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Nuclear Engineering Lompan
9200 Shelbyville Roed
Suite £26

P. 0. Box 7243

Louisville, Kentucky 40207

Dear Mr, YNeel:

\"‘

During 2 Fedbruary 13, 1973 meeting with %ag %297, NES

WCrAA s =

J renresantitivas

gave us a saort "tsen:A'f~n on HESC's prazosed '1ves:i;;:14g progran
which was in ressonss to our concerns assus sanc formations Saneath

the site described in our Cecember 18, 1377 recuest

for additiomal

infermation, AL that me-’1~g, the staff ~2ised ssecivic concerns
about the ;rc:csed well deptns (25-30 fest) and tasting procedures,
and reguesced that MECO ~~rnAan submit the program, alor; with 2
detailed raticrale for the field work, such fhat e would have an
opportunisy o review and comment on your sripesal Safire

becomes caTmistes to 2 specific course of acticn,
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You have since provided us with your ,':r“‘::tef= arogram in 3 Tetter

from T. 3a&r t3 -, 2ell, cat tad renr"*~/ 27, 1378, lis have ravfewed

this prosese! and "'c..cz thet 1t oes ngs srevis

requestac during t* “<u sary 13, 1573 nestling. Specid
L~ ‘have nct provided v¢ :c 27184 rat1:ra‘a far the fiaid .ork. (AR
basis for the well <. 8, wi@ justificatisn for pumgics |
well 1n a2ch test saries, or the proposes accestance Sriteria for

| - any c‘ ths series of terss. Additicrally, tra s:?ec;’e chart on
| page 4 indicatas tiat the field work 1as peen comaletad. CQuring
| the Fe:r.Ar/ 13, 1373 meeting the st taff agreel 0 revigw and comuent
| Qn yeur pgreeosed program prior to the s.a'* gf the figld werk phase
| (see Marsh 2, 1872 mens from J. Themas &3 M. 2411}, T e pursose
: of tihis revisw vould nave been %2 assess she agesuacy of wour proposed
| program S3fore NEIY had %9 fung the Tiell werk, Stﬂ 2 sy have elactas
\ to procass with your hrogram without sgaking SRC aporsal 3f the
| concept, you shouls cleara/ uncerstand that you 23 53 at /car cun g}’
\\\ finargial ru;.. _ : 'JA 1
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James feel -2 - March 15, 1978

Once you have completed your work and submitted the program results,
ve %111 review your sutmittal to determine wiathar or not the consérns
expressed in this letter have been addressed and whather additicnal
field work or analyses will be required tc satisfy staff concerns
regarding the adequacy of Trench 15. Therefore, it is our position
that no radicactive material should be placed in Trench 15 until

the staff completes its evaluation and is satisfied that no potenti.l
health and safety problems will develop.

During the February 13, 1978 meeting wita HECO repressantatives, our
staff expressed concerns as to UECO's plannad operaticns at Sneffield
once the presint authorized burial space is exhausted. Unafficial
estimates provided by your firm to date indicate that the gresent
capacity would be exhausted by approximately April 1, 1978, To

provide us with sufficient time to evaluate the potential impact of

any action you may anticipate, we recuest that you inform us no later
than March 24, 1978 whether or not you plan to store any radioactive
wastes at the site once Trench 14-A is filled, 2and if s3, whatl provisions
will be taken to assura that your activities will not have 2 detrimental
+¥"et on the public haalth ard safety, the envirenment, or potentia’l

i ecommissioning activities and expanses,

Sincergly,

| a0l
X %&:./u’c(// }?J
dichael J. Bell, Chief
Low=Level Waste Branch
Division of Fuel Cycle
and Material Safety
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