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Department of Energy |q
b Albuquerque Operations Office !

P.O. Box 5400
MAf I ^ ' ' 31Albuquerque, New Mexico 87115
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Ross A. Scarano, Chief f1 g y 41981 > 1
Uranium Recovery License Branch 1 -: -

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission N gMMC

gg
#

Mail Station 483-55 -

Washington, DC 20555 \.
.

J
M , .f- ''Dear Mr. Scarano:

Enclosed for your written concurrence is the Mtice of Intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement and conduct public scoping meetings for remedial
actions at an inactive uranium mill tailings pile near Salt Lake City, Utah.
A copy of the notice was forwarded for publication in the Federal Register
after we received phone concurrence from your staff on April 6,1981. The
notice, which reflects the changes requested by the NRC staff, was produced
as a result of close coordination among members of our respective staffs.
We appreciate your cooperation in completing this step of the NEPA process
in a timely fashion, and we look forward to a continued close working

,

relationship with your office on future efforts for the remedial action
program.

Sincerely,

//b,,

7J
R chard H. Campbell, oj ect Manager
Uranium Mill Tailings Proj ect Office

Enclosure
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compliance with the National Erwironmental Policy Act; notice of Intant. to
_,

. Prepare an hwironmental Impact Statement md Cbnduct Publie Sooping

Meetings fte Runedial Actions et, an Insetive Wanius Mill Tailites Pile

us e Belt Lake City, Utah.

AtENCT:. 42 4 of Energy
,

'

;- . .

~ ACTICg: h tios is hereby given that thei Department of thergy intendo

c to prepare an environmental impeet statement (EIS) to assess the
..

'_ erwirorusental impliestions or remedial setion to be p L,. e en an inestive

_uranius mill tailings pile in the $ sit Lake city, Utah, L Jtan
:. : ..

.

.
. area.

. .

53HUtT: The t;-;-- L:it of Energy (DN) annowves its intent to prepara

en EIS, in accordance with Section 102(2)(c) of the National Enviran==ntal

Policy Act (EPA), to provide environmental input into the amiaetion of
.

aus w,1ste strategy fbr the permanent divel of the uranitan mill

tailites located et the sit 4 of the fermer Titre C4-4. son of Ameries
uranisan ad11 processing site. The DE is currently considering as its p-f:::1

action the removal of the tailings to a specially prepared remote site for t

permanent dispoon1. In accordance with the Council en Enviroruusntal Qaelity
I

regula!hione fbr ebay11anoe with EPA (40 CF3 Part 1501), the DOE is serving as.

the lead agency fte properstico of the EIS;-the Emclear Regulatory M= ion
'% . . .

'

-

will participate as a cooperstans ageney.
.
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The DK invites interested agencies, organizations, and assers of the general

ptA11e to steuit oamments or suggestions fbr consideration in connection with

b preparation of the draft EIS. Queents or suggestions to assist the DOE

in. identifying significant environmental issues and the +1ste scope of

the N EIS are requested. Chassants may be autaitted by mail or gri-M
"

sk scoping meetings Wilch will be held in Salt Lake City on May 5,1981, and

in.Yeoele, Utah, on May 6,1981. On completion of the draft IIs, nottee or;
. . s+ - its, availability will be announood in the Federal Register, and ocuments wills

id solicited. Qumments received on the draft EIS will be considered in pro-

pm-ing the final IIS.

m: )Pitten comments or suggestions on the scope of the EIS and requests

to speak at the scoping meetings may be auturitted to:
. . _ _ _

pt , R. R. causbell
tranium Mill Tailings Pro. ject Office
Albuquerout %erstions Orrice ,

r+- ^ : .t of thergy |--

P.O. Bos 5400 <

lAlbuquerque, M 87115

Bnelopes should be marked 'DEIS for Salt Lake City tailings pile.*
4

1

General inferimetion on the process fellowed by the DCE in propering seriron- |

mental impoet statements may be obtained thum:
|

MPA Affairs Division
Office of Environmental Otsupliance and Deerview

,

! Office of the Assistant Secretary for Environmental
! Protection, safety, and meergency Preparedness .

