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Nonald J. Skovholt, Assistant Director for Noerating Reactors, L
PROMPT RELIEF TRIP

We understand 1n Reactor Safety:TR that lorthern States Power 1s proposing
3 prompt reliaf trin (RPT) circuit for 1ts Monticallo BWR, as well as
moiifications to 1ts relfef/safety valve system., Although we have not

as yet been requested tn assist you in this uatter, by means of a TAR,

we beldev: the followine items should bhe considered, as whatevaer action

f¢ taken on Monticello w111 form some precedent for subsequent actions,

1. The RPT sircuits should Le reviewc! Ly CIACSE for confor-
aance with applicable standards.

The transient analysis technique as deseribed {1n HEDD-13802
has not naen reviewsd by RS (indeed no TAR nhas been issued,
vet)., Wo have included 1t as part of our overal]l ATWS
review, tut this effort will not be accomplished for about
six months,

Lo ]

3. The transiont analysis used for relief/safety valve si2ing
may be aiversely effected, 1f andwhen the recirculation
nump trip required to control an ATWS 1s incorporated.

4. The assuncd reactor physics naramoters (including integral
rod wortn inserted, reactivity coefficients) may be in a
changing situation, GE has said, at other times, that
they inten? to go to less conservative values. Only a
careful coeck of cach suhmittal will determine whether
changes nhave heen mde.

5, Jur review of “TTI1 1s not complete, Presumably some of the
events, such as turbine trip without bypass, have been
analyzed on Morticello with GETAS, and in fact are limiting.
The number of relief valves and the functionine (or lack
of it) of the RPT affect the course of transient, and
toereby tho GITAS results. We will not be finished with
GLTAS for several months.
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In summary, we wish to noint out that a complete technical solution to
the adequacy of PRT 1s {ntertwined with ATWS and SETAS reviews and will
take soveral months, “ny action on plants such as Mouticello which
mist tate place sooner should not he considernd as precedent-satting
aad should incorporate suitisle conservatisms to compensate for lack

of fullv-rovieswed evonts,

Orizinal Signed by
Yictor Stello

Victor Stelle, Ir., Asstistant Director
for Reactor Saf. ty
Ofrectorate of Liconsine
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