=§Fccmu at & Septezber 23, 1983 zeeting, Reglen 11 ceused a
ce-President of the Mississippl Power and Light (MPal)
scapany O subsequently refuse to provide a letter &ddressing

—":his iesue to NRC tha: was brought to tha: zeeting wiih the

e e

-eation of deing provided to the agency. FrHerce, it weuld
=——73ppear that by sharing suspicions or possidle cornclusions of

T - —-— - -

tentielly crizinal conduct with the licensee, coopeny
gﬂcuh et that tipe refused to turn ove:r inforzation and

g’f ———essidle avidence to NRC. 2’";"

e ' These circumstances ere reminfgcent of another case {n
=2z _eh{eh the U.S. Departxzent of Justice (DOJ) criticized NRC for

ﬁunhhing the chances for sucscessful presecution., 1In a
M-chn 7, 1980 lecter to NRC, DCJ wrote the following hatsh

. .- wecrds which appear eppropos in this case:

|
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com— vy BT tuitous and apologetic concessions and
e adnissions, an: gratuitous disclosures of

- evidence and theocies prior to the ¢coz=pletion -
T TN 0f & ‘nvestigation, could deservedly or

undeservedly sugzest a basic confusion as Lo

P who the respective clients are, The clients
Sem— of course, are the publice-cthe millions of '
[ o — o5 . <IN

ersons wae cannot afferd to retaln lawyers end

aw firzs %0 represent them defore the NRC and
who have no cther persons to protect their

{nterests,

e, Second, 1 &m troubled by the ensuing ccurse of events by

which MP&L was allowed to restart Crarnd Gulf cn Septezter 25,

Attty 89 and operate through Movember 8, 1983, According to tha
~—vr—riChronociogy of Licensing Activities" provided to ze by the
=——_fsrzission, lecw power testing weas completed during this tice
:::::;g{rlod.' However, by August, 1983, and cercainly ro later than
o i pteader 23-30, 1983, Region 11 was awvare o€ the erroncous
erator training records end hed reason to suspect the
————coopetence of Grand Gulf's reactor operators. Region I1's
———-Dctaber- 18, 1984 Request for Investigative Assistence states

Thit tisls case is one that "...involves the subzittal of Zfalse

infarmation to the NRC enm a sublect that could be macerial to
=w==—whe grenting of licenses to operators.”
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-——"—'—" .Indeed, 2 Decexder 28, 1983 mezoranduz frcex Ixeculive
e Atreator for Operations Williaz J. Dircks o Cozmissioner
e ror Gilinsky reveals tha: had NRC known chat the operatoer
{ning recorcs nad been falsified, thet mnot only would these
e A rators not have been licensed, dut, the low power license
22;2:?%%::1! would noz have deen {ssued, ae Coscissien's regula-
.. .. gisns at 10 CFR $50.100 and Section 186 of the Atozic Znergy
Hgm L v, as asended, would allow suspension or reveceszion of a
=== =%.ense for this type of material false statenent. 1T is
—— emerefore difficult to understand how Region II cflicials
seessssprild have, {n good conscience and in coxplience wizh the
waery-c L sgion regulations and the law, allowed Crand Culf <o
mwerate subsecuent to determining that the adequacy of
——eggeTaTOr training was at bes:t unknown, and quite possidly,
Seiiisfiadequate. To be sure, four resctor operators (inciuding two
Gerior Rcactcr Cperators) had ts be resoved from active duty
————3= Crand GCul’® in YNoveober 1983, \Nevertheless, the plant ves
————=3ioved tO cONtinue operaticns and @ Confir=ation of Actien
_%gtt!t on this sudbject was not sent by Reglen II uncil
= cember 5, 1983,

—— 1 expect the Cocaission to conduit a thorough -
=—=Fyepcigation of these eventis and delermine whetrer Reglon II
————atted appropriztely and within NIC procecures anéd regula-
S Nions. 1 would also sppreciate a full and detatled response
y the lssues ond comcerns discusced adove.

18 she Coz=ission believes that this letter should not be
————pde pudliz, please contact me within ten cays with & written
" oxplenation for why the public interest would De Setter served
———3a eintzining this letter's confidentialit

mank you for your attention to this =atter,

Sincerely,

CHU e o,
EDWARD J. MARE
Meaber of Cc:gi:}s
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