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Violation:

Reply to a Notice of Violation

A. License Condition 11.B specifies that the Radiation Safety Officer for this license is
Mr. Agegnehu Gettie,

Contrary to the above, an individual other than Mr, Gettie had served as Radiation
Safety Officer since October 1991.

Response:
1.

r

Reason for the violation:

Because of a newly appointed Radiation Safety Officer (RSQ), licensee
requested an amendment dated October 2, 1991, which requested a change
in the position of Radiation Safety Officer (RSO) from Mr. Agegnehu Gettie
to Mr. Ishmael B. Sanchez. License No. 30-26860-02. The newly appointed
Radiation Safety Officer was not aware that the NRC had not received his
qualifications (training an experience). Though the NRC had requested the
information in a letter to the Director of Primate Research Institute-NMSU,
Dr. Preston A. Marx, dated January 16, 1992, the Radiation Safety Officer was
never made aware of this request by the Director’s Office or Associate
Director’s Office. It seems that the letter was copied to the Associate
Director’s with a memorandum asking for a response , and the then Associate
Director, who has since resigned, failed to convey this informatior o the
RSO. The NRC contacted the RSO telephonically on September 29, 1992,
concerning the NRC's request for information in reference to this amendment
and made the RSO aware of the letter dated January 16, 1992. The RSO
requested a copy of the letter from the Director’s Office in writing and
verbally, but the Director's Office could not locate it. Finally, on October 14,
1992, the RSO requested a copy of the letter from the NRC which he
received on October 19, 1992,

Corrective steps taken:

It is my understanding that the Region IV NRC Office never received or
misplaced a letter addressed to them outlining the Radiation Safety Officer's
qualifications. Therefore, the Radiation Safety Officer, Ishmael B. Sanchez,
qualifications have been again submitted to the NRC Office, Region 1V,
Furthermore, the Associate Director’s and Director’s Office staff have been
made aware of the importance of all correspondence received from the NRC
and that the RSO should receive a copy.
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Violation:

storage of radioactive materials be clarified precisely. Please, therefore,

replace Item #9, Facilities and Equipment, Pages 1-5 of our current license
with the enclosed revised text identified as Item #9, Facilities and Equipment,

Pages 1-4.

Corrective steps that will be taken to avoid further violations:

The RSO will be copied all correspondence that the Director’s Office
receives. Additionally, through periodic contact with the NRC regiona! office,
the RSO will be more alert if approval for requested amendments are not
received from the NRC in a timely manner.

Date when full compliance will be achieved:

The corrective steps have been completed as of December 2, 1992,

B. License Condition 19 requires, in part, that the licensee conduct its program in
accordance with the statements, representations, and procedures contained in the
application dated November 7, 1986, and subsequent letter dated January 9, 1987.

-

Eﬁ‘ip()“\s: -

Item 3 of the licensee’s letter dated January 9, 1987, specifies, in part, that the
licensee's Radiation Safety Committee shall meet at least on a quarterly basis.

Contrary to the above, the licensee’s Radiation Safety Committee did not
meet during the 4th quarter 1991, nor the 3rd quarter 1992.

Reason for the violation:

PRL Radiation Safety Committee meet September, 1991 and again in Januaiv
1992 but missed the 4th quarter of 1991, The Chairman of Radiation Safety
Committee, Dr. Fuller, had resigned and a new RSO had been appointed in
October, 1991. Because of these changes, the newly appointed RSO was not
aware of this meeting requirement, and since it was the case for the Chairman
to call the meetings. The RSO called two meetings for the 2nd quarter of
1992, that was March 30 and April 28, 1992, but inadvertently did not
schedule a meeting for the 3rd quarter of 1992. However, the RSO became
aware of this in late September and the only convenient time t¢. schedule a
Radiation Safety Committee meeting for all members was October 1, 1992,
which was held.
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Fagilities and Equipment

Radioisotopes will be handled and dosing solutions prepared in Room 201A of
Building 1264 , Holloman Air Force Base. This room is equipped with cement block
walls, acrylic painted ceilings, and tile floor. The room contains an approved
NOX10us fume exhaust hood . The working areas under the hood and the benches
are protected by polyethiyene-lined, absorbent paper that is changed after each use.
Bench space for radioisotope use is outlined with labeled tape. A covered waste can
for radioisotopes is labeled and stored Room contamination is monitored by Liquid
Scintillation counting  of absorbent wipes taken at random from several areas of the
room at regular intervals. Any spillage of radioactive labeled materials is cleaned up
and the area decontaminated by Standard Operating Procedure.

Racioactive handling equipment includes micropipetters, while potential
radioactive handling equipment includes glassware and temporary disposal for
sharp objects.

A "radivactive materials” label 's attached to the door of the lab.

Radioisotopes will be handled and dosing solutions prepared in Room 109 in
building 1204 , Holloman Air Force Base. This room is equipped with cement block
wails, acrylic painted ceillings, and tile floor. The room contains an approved
noxious fume exhaust hood . The working areas under the hood and the benches
are protected by polyethlyene-lined, absorbent paper that is changed after each use.
Bench space for radioisotope use is outlined with labeled tape. A covered waste can
for radioisotopes is labeled and stored.  Room contamination is monitored by Liquid
Scintillation counting  of absorbent wipes taken at random from several areas of the
room at reguiar intervals. Any spillage of radioactive labeled materials is cleaned up
and the area decontaminated by Standard Operating Procedure.

Matenals containing radioisotopes will be handled and oxidized in Room 543 of
Building 1264, Holloman Air Force Base.