U.S. r- : _ .i or Diargy
ATTW:"hs. Carol Borgstrom

F. . .stal Building
Boom 4G-064 dence Avenue, 5.W.! 1000 Indepen

C. 20585

. .
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Dt!ES: Witten comments postmarke'd by May 20, 1981, win be considered la
lthe properation of the DEIS. Ozuments postmarked after that, data ull!.

!
I

'
be considered to the nazimum extent practieable. Sooping meetings win be I

\held in salt Lake city on May 5,1961, and in Tooele, Utah, on May 6,1961.

.

Requeath to apeak at these meetings should be received by W. R. R. Campbou
._ .

,

w at the address above by April 24, 1981. '

: . .x. . - - - ~
..--

[ _ adham IFORMATICII: The urania mill tallings at the forimer vitro
. . . -

processing site are about 4 miles from downtown Salt Lake City. The mill
.

processed ranius are for the U.S. Atemte thergy Commission, the predecessor of

the Det, feca 1951 to 1964; then it produced vanaditan until 1968. The plant, i

uns diamentled in 1970. The tailings reonining frem these operations now

rest in piles up to 16 feet high over more than 100 acres of fenced land.
.

Ih 1975 the U.S. Congress passed the thnitas Min Tailings Radiation control

Act, Public Law 95-604. In this Act the Congrees fbund that tranium adu

tailings may pose a significant radiation health hazard to the publie and

directed the DtX to designate processing sites fbr remedial action to

remove this potential hazard. It authorized the DOE to carry out remedial

action at each site in cooperation with other Federal agencies and utth the

states or Indian tribes affected by the aetich.%It gave to the Nuclear

Augu1M Coundasion (NRC) responsibility for consulting with the DOE over
. O range of aubjoeta concerning conduct of remedial action, fer concorring

with the selected remedial action and with any cooperative ., _ _ A, with a

_
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or Indian tribe, arut fer licensing the maintenance of eacts tailing [ *
,

'

. diW-1 site after the remedial action la eampleted. Tb most aspeditously
,

fulfill its remedial action oversite role, as delineated in Putt 11e Im

95 404, the NRC decided to partielpete as a 'ecoperating agency" as defined

by the,NEPA. By peticipating in this menner the need far NEC to dublieste

the IXE offbrts in a seperste N prepared EIS for the Salt Lake City

w !!T will thus be alt =inated. To addition, the Drvironmental Protaction

Agency kEPA) was given the responsibility to set standards to protect j

_
. public health, safety, and the envinneent at the tailings sites and the

|' disposal sites. -

._ l
!

._

Ih accordance with Public Law 9W, the IXE has designated 25 sites fbr i
4

reenedial action. Che of them is the ferimer Yitro proceaains site neer Salt |
1

Lake city. The DOE has made prellatinary ma===rits of the tailings pile
|

there and of possible remedial actions. 1he State of Utah has investigated j

several locations in tetich the tailings might safely be V %,;.ly disposed j'

of and has recommended three of than for analysis by the DCE in the draft
,

|
|
'

EIS. One of these three sites has been identif1ed by the State of Utah as the

primary emndidate for consideration. The EPA has issued proposed at.andarda
1governing the cleanup and disposal of inactive uranitas processing sites !
|

.

(including the clearme and dirt of residual radioactive meterial loosted

st, the former Yitro processing site near Salt Lake City, Utah) and, intends

5 issue final standards by late 1981.

|

| A h== st describing the preliminary =*====== nits of the Salt Lake City

tadlings is the " Phase II Title I Engineering AnanaW of Inactive Uranium

M Tailings, Yitro Site, Salt Lake City, Utah * (FacU-M Wevision 1),
Wiich is available for public inspection et the locations listed at the

and of this notice. 1
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In order to proceed with the amiaction of an apprepriate remedial setion,*

.

the DOE will prepare m EIS that will analyze the offsets of the p.-g-:::1

action and alternatives. After the completion of a final EIS bened on the
.

& aft EIS and ecuments on the draft EIS, the plan for remedial action d

1_ the fbriser Yitro processing site will be selected, probably in 1982. The

remedial action could then begin in early 1983 sind be completed diring
i.; . , .;
?_,. 1997, sub.teet to the w,istion of suffielent funds by the thngress and by
,.;.c .
~. the State of Utah to cover the remedial action costs.

