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January 6, 1993
MI'-9 3- 13

Re: 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B)

U.S, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Dest
Washincton, D.C. 20555 _.

Reference: Facility Operating License No. DPR-21
Docket No. 50-245
Licensee Event Report 92-27-01

Gentlemen:

This letter forwards Licensee Event Report 92-27-01. This report was previously
submitted on November 30.1992 with an incorrect event date. The event date has been
revised and all technical content remains the same.

Very truly yours,

NORTilEAST NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY

, f Apt f <, n -

/' Stephen E. Scace
Vice President - hlillstone Station

SES!IISS:ame

Attachment: LER 92-27-0.1

cc: T. T. N1artin, Region 1 Administrator
P. D Swetland, Senior Resident inspector, Niillstone Unit Nos.1, 2 and 3
J. W. Andersen, NRC Acting Project hianager, hlillstone Unit No,1
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On October 29,1992, at 1500 hours, with the pbnt operating at 100cc power, it was determined, by way of an
engineering evaluation, that certain historical conditions invoh-ing open/ unsealed fire barrier penetrauons were

~

not reported to the NRC under an LER. This LER is required to report that the plant was operating in a
condiuon prohibited b3 technical specifications prior to the discovery of these open barriers.

No safety systerns were required to function as a result of this event and no safety consequences resulted from
this es ent.
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1. Dmcnntion of Event

On October 29, 1 % 2, at 1500 hours, with the plant operaung at 10tn power, it was determined, by way
of an engineenng esaluauon. that certam histoncal condiuon* invohmg openiunsealed hre barner
penetranons were not reponed to the NRC under an LER. This LER k reqmred to report that the plant
was operaung m a condmon prohibited by technical specincauons pnor to the discover) of these open )
barners.

No safet> estems were required tu function as a resuh of this esent and no safets consequences resulted
from this event.

IL C ane "I b rni

The cause of this esent is aunbuted to the latlure to correctly interpret reportabihty requirements for
cond:nons prohibited by plant technical specifications.

NNF CO's histoncal interpretation of the "ume of dscovery" of an opentunsealed hre barner ri sulted in
mcorrect deciuons concerning reportabihts. The "ume of discovery" is discussed in a Northeast Utilities
(NU) Reporting Guidance document which provides guidance on meeting the NRC regulations contained
in 10CFR50 72 and 10CFR50.73. Thu document was deseloped by NU to maintain a conservative and
conwaent corporate phdosophy in the reportabi ity process.l

Ihstoncalh, hre barrier penetranons found open! unsealed hase not been reported pursuant to
10CFR5033 In the past, NNECO estabbshed "ume of discosery" as the ume the condiuon was
identihed, The NU reporung guidance allows this assumption onl> when there is no hrm evidence that
the tire barrier had betn inoperable pnor to the time that the condnion was found This assumption is
t>ptcahy vahd when a fire barner penetrauon s found uith a degraded seal An unsealed hre barner
penetranon that was neser sealed was moperable before the condition was found. This condition must
be reponed pursuant to 10CFR5033.

1II- An;tlas of Event

Thts esent is reportable pursuant to 10CFR50.73(aH2)(i)(B), v.hich requires reporting of any operation
or condition prohibited by technical specificauons

it has been deternuned that there have been one or more fire barrier penetrations that were found open
m which a seal neser existed. Wuhm I hour of their discovery a temporary fire barrier or a contmuous
hre watch was estabhshed in accordance with technical specification 3.12.F.2. The fire barriers were
restored to funcuonal status within 30 days.

IV. Correcnulction

A memorandum has been chstnbuted to au Unit personnel that are intched m reportabihty
determinations. This memo provides clarificauon of the reportabihty requirements associated with
openmnsealed fire barner penetranous. It reinforces that Plant incident Reports (PIR's) generated for
hre barrier penetrations be reuewed for reportabihty by considering the "ume of discosery" as defined in
the NU Reporting Gmdance document. It is worth noting that, subsequent to these esents, NU
personnel involved in reportabihty determinations attended trairung on the reponabihty requirements
contained in 10CFR5052 and 10CFR50.73. The NU Reporting Guidance document was specifically
discussed during thi traming.s

V. AdchtinnitLintg_rnunenr

Previous similar events: None
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