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On October 29 SO0 hours. with the plant operating at 100% power, it wis détermined, by way of an
engineenng ¢ i certam historical conditions involving open‘unsealed fire barnier penetrations were
noi reported wder an LER, This LER wred to report that the plant was operaung in a
d npr shinical specifications prior discovery of thesé apen bartiers
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Om Ogtober 29, 1992 at 1500 hours, with the planl operating a1 100% power, it was determimed, by way
i an engineening evaluation, thin centam hstorigal conditions invalving open/unsealed fire barnier
were hiot reported o the NRC under an LER, This LER i required to répart that the plam

a condilon prahibfied by technical specifications prior 1 the discovery of these open
NO gafery svstemy were reguiregd 1o funchion as & result of tis event and no salery cansequences resulted
troms t event
| ! l ',t,’
The cause of event 15 attributed 1o the fatlure 10 correctly mierpret reportability requirements fot
canditiony probiibited by prant techniCal speciicanafis

i

NANFCO historical merpretation of the “ume of discovery” of an openfunsealed fire barjer n sulted in
‘ ] ; ing reportabiliny. The "ume of disgovery™ 18 discussed in @ Northeast LUtilities
N Beporung Guidance document which provides guidance on meetng the NRC regulations contained
in YOCFR30.72 and 10CFRS0. 73, This document was developed by XU 10 maintain a consérvative and

Consisient Jorporate philosopny i ihe iriﬁﬂ!'.w.:ﬂ'ﬁi‘\ process
Historically. fire barrier penetrations tound opeén‘unséaied have nol beéen reported pursuant 1o

T3 Inthe past, SNECO esiablished “ume of discovery™ as the ume the candition wus
identified, The NU reporung guidance sllows this assumption only when thére i1 no firm evidence that
the e burrier had been inoperable prior to the tme that the condinon was found. This assumpuon is
ypicily vabd when a lirg barner penetration 18 found with a degraded seal., An unsealed lue barner
i moperabie belore the condition was found. - This conditionh must

peneiratiGn thalt was never sealed w

be repored pursuant 1o WCFRS

Analysis of Event

enl i3 reponable pusuant o [0CFRSO.73GHIGB), which requires feporung of any opération
‘ by technical specilications

rned that there have been oneg or more Lire pbarrier penerahions that were lound open
existed.  Wihun 1 hour of their discovery a temparary fire barrer or a conunuous
hed v accordance with technical specification 3.12,F.2. The fire barriers weére

stutus within 30 days

N

v all Unit personnel that are mvoived in repartability
determmations.  This memo proviges clarification of the reportability requirements associated with
opentinsealed fire barrier penetravons. It reinforges that Plant Incident Repoms (PIR's) generated for
fre barmer penetrations be reviewed lor repanability by considering the “tume of discovery” as defined in
the N Reporting Gudante document. ki worth noung that, subseguent to these events, NI

personnel involved in reportability determanatons attended traimng on the reportability requirements
contamed in TOCFRS0.72 and T0CFR530.73° The NU Reporting Guidance document was specifically

chscussed dusing this raining

A memorancum has heen dist

Addiional lntormation
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