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Veterans Administration Medical Center
ATTN: Mr, Herbert S, Arnett
Director
1030 Jefferson Avenue
Merphls, Tennessee 38104

Gent |emen:

This Is In reference to your letter dated December 31, 1984 in response
to our request for further Information (dated December 6, 1984)
regerding your amendment request dated October 1, 1984, Your response
did not address the Items requested In our letter. In order to continue
our review of your amendment request you should submit e description of
the safety procedures that you wiil use at your Instlitution for the use
of radloactive lodine as was requested In our December 6, 1984 letter
(copy enclosed).

Your December 31, 1984 letter did address Item "d" In that 1t stated
the* 2 bloassay program In accordance with Reaulatory Gulde 8,20,
"iAorllicetlons of Bloessay for =125 ancd 1=131" (Rev., 1) dated Septenher
1979, need not be performed. A discussion of Regulatory Gulde 8.20 may
clarify the NRC position.

Routine bloassay Is necessary when an Individual handles In open form
unsealed quantities of radlioactive lodine that exceed those shown Ip
Table 1 of the gulde. Table 1 states that, wi*h a fume hood of adequate
design, face velocity and performance rellabliity, volatile lodine up *tc
10 ®C1 and non-volatile lodine up to 100 mCl * ¢ te handled withcut
requiring bloassays. However, In C.1.8., "... usrtities shown In

Table 1 epply %0 doth *he quantlty han’
as *he total amount of activi*y Intro a8 process by an erployes
over any 3-month per 1cd.® Thls means 2%, w.th a fume hood, e&ny onc
enployee may handle up 4o 10 mCl of vole*lle lodine In 2 *hree month
perio¢ without e bloassay. [lrom Table 1, an employee not usino 2 fume
hood would be able to use ' mCl of vola*lle lodine In a three month

per iod without s bloassay.

ny one ¢*Ime or Inteareted
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Herbert S, Arnett -l

No bloassey program Is required for Individuals usinc less *han 10% of
*he Teble 1| values In 2 *hree mon*h per lod. However, In C.1.b., when
Quantities handled ere grea*er 4han 107 of the Table 1 values, rou*lne
blozsszy may s*1li be necessary. A written Justification for not
performing such measurements should be prepared and recorded for
subsequent review dur ing NRC Inspections. This means that for an
employee 10 use, within a proper fume hood, more then 10 mCl of voletlle
lodine In 2 *hree mon*h perloc & Jus*ifica*ion would have to be wri+ten
for not perforring & bloassey,

v1*h your regues? 4o Increcsc your possesslon limite of lodine (1131
fron 50 4¢ WD mCi and 1=125 fror 100 40 800 £ 71) please resnond 4o *he
k4 In our ixce bor &, 154 le*ter, vill cont*lauc our revicy of
your application wpon recelp® of *nls informz*lon., Please reply In
duplicete and refer 4o Con*rol No. 18330,

Sincerely,

Francls A, S*. Mary

Mater la! Llicensing Branch

Divislon of Fuel Cyclie and
Mater [al Safety

Enclosure: Ltr d*d 12/6/84
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