FRELINDIARY IDDfTIFICATION 7 ENVIR0tterIAL 7 tert: Those issues to be uselysed

during the properation of the EI5 will include:

1. Estposures to radiation that the p211e and the workers on the

gro. ject will rioelve from routine operations.

2. W -es to radiation frem ty rumtical accidents that rolesse-

radioactive material.

3 t:hanges in air goality eeused by dust ed other pollutants.

4. Effects on soils and mineral resotrees. -e

$. Erreets on surface and ground ustars.
~ ...

6. Effects on plants and eMaats.

7. Osanges in land use.

.

B. thenges in noise levels during the motions.
.

g e
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9 Effects on soente, historie, and culturel resources.

10. Changes in pogulation and efreets on housing, social structure,,

,. ,
~~~ '

| services, and economic structure in the ocumunities near the

arrected places.
.

11.' Effects on trawtation networts, including changes in traffte
.

:F
'

:" 1 ~ patterns and voltans..

: ,c.,y . .--

: ,. ..

;
- .. E.,eet.d e of - , .th., .

-

13. Effects of accidents other than errects arising from release of

radiometive material.
.

14. Benefits or rwxMng the tailings to rew minerals.

"

The list is not intended to be all-inclusive nor to be a predeterminstion) of

1spects.

Analyses of the listed errects will be made fbr the mill-tailings site, the
:

,.+ ties in the vicinity that are contaminated by material from the pile,
the disposal sites, the reprocessing sites if any, the transportation routes,

and the sites dure cover material is obtained. The analyses, made fer all

the alternative setions, will cover both the time den the remedial action is

in progress and the time after it has been acepleted.

.

i
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PRELDtDIARY DEFINITION & ALTFRMATIVES: The DOE will enesider all rossonable )

alternatives to the proposed action and their envirorumental impacta. The
,

'

afternative actions presently proposed f9er analysis in the draft EIS we briefly

listed below. 1his list may'be longer or shorter in the draft EIS itself.

.

1. e No action. Under this alternative, the tailings would be left in ;

. 1

. _ place; no measures would be taken to control them. |
_ 1

m .
-

.

2. Emmoving the tailings and disposing of them permanently below
|_ - ..

the ground in a natural depression 8 miles north of Clive, Tooele :
-

l
'

Cbunty, Utah. This is the loostion designated by the State of !

Utah as the primary site fbr cansiderirtion. There are tuo options

tauser this alternative. Under option 1 the tallin6s would be

i+ wssed by heap leeching at the disposal site to allow the

i-~v- y of minerals. Under option 2 the tailings would receive ;

!
no reprocessing before final disposal. j

|-

3 Emmoving the tailings and disposing of them perunnently below I

the grwnd in an area 1 mile south of Clive, Tooele Comty, Uts..

Sheilar to alternative 2, alternative 3 will have the same tuo

options and will use a similar method -of analysis.

.
N

..

|
.
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~
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4. Removing the tailings and disposing of thee i, - - -z-;1y below-

.

the a,.4 in an ares 3 miles west of Delle, Tboele Commty,

Ut.sh. It has the same tuo options as alternative 2, med Sta
.

asthda of analysis will be the same.
9 -

,

$. $t.abilization of the taillags pile at its present site, thder
*
this alternative the tailings would not be moved. Instead they

,

,

_
.

would remain at the fteiner Yitro site after treatment to ensure
' ~'

(~ ~ that tho' pile meets the DA standards fbr permanent disposal.
_ . :_ .

.

CGeerfS AND SCCPING METINGS: The DOE invites all interested parties

to submit witten ecuuments or suggestions en the draft EIS and to attend

tuo scoping meetings. The purposes of the meetings and of the request fbr

written em===rits are to provide the DE and the NRC with as much infernstdon
-

,

from as many vioupoints as pocsible and to provide interested persons with

,,,~.tunities to express their views. The DOE will then determine, in M
:+

awmantation with the NRC, the scope of the issues to be addressed in the
~

-

..

draft EIS and will identify the signifiennt 4m==== related to the remedial
|

sot 100.

