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Mr. James M. Neel, President
and Chief Executive Officer .

Nuclear Engineering c:mpany, Inc.A

9200 Shelbyville P. cad .

Suite 526
P. O. Ecx 7205 >

t.ouisville, Kentucky 40207

Dear Mr. Meel:

During a February 13, 1973 meeting with the staff, NECO representatives
gave us a sheet presentati:n on MECO's ;r:;csed investigative pr: gram
which was in res;cnse to our concerns at: : san: formations beneath
the site described in our December 15, 1977 recu es: for additi nal
informa tion. At that meeting, the staff -aisad specific concerns

'

about the prepcsed well deptns .(25-30 feet) anc testing precedures , .
and requested that NECO formally submit :he ;r: gram, along with a
detailed rationale for the field work, su:n that we would have an
ocportunity to review and c:mment on your pr:;: sal bef:re NE:0 .

beccmes c:.;nittee to a specific c:urse f a::icn. .

You have since provided us with your pr::csed ;r: gram in a letter
from T. Baer :: ., Eell , dated February 27, 1973. l.le ' ave reviewed
this pr:;csal and :cr.ciude that it does nc: previde :he inf:rma:icn
reques:ec during :P N r tary 13,'1973 meeting. Specifically, yeu-
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well in each test series, or t. e ;r: posed a::e;tance criteria for
any of the series of tects. Additicnal'/, . tne schedu's char: en-

page 4 indicates that the field work has :een c:m:leted. Curing
the Fe:ruary 13, 1973 mee:ing the s:sff agreed t: review and cecm:ent
on ycur pr:;osed prcgram prior to the start of the field werk phase
(sce March 2,1973 memo fr m J.'Themas t: M. Bell) . The pur;cse
of this review would have been to assess :he ace:;uacy Of your proposed-
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. Concept, y0u should ClGarly uCCers:and Ca yCu do i; it J0ur Cwn .i.

finar.:ial risk.
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James Ieel -2- March 15, 1973

Once you have ccmpleted your work and submitted the program results, '

vie will review your submittal to determine whether or not the con: Erns
expressed in this letter have been addressed and whether additional
field work or analyses will be required to satisfy staff concerns
regarding the adequacy of Trench 15. Therefore, it is our position
tha t no radioactive material should be placed in Trench 15 until.

the staff completes its evaluation and is satisfied that no- potenti.-l
health and safety problems will develop. -

. .

During the February 13, 1978 meeting uita i ECO representatives, our
staff expressed concerns as to i ECO's planned operaticns at Sheffield
once the pres!nt authorized burial space is exhausted. U. official
estimates provided by your firm to date indicate that the present
capacity would be exhausted by approximately April 1,197S. To

provide us with sufficient time to evaluate the potential impact of
any ' action you may anticipate, we request that you inform us no later
than liarch 24, 1978 whether or not you plan to store any radioactive
wastes at the site once Trench 14-A is filled, and if so, what provisi:ns
will be taken to assure that your activities will not have a detrimental
n t on the public health and safety, the environment, or potentialce

.ecommissioning activities and expenses.' r .

Sincerely,
,

/h. kcf .h
', / .

clichael J. -Bell, Chief
Low-level Waste Branch -

Division of Fuel Cycle-

and Material Safety
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