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Veterans Administration Medical Center
ATTN: Mr. Herbert S. Arnett

Director
1030 Jefferson Avenue
Necphis, Tennessee 38104

Gentlemen:

This is In reference to your letter dated December 31, 1984 in response
to our request for further Information (dated December 6, 1984)
regarding your amendment request dated October 1, 1984. Your response
did not address the items requested in our letter. In order to continue
our review of your amendment request you should submit a description of
the safety procedures that you will use at your Institution for the use
of radioactive lodine as was requested in our December 6,1984 letter
(copy enclosed).

Your December 31, 1984 letter did address item "d" In that it stated
ihet a bloassay program in accordance with Regulatory Guide 8.20,
" Applications of Bloessay for 1-125 and 1-131" (Rev.1) dated Sepier.:ber
1979, need not be performed. A discussion of Regulatory Guide 8.20 may
clarify the IWtC position.

Routine bloessay is necessary when an Individual handles in open form
unsealed quantitles of radioactive lodine that exceed thosa shown in
Table 1 of the guide. Table 1 states that, with a fwne hood of adequate
design, face velocity and performance reliability, volatile lodine up tc,
10 aCl and non-volatile lodine up to 100 MCI Ny be handled wiibcut
requiring bloassays. However, in C.1.a., N ., uac+1tles shown in
Table 1 apply to both the quanitty hanM cd ny one tir,*e or Integrated
as the total arrount of activity introd;c ; j a process by en orployec<

! over any 3-month per lod." Th i s mean s usi, w e 4 h a f ums hood, any one
enployee may handle up to 10 MCI of volatile lodine in e three mon +h
perlod without a bloessay. From Table 1, an employee not using a fume
hood would be able to use 1 MCI of volatile lodine in a ihree month
perlod without a bloessay.
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No bloassey program is required for individuals using less than 10% of
+he Table i values in a three mon +h period. However, in C.1.b., when
quantlites handled ere grenier than 10% of the Table 1 values, rou+1ne
bloessay may s+111 be necessary. A writion justification for not
performing such measurerlents should be prepared and recorded for
subsequeni review dur ing NRC Inspections. This means tha+ for an
employee io use, within a proper func hood, rore 4 hen 10 MCI of voleti te
lodine In a ihree monih pcr lod c jusilfication would have to be writien
for not per forcinq a blocssay.

i|l+h your reques* io increcs; your possecslon limlis of Iodine (1-131
f r or 50 de 100 001 and 1-125 fro" 100 +o COO rCl) piecsc respond 4o *nc
l'c t in our ikcc bcr 6, 191' i c'*cr . ,e till! condinu our revice of
your appliccilon upon rcccip' of +nis inferr.:* lon. Piccsc reply in
duplicc4c and refer to Con *rol No.18330.

.

Sincerely,

Fr ancis A. St. Mary
Material Licensing Branch
Division of Fuel Cycle and

Ma+er ial Safety

Enclosure: Ltr did 12/6/84
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