The publie scoping meetings will be held in Seit Lake City, Utah, on Mer 5,

1981, and in Thoele, Utah, on May 6,1961. The times and pisoes will be

announced in local nous publications; they ser miso be obtalned frum

R. N. Campbell at the sedress given above.
.

Persons desiring to make oral an===rits at the meetings should mail .their

rw to R. R. Campbell at the above addresa mid should wite '' Salt
.

.

6 M MW m

*

*
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meeting * on the emelopes.!

i

km City scopirs meeting * or 'Tooelm acop ngdesire to speak befbre April 24,
say shod 1d notify the DOE of their resentations.

W h so that the DOE may arrange a M iue for the p
,

i g the conduet of the meetings.,

he DCd wil1 establish procedures govern ntiary hearings, and those
~

*

Sus unsetings will not be ~ 3 W as eviden r M amined by other speakers,
dse choose to make statements may not be acck has a chance to do so, f15e

En ensure that . pc.c who wishes to spea Depending on the rumber of
ker.

aminutes will be muotted to each spea longer times fbr ,,, w

s =cas requesting to be heard, the DOE may allowhing to speak on behalf of an
i

muutatives of organizations; persons w sin their , q M . Persons
ization

organization should identify the organk in advance may register to speak
seso have not submitted a igast to spealled on to present their ocuments-

at. the scoping meetings; they will be ca f

, .

if time perinita. d in the drottbe A
witten commments and suggestions for i=== tot the addreas given above by May 20,
EIS should be sent to R. H. Campbell ad given equal weight with oral

W itten ocuments will be considered an1961 ris.

aammente in the properation or the
tice cd'Its.wailability will be

On the completion of the draft EIS, nod the Department of thergy will
w

announced in the federal Register, anPersons dio do not desire to mutadt comme
nts er

again soliest comments. y wish to receive a copy of the
sugestions during the scoping period ma

.

[
1 j

% - _

.

e
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sft EIS for review and comment when it is issued; they should notify

B. Cangbell at the above address. Persons seeking further information

r inquire at either of the addresses given atme.

unsoripts of the scoping usesting,s will be prepared by DOE and made

allablo at the Freedom of Intw _t. ion Reading Room, Room 1E-190,~

C 20585,
, Test il Building,1000 Independence Avenue, S.W., Mashington, D. .

In:assen the bows of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Ibnday through Friday.
..

;11 tion, members of the public may inspect the transcripts of the scoping

rtinas and other doeunents now planned for use in propering the draft EIS at

i fb11owing locations:
.

Freedom of Information Reading Doom
~han 1E-190, Forrestal Building

U.S.f v it of Energy _ :. . r..
1000 Independance Avenue, W W-
Washington, D.C. 20585 .

t . ~ .

.

Salt Lake City Public Library
209 East 500 Southseit Lake City, Utah 84111

Tooele Public Library
47 East Yine Street

*

1boele, Utah 84074

Albuquerque Operations Office
Estional Atomic Musetas
Eirtiarid Air Force Base East
Albuquerque, New Merloo 87115

,

(hi Operations Office
9000 1 Cass Avenue
Arp ane, Illinois 60639,

:

.

*

g e 4
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Idaho Operations Office
5 0 Second Street't-

' * 'M 3daho Falla, Idaho 83401
_

.

.,- .

Tt . . Noveds Operations Office
i2753 South Highland Drive

--* .- Las Vegas, Nevada 89114
- ,' '

.

.

.. .
. ~

! Q9 - -- . . . .

' N :_ Oak Ridge Oper: tins Orrice 1

?C r' Federal liuildies - |
V Cak Ridge, Tennessee 37832

.

. . . -.
.

,

, g:-
'':- Richimd Operations Office -

Federal krf1 ding
Richland,.ilashington 99352

215 bnferisation Center
Er- - I

t street
San Franoiaco, California 94105

._
. . .

'
, . :;

.

.-

pV.;p
Savannah River Operations Office
Savanrtah River Plant .

Aiken, South Carolins 29801

.

nesional Energy / Environment Information center
Denver Public Library
157 Broadway
menver, colorado 80e10

,

,

stad at Washington, D.C., this W day of Aprir1961.~ ~

tr the united states cer, w,t of Energy.

|'
A
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Ac insistant h ietary
ironmental Protection asSafety, W W ency Pr
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