POLICY ISSUE

(Information)




r—,—- o o e e e

The Commissioners

Enclosure:

The practice of ensineering risk analysis is generally
predicated on sume type of failure or failures of the
engineeresd system preceding any health effect; a major step
in the engineering risk assr ument process is the estimation
of the frequencies of events and system failures. Once an
event has occurred, herlth risk assessment and engineering
risk assessment have strong similarities in concept, but
vary greatly with respect to actual methodology used.

The appendices, which are case studies describing the
practice of risk assessment, represent the viewpoint of the
agencies as subnitted. Only minor formatting changes were
made by the NRC.

After presenting the paper to the FCCSET Working Group on
Risk Assessment, the staff plans to publish it, with
appropriate notification in the F»° =1 Register.

The staff notes that this paper rep,.sents an overview ot
the varied and complex uses of risk assessment for
engineered systems. It does not represent a definitive
description of "engineering risk analysis" as practiced in
the Federal government. Rather it represents a step in an
ongoing effort to harmonize the use of risk assessment
within the Federal government.

The Office of the General Counsel has reviewed this paper
and has no legal objection tu its contents.

s
/ James M, Jdylor
C;’ xecutive Director
for Operations
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