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Derre11 G. Eisenhut, Assistant Director for Operational Technology, DOR,

i

TECilNICAL ASSISTANCE REQUEST NO. ORB-2-212,

Plant Naae: Monticello Nuclear Generatine, Station (Possible generic
issue for all BWu's)

. Docket No: 50''53'
Project Han ger: Richard R. Snalder (27403)
Operational Technology Review Dranch: Reactor Safety Branch
Requested Conpletion Date: l' arch 10, 1970

r,cscription of Request: Backcround

By letter dated .ianuary 26, 1976, Northern Stat.s Power Company (NSP)
proposed a change to the Technical Specifications for Monticello to reduce
the frequency for exercising pontrol; rods from one week to one month. The
licensee clair.s that : (1) 25,000 such tests at Monticello without a
single failure justifies a reduction in frequency of these tests; (2) recent
analytical studies reveal that weekly tests result in fuel damage and
increased offgas releases; and (3) the probability of two or more rods being
ino).erable will be less than 10-6 even at the monthly testing interval.

! Request for Assistance:

i Your review of the .Tanuary 26, 1976 NSP sulcittal is requested with specific
h consideration itiven to the possible multi-inceted genric issue. Note'that

the licensee has treated the related collet housing cracking problem in
his sulnittal and believes that inspections for the start of cract
propagation not rod exercising provides the assurance that collet housinc
cracks will not become a problen. Coordination with NSP or the vendor
(CE) may be necessary during your review of this issue. It is requested,

that you work closely with the operatinn Ecactors contact during your
investigation. Your final report should judge the acceptability of the
NSP submittal as it could apply to all INR's.

Nnal signed by
'

Dennis .' idSM", ChiefDISTRIBm0N
Egs operating Reactors Branch #2j D

ivisi n f Operating Reactors
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