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Re: 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)-

U.S. Nuclear Reculatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, D.C. 20555

Reference: Facility Operating License No. NPF-49
Docket No. 50-423
Licensee Event Report 92-033-00

Gentlemen:

This letter forwards Licensee Event Report 92-033-00 required to be submitted within
thirty (30) days pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i).

Very. truly yours,
_

NORTilEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY

ffh W'
Stephen E. Scace

Vice President - Millstone Station _.

SES/PAF:ljs
i

Attachment: LER 92-033-00

cc; T. T. Martin, Recion I Administrator
P. D. Swetland, Senior Resident Inspector, Millstone ' Unit Nos.1, 2 and 3
V. L Rooney, NRC Project Manager, Millstone Unit No. 3
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On December 31, 1992, at approximately 2200 wnh the plant m N1oce 1 at 60% power, a P! ant Equipment
Operator (PEO) discovered a Techmcal Specification fire boundary wall which was missmg fire grouting in the
web of a structural 1-beam. The resultmg hole was approximately 50 square inches. The deficiency was
discovered during the surveillance of Fire Rated Assembhes. The fire boundary is located between the process
computer room and the instrument rack roorn, lloth areas are within the Control Room envelope. Continuing
mspection of the wall revealed another similar dehciency.

The root cause of thi3 event was incomplete work practices durmg construction.

As immediate corrective action, the fire boundary rated was declared inoperable and an hourly fire watch patrol
was established. As long term corrective action, the wall was repaired.
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1. Desenntion of Event

On December 31, 1992, at approumately 2000 ulth the plant in Mode 1 at 100% power (575 degrees-
Fahrenheit and 2250 psial, a PEO (non-hcensed operator) discovered a Technical Specihcation fire
boundary wall which was nussing hre grouting in the web of a structural 1-beam. The deficiency was
difficult to see because tt was approximately 17 feet abose the floor and hidden by supplemental steel
The defictency was discovered during the suneillance of Fire Rated Assemblies. The hre boundary is
located betueen the process computer room and the instrument rack room. Both areas are within the
Control Room ernelope.

As immediate correcthe action, the hre boundary rated wall was declared inoperable and an hourly hre
watch patrol was estabbshed as required by Technical Specihcation 3.7.13.

The hre Protecuan Engmeer contmued the inspection of this and surrounding assembhes and dacovered
an addinonal identical construcuon deficiency.

11. Cause of Event

The root cause of this event was incomplete work practices during construction.

The subject fire boundary wall had not been completed properly because mstallation detail was not
provided on construction drawings for this beam conheuration. Specific installation details were provided
for other heam conftgurations.

The deliciency was not discovered earbet because it was located behind a multiple beam arrangement
and HVAC ducting approximately 17 feet above the floor. During the last fuel cycle, the Fire Protection
Engineer has worked extensively with the Operations Department to resolve questions arising from an
increased attention to detail m performing this surveillance.

III. Anah e nflam

This event is being reponed in accordance with 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i), as a condition prohit.hed by
Technical Specibcations. Technical Specihcation 3.7.13 requires that all fire rated assemblies (walls,
floors /ceihngs, cable tray enclosures, and other hre barriers) separating safety-related fire areas or
separating portions of redundant systems important to safe shuidown within a fire area to be operable.
Survettlance requirement 17.13.1.a. requires a visual inspecuan of exposed surfaces of each hre rated
assembly every 18 months.

Both wall deficiencies were approximately 50 squve inches. All openines were blocked by supplemental
Steel on either side of the wall. While a communicable hre path did exist, the tortuous path would have
prevented flame impmgement on plant equipment within the mstrument. rack ' oom. Therefore, the abihtyr
of required equipment to perfo,m its design function was not significantly affected by this event.

Fire suppression for the affected area consists of a self actuating halon system und the unit's fire brigade.
The halon s3 stem is designed to suppress fires in the cabling under the floor. At the time _ of discovery,
hre cetection and suppression was fully operable. Fire watches have been posted whenever fire detection
or suppression in this area have been inoperable. Therefore, this event posed no significant safety
consequences.,

IV. Gut.rrstive Actiori

As immediate corrective action, an hourly firewatch was posted in the affected area.

As long term correethe action, the deficiencies in the wall were repaired in accordance with design
requirements. In addition, the Fire Protection System Engineer will continue to work with the operations-
Department to clarify and strengthen the suneillance process.
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if any addnional deficiencies with fire rated assembhes are discovered durmg the current surveillance,
they will be reported m a revision to this report no later than Apnl 3, 1493 (30 days after required
completion of the suneillance).

V. Addnional Infeumation

Other Licensee Event Reports (LERS) uh;ch have been submitted where a suncillance requirement on a
Fire Rated Assembly was unproperly performed are as follows:

111LSumber Itllt

91-029 Unsealed Fire Stop and Seal Penetration in the Engineered Safety
Features Buildmg

89-003 Unidentified Fire Seal Due to inadequate Design Review

LER 59-003 discusses an event where a temporary sealed penetration in a wall of the Engheered Safety
Features (ESF) Buildmg was discovered. The root cause of this event was personnel error in that
inadequate senfwation was performed when construction was accepted. Th:s we.s considered to be an
isolated event.

LER 91-029 discusses an event where an unsealed penetration in a wall in the ESF Building was
identified. The root cause of this event was incomplete work practices during construction _. The
penetrauon was not identified on drawings and was not idenufied when the drawmg was compared to the
final installation. The correctise action was to perform a 1009 inspection of all fire seals in the ESF
building. 950 penetrations were inspected and 7 were found to require seahng.

The abose listed LERs involve esents where a planned penetration was idenufied which should have been
sealed. In this case, the deficiency was in wali construction. The resultmg hole was unplanned and not
part of the desien. Therefore, the correctise action of the listed LERs would not have prevented the
current event
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