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MEMORANDUM FOR: Nucleor Materialy Safety Branch Staff

FROM: Ronald R, Bellamy, Chief
Nuclear Matertals Safety Branch

SUBJECT: GUIDANCE REGARDING INTERIM RADIDACTIVE WASTE STORAGE

Since there are 1o states in Regfon | which piesently belong to waste disposal compacts
with operating disposal sites, the disposal of radicact‘ve waste is kely to
become fncreasingly difficult and expensive for many Reglon | licensees. (See
Informétion Notice No. 89-13, copy attached). In fact, we expect that a number
of licensees may soon be unable to afspose of their radioact!ve waste because
the current disposal sites will close to them on January 1, 1993, As a

result, these liLensees may begin to accumulate radioact've waste in storage
until the disposal site planned for thefr State and/or cumpact becomes »
evatlable. This may lead to the storage of radioact've waste with {nadeauate
security or may create blological or fire hazards or storage under environ-
menta!l conditfons which result in the deterforation of the waste containers.
Any of these sftuations will produce unacceptable raaiclogical conditions.
Informatfon Notice No. 90-09 (copy attached) discusses this issue and provides
guidance to 1'censees regerding license amenonents to permit interim onsite
storage of radfoactive waste, FPolfcy and Guidance Directive FC 90-03 dated
March 28, 1990 (copy attached) contains guidance on the implementation of the
quidance in Informatton Notice No. 90-09 by )icense reviewers.

In addition to this existing Quidance, to better control the interim storage
of radfoactive waste, for 1fcenses specifiud ‘n Attachment 1 Region ! will now
require by license condition either:

(1) that all racioactive waste must be disposed within two years of the
date 1t is generated;

or

(2) implementation of a waste storage plan which the l{censee submits for
approval and incorporation into the license.

Attachment 1 lists (he types and program codes of licenies in which one of
these waste stourage license conditiuns is now required., [f you believe Lhat a
particular license of the type or program code listed does not require & waste
storage condition, discuss the fssue with your section chief and obta‘n section
chief concurrence before issuing the new or renewed license. Likewise, you may
propose that one of the conditiyns be added to licenses with program codes that
are not included in Attachment 1, when you believe {t {s appropriate.

License reviewers are instructed tc add the appropriate condition ia
Attachment 2 to the l!icenses 1'sted in Attachment | when the license 1%
inftfally ‘ssued, at renewa! or when processing a reguest for approval of
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inter'm storage. The first condition 95 to be used when the censee does not
desire to store waste for an extended pertod of time or does not submit an
acceptable radioactive waste storage plan. As appraopriate, you should
construct a deficiency paragraph(s) to request add‘tional Information on the
waste storage plan from the licensee., Attachment 2 also includes & paragraph
explaining that the time 1imit condit‘on has been added to the Tcense. The
second condit‘on incorporates, as a )icense requirement, the licensee's
radfoactive waste styrage plan,

In the review of waste storage plans, follow tha guldance in Policy and
Gu'dance Directive FC 90-03. The objective of your review is to ensure that
waste will be properly fdentified, packaged, be physically secure and
reasonably protected from fire and the elements and will not contribute
unnecessary radiation exposure to the fac'lity staff ana the general public,
In other words, to approve a plan you must conclude that, 1f the censee
follows the proposed waste storage plan, the stored waste wil) not create a
potuntial rag'atton hazard to surrounding ereas, potential release of radio-
ective materials to unrestricted sreas or increased hazaros to the fac‘lity
personnel. The licensee must describe an explicit and wel) documented program
fC storage factlity operations. The program must include provisions for ;
mater<al security and fnventory, fire protection, effluent controls, effluent
monitoring, shielding and area radiological controls., Written procedures for
racfological surveys and periodic audits must also be included. An effective
program for periodically inspecting and repairing or replacing damaged or
deteriorating containers must be explicitly described. The elements of the
plan should take into account the fsotopes, waste forms and quantities to be
storeg,

This oufdance appitfes to a)) new and renewed licenses described in Attachment |
fssued after January 31, 1992, It should be applied ‘mmediately to all
amendments explicitly dealing with inter'm waste storage.
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Nuclear Mater‘als Safuty Branch
Division of Radiation Safety
and Safequards

Enclosures:

Attachment 1: Types of Licensees which Require Waste Storage Plans
Attachment 2: Waste Storage License Conditions

informat‘on Notice No. 89-13

Information Notice No. 90-09

Policy and Guidance Directive F( 90-03, datee March 29, 1990
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ATTACHMENT 3

WASTE STORAGE L TCENSE CONDITIONS

A, Time Limit License Condition (No Waste Storage Plan)

The licensee shall not store licensed materia) contained ‘n waste for
more than two (Z) years from the date the waste is put into storage.
The licensee shall maintain records which {ndicate the date that
Ticensed materfa)l contained in waste ‘s put ‘nto storage.

B, PARAGRAPKS EXPLAIMING TIME LIMIT

Your license has leen amended to 1imit the time that you may store
radfoactive waste. If you desfire to have this condition removed from
your license you should submit & request to amena your license.
Guidance on the infornstion necessary to approved such 3 request 1s
contatned in NRC Information Notice 90-09 {(copy enclosed).

Waste Storage Plan License Congition

Radioective waste possessed under this license shall be stored in
sccordance with the statements, recvresentatfons, and procedures included
with the licensee's Waste Storage Plan described in the licensee's letter
{or application) dated )
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