This room is equipped with acrylic painted hard plaster and cement block walls,
acrylic painted ceilings, and sealed cement floor. This room is also equipped with an
approved noxious fume exhaust hood and a dual sink/cabinet fixture. Two
biological oxidizers are positioned on adjacent desks. The exposed desk top on either
side of the oxdizers is covered by pelyethylene-lined absorbent paper that is changed
after each use. “Radioactive" labeled tape is attached tc those areas where
radioisotopes are handled. Room contamination is monitored by Liquid
Santillation counting of absorbent wipes taken at random from several areas of the
room at regular intervals. Any spillage of radioactive labeled materials is cleaned up
and the area decontaminated by Standard Cperating Procedure.

Radioactive handling ec ipment includes disposable pipettes, oxidizer labels and
sample containers,

A "Radioactive Matenal* label is attached to the outside of the door,
ITEM #9
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Radioisotope activity will be determined by use of a scintillation counter in Room
525 of Building 1264 and Rocm 109 of Building 1204, Holloman Air Force Base.
Building 1204 is located 2 mules south of building 1264 in the quarentine area.

These rooms are equipped with cement biock walls, tile floor, and acrylic painted
ceilings. A scintillation counter is housed in a corner of each lab with a “Radioactive
Materials" label attached to the front of the counter. There is no other radioactive
handling equipment contained in this lab.

Room contamination is monitored by Liquid Scintillation counting of absorbent
wipes taken at random from several areas of the room at regular intervals. Any
spillage of radioactive matenals is cleaned up and the area decontaminated by
Standard Operating Procedure.

Solutions containing radio.;otopes will bz prepared in Room 530 in Building 1264
and in Room 109 in Building 1204, Holloman Air Force Base. These rooms are
equipped with acrylic painted cement block walls, acrylic painted ceilings, with tile
and cement floors. The rooms are also equipped with benches that are protectad by
polyethylene-lined absorbent paper that is changed aiter each use. Bench area that is
used for radioisotope labeled materials is outlined with “radicactive” labeled tape in
each lab.

The labs contain labeled, covered trash cans for radicactive labeled matedals and a
solvent waste cans that contains liquid radioactive waste matenals.

Room contamination is monitored by Liguid Scntillation counting of absorbent
wipes taken at randcm from several areas of the room at regular intervals. Any
spillage of radioactive labeled matenals is cleaned up and the area decon:aminated by
Standard Operating Procedure.

Potential radicactive handling equipment includes a shaker bath, and glassware.
Cabinets under the sink and benches contain flammabiles and are clearly marked,

A "radioactive materials” label is attached to the door.

ITEM #9
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Fadilities and Equipment

Radioisotopes will be stored and dosing solutions prepared in Room 525 in Building
1261 and Roorn 109 in Building 1204 Holloman Air Force Base. These rooms are
equipped wiin acrylic painted hard plaster and cemant walls, acrylic painted ceilings,
and tile floors. The rooms are also equipped with laboratory benches that are
protected by polyethylene-lined absorbent paper that is changed after each use
Bench-top areas for radiois-tope use are clearly marked. Radioactive labeled
rnaterials are stored in a combination refrigerators/freezers and labeled as such The
freezers/refrigerators contain ‘radioactive matenals" labeled affixed to the front of
the doors.  Solvent cans for radioactive liquid wastes are labeled and stored in these
labs.  Room contamination is monitored by Liquid Scintillation counting of
absorbent wipes taken at random from several areas from each room at regular
intervals. Any spillage of radioactive labeled materials is cleaned up and the area
decontaminated by Standard Operating  Procedure. Radicactive handling
equipments that are marked include a homogenizer and a scntillation counters.
Potentiai radiocactive handling  equipment includes glassware, a liqud
chromatograph, balance, water bath and centnfuges. Cabinets for sioring flammables
are labeled clearly. A “radicactive matenals” label is attached to each doar.

ITEM &9
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General Description of Roems 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 20 A, 2108, and 212

These rooms have cement block walls, except where inte~or walls have been erected
as room dividers, in which case, the walls are plasterboard on a 2x4 wood frame. The
wails anu ceiling are acrylic painted. Foors are sealed cement. Al wurking areas are
prutected by puolyethylene-lined absorbent paper that s changed frequently.
Radicactive iabels are placed on all work areas, room doors and aquipment where
radioactivity 1s used. Room contamination is monitored by Liquid Santillation of
absorbent wipes taken at random from several areas of the room at regular intervals,
Any spillage of radioactive materials is handled according to the Standard Operating
Procedure for decontamination
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Room2ZMA:

1. An approved noxious fume exhaust hood is used in conjunction with the

labelling of protein compounds with 1'%°  Lead blocks are situated to shield
the operator

8 ]

Low level solid waste is stored in approved 55 gallon drums for subsequent
shipment. The drums are stored outside storage area in a low-traffic area

Room 53¢

1. Two gamma counters with lead shielding are used to count samples from RIA
work

ra

Temporary storage of 1'% solid waste 1s provided by two covered waste barrels.

When full, the contents are transferred to the shipping containers in Room
201.

3. An approved noxious fume exhaust hood, sinks, shaker and lead breaks for
shielding liquid waste are in this room.

4 A refrigerator with freezer is provided in which ['** labelled compounds in
lead containers are stored.

Room 2108

1. A large refrgerator is used to store 1'% in lead containers used in labelling
compounds and some H? labelled steroids.

ITEM #9




