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REPORT NO. 10CFR21-0063
JANUARY 25, 1993

10CFR21 REPORTING OF DEFECTS
AND NON-COMPLIANCE

COMPONENT: Automatic Drain Float - Balston 21554-1
Air Piping Filter Assembly - A912A-DX and A913A-DX

SYSTEM: All A912A-DX and A913A-DX Air Filters Manufactured
prior to Nov6.nber 1989

l

O
CONCLUSION: Defect is reportable in accordance with 10CFR21.

b '' DATE 3PREPARED BY: /

Donald D. Gale zzi, Engineering Manager

APPROVED BY: DATE /

M. Vann Mitchell, Quality Manager
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O
\l STIMMARY

This is a follow-up report to MKW Power Systems' notification to
Mr. Thomas Murley of the NRC dated 9/24/92 (see Exhibit 1).

MKW Power Systems received notification on 9/24/92 from Duquesne
Light Company, Beaver Valley Plant, which raised concern about
the automatic drain float in the Balcton air filter, part number
A912A-DX. During routine maintenance, Duquesne Light replaced
the air filters and noticed the automatic drain float had
disintegrated. Pieces of the float uere found in the bottom of
the filter housing but did not get into the air piping. This
report addresses the material composition issues relative to
generic concerns. Users of Balston air filters with suspect
automatic drain floats have been determined and will be notified
accordingly.

COMPONENTS

Balston air filters (P/N's A912A-DX and A913A-DX) manufactured
before November, 1989, containing the 21554-1 automatic drain
float.

EnSTOMenS AFFECTED

The users affected by this notification are listed belows

enSTOMER MKW ORDER NO.
Duquesne Light Company - Beaver Valley 51414
Connecticut Yankee Atomic Power Company 500598

DEFECT

The material that the drain. float was made of disintegrated when
exposed to the elements in the air start-piping system.

AN AT,VRIS

The maintenance engineers at Duquesne Light discovered the
potential problem during routine maintenance, and it did not
cause-a. start system failure. The' particles were isolated in the
filter housing which suggest that the material degradation was
caused by' contaminants'in the air start system. These
contaminants could possibly have an adverse effect on the
inatorial; causing the rubber to break down when exposed in the
system. Balston implemented a material change to the drain float

(''y- in November, 1989, where P.he material was changed from a rubber
(_- composition to plastic (see Exhibit.2). The new floats have been

installed in the system and there have been no problems detected.

.- - . .
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Customers should order the air filters manufactured after
November, 1989, which consists of the 21552-2 automatic drain
float made of plastic. This design has been shown to withstand
contaminants that enter in the air start system.
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(1 page)

NOTIFICATION TO NRC DATED 9/24/92
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September 24, 1992

Mr. Thomas Murley
Director - Of fice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryle.nd 20852

Subject: Potential 10CFR21 Finding
; Air Piping Filter Assembly
i Balston Part Numbers: A912A-DX and A913A-DX

Reference: 10CFR21-0063

Dear Mr. Murley:
,

! This is to advise of a potential 10CFR21 finding regarding the
i starting air piping filter assembly, Balston P/Ns A912A-DX and

A913A-DX, sold to the following customers by MW Power Systems,
Inc.:

Duquesne Light Company - Beaver Valley (A912-DX)
Connecticut Yankee Atomic Power Company (A913-DX)

r This filter is used in the air start piping to the diesel engine
(]);

air starting motors. During routine maintenance, Duquesne-Light|
replaced the filter and noticed the automatic drain float had
disintegrated. Pieces of the float were found in the bottom of
the filter housing which prompted an inspaction of the air start
system. The maintenance engineer reported that the float particles
were isolated in the filter housing and did not get into the air
piping. This condition was found during routine maintenance and 4

| did not cause a start system failure; however, system degradation
| could occur if this condition persists.

f

MW Power Systems is currently investigating this potential defect
with the filter manufacturer. A formal report will be issued when
the inspection is complate.

If any any additional information is required, please conta't vannc
Mitchell at (919) 977-2720.

!

Yourc ery truly,

MKW POWER SYSTEMS, INC.

n/"-V/b An
M./ ann MitchellV
Quality Manager

, ,,
| \*

U MVM:jb

Put Ott.ce Bv ts28. f40civ Mount Partn caronna 278021928. Pmcae 891% 9F47D
!WX f 5'06 929 07?S . F D 19'9. 44-3830
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EXHIBIT 2
(4 pages)

BALSTON AIR FILTER DRAWINGS - P/N A912A-DX
- PARCH 1989 DESIGN
- NOVE?,iBER 1989 DESIGN
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'io',',"/',"f*/*4*f,jA' REV i ECN.NO. DESCRIPTION INAME CATE
e

$'u o % A 0100 N 7E" ego |0H 7-87
":

' '''
B 0117 WAS 1.20

10 H- 7-87
'

C 0200 |}ADDED 2) F CHRINK PACX PES 5-88
__D 0202 1)ADDED 2) REVISED NOTE DMN 10-88

E O285 HEWRITTEN TO EXCLUDE 900 SERIES- . 8.R. 3-89

--- 1 . 4 --- NOTES;
.
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-
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REPLACEMENT PARTS FOR TYPE A912A
p/ 1TEMl__. DESCRIPTION PART NO _ MAT'L [ ]
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REV1SIONS
$ o'i E 77'd.f..[.L,7f, REV ECN.NC. DESCRIPTID1 NAME DATE
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NOTES:1.8 - -+=

45.7mm I. PRESSURE RATING:
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#95000 WITH LABEL AND
,

-

1g A COPY OF THIS DRAWING, ,
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