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policy, after private industry has invested its capital and
operated safely over subsequent years, constitutes a blatant
attempt to undermine this policy at ultimate taxpayers' expense
and this segment of the nuclear industry's demise.

At the present time, NECO's two licensed and regulated
Western sites, Nevada and Washington, possess enough capacity
to accommodate the nation's future commercial low-level
radicactive waste disposal needs to the year 2010 by our
estimates. This is in excess of 90,000,000 cubic feet of
capacity. Expansion of these sites, if required, is feasible
with minimal anticipated difficulty. Therefore, the suggestion
of opening commercial licensee waste to non-licensed and
regulated, and potentially hazardous sites, at the expense
of taxpayers and their safety, is certainly unjustified and
unreasonable.

It would be most helpful if you would make it clear to
both D.0.E. and the NRC that there is no reason to believe
that the court case in Illinois~---which is obviously seriously
misunderstood by whoever drafted the letter to D.O.E,--- will
"jeopardize NECO's financial ability to remain in business".

\\\\ /Sincerely,
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“~—James N. Neel
President
and Chief Executive Officer

JNN/sd



