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Department of Energy
Albuquerque Operations Office

P.O. Box 5400 e *
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87115 MA? 3
.l/.".l 'I
[ IR
Ross A. Scarano, Chief $e 4 s
Uranium Recovery License Branch ! > JAY14 19315
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Y

Mail Station 483-S8
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Mr, Scarano:

Enclosed for your written concurrence is the Notice of Intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement and conduct ublic scoping meetings for remedial
actions at an inactive uranium mill tailings pi.e near Salt Lake City, Utah.
A copy of the notice was forwarded for publication in the Federal Register
after we received phone concurrence from your staff on April 6, 1981. The
notice, which reflects the changes requested by the NRC staff, was produced
as 2 result of close coordination among members of our respective staffs.

We appreciate your cooperation in completing this step of the NEPA process
in a timely fashion, and we look forward to a continued close working
relationship with your office on future efforts for the remedial action
program.

Sincerely,

Rfchard H. Campbell, Project Manager
Uranium Mill Tailings Project Office

Enclosure
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Conpliance with the lstional Environmental Policy Act; Notice of Imtamt to
Prepare an Pnvirormental Impact Statssent and Conduct Public Seoping

Heetings for Remedial Actions st s Insctive Dranium Mill Tadlings Pile
prw Salt Lalce City, Utsh.

ACENCY:. Depurtmant of Energy :

Ktice i3 hereby given that the Department of Energy intends

to prepsre an envirommental impect statement (EIS) to assess the
envirormental implicstions of remedial actice to be perforwed on an inective
weanius mill tailings pile in the Salt Laie City, URash, metropolitan

:

SUMMARY: The Department of Energy (DOE) announres its intent to prepere

en EIS, in socordance with Section 102(2)(e) of the National Envirommental
Policy Act (MEPA), to provide envirommental input into the selection of

an sopropriste strategy for the permanent disposal of the uranium will
tailings located st the site of the forwer Vitro Corporstion of Americe

- wranium mill processing site. The DOE i3 currently considering s its proposed
sction the resoval of the tailings to 2 specially prepered ramote site for
perasnent dispossl. In scoordance with the Council on Enviromnmental Quality
regulstions for cwapliance with NEPA (%0 CFR Pwrt 1501), the DOE is serving as
the lead agency for preperstion of the EIS; tht\_lnlw' Raguistory Cossdssion

wvill participste as a conpersting agency. T
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The DUE invites interested agencies, organizstions, and mswbers of the general
pblic to sbuwit comments or suggestions for considerstion in ocormection with
the preperation of the draft EIS. Comments or suggestions to assist the DOE
in identifying significant environmental issues and the appropriste scope of
the draft EIS are requested. Cmments mey be mbmitted by mail or presented

# sooping meetings which will be held in Salt Lake City on Mey 5, 1981, and

in Toosle, Utah, on Mey 6, 1981. On completion of the draft EIS, notice of

its svailability vill be snnounced in the Federal RBegister, and comments will
be solicited. Comments received on the draft EIS will be considersed in pre-

paring the final EIS.

ADDRESS: Writtsen comments or suggestions on the scope of the EIS and requests
to speak st the scoping meetings may be submitted to:

M. R, H. Campbell

Ursnium Mill Tailings Project Office
Albuguerqus perstions Office

Depertasent of Energy

P.0. Box S300

Albuguergue, MM 87115

Envelopes should be maried "DEIS for Salt Lake City tadlings pile.®

General informstion on the process followed by the DOE in prepering eoviron-
mental ispect statements may be obtained from:

WEPA AfTairs Division

Office of Environmental Compliance and Overview
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Envirocrmental
Protection, Safety, snd Dmergency Preparedness
u.s. of Dwrgy

ATTN: ., Carol Borgstrom

Eoom W Forrestal Building

1000 W Averwe, S.W.

mw’rggn_‘mc. 2058%
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DATES: Written comments postmarked by May 20, 1981, will be considersd in
the preparstion of the DEIS. Comsents postmarked after thet date will

be considersd to the maximm extent practicable. Scoping meetings will be
held in Salt Lake City on May 5, 1961, and in Tooele, Utsh, on May 6, 1981,
Roquests to spesk st these meetings should be received by Mr. R. N. Campbell
st the address sbove by April 24, 1081.

BACKCROUND INFORMATION: The ursnium mill tailings st the forwer Vitro
procsesing site are sbout § wiles from dowotown Salt Lake City. The mill
processed wranius ore for the U.S, Atcmde Energy Commission, the predecessor of
the DOE, from 1951 to 1968; then it produced venadium until 1968. Thw plant
vas dissantled in 1970. The tailings remaining from these operastions now
rect in piles up to 16 feet high over more than 100 scres of fenced land.

In 1978 the U.S. Congress passed the Uranius Ri11 Tailings Radistion Control

Act, Public Law 95-608. 1In this Act the Congress found thet wranius mill
tadlings moy pose & significant redistion health hezard to the publie and
directed the DOE to designate processing sites for remedial asction to
remove this potential hezard. It msthorized the DOE to carry ouvt remedial
sction st esch xite in cooperstion with other Federal agencies and with the
states or Indisn tribes affected by the action. - I gave to the NMuclesr
Begulstory Commission (NRC) responaibility for consulting with the DOZ over
& range of subjects concerning conduct of remsdial action, for concarring
with the sslected remedial sction snd with sny cooperstive agreemenrt with »



'Mcwammu.mmmxmmumumwm.v'
disposal site after the resedial sction 1s completed. To most expeditously
fulfill its remedial sction overzite role, as delineated in Public Law
95508, the NRC decided to participeta as 8 “ecopersting sgency” ss defined
by the NEPA. By perticipating in this menner the need for ERC to Sublicste
the DOE efforts in s separste WC prepared EIS for the Salt Lake City
tailings will thus be aliminated. In addition, the Envirormental Protection
Agency (EPA) was given the responsibility to set standards to protsct

public health, safety, snd the envirorment st the tailings sites mnd the

disposal sites.

In sccordance with Public Law 95-608, the DOE has designsted 25 gites for
remcdial action. One of them i3 the former Vitro processing site neer Salt
Laice City. The DOE has made preliminary sssessments of the tailings pile
there and of possidle remedial sctions. The State of Rah has investigated
several locstions in which the tailings might safely be permanently 4isposed
of and has reccamended three of them for analysis by the DOE in the draft
EIS. One of these three sites has Deen identified by the State of Rsh as the
primery candidste for considerastion. The YPA has fssuved proposed standards
poverning the clesnup and disposal of insctive wanium processing sites
(incliuding the clesmp and disposal of residual radicective meterial loosted
ot the forser Vitro processing site neer Salt Lake City, Utah) and, intends

3 issue final standards by late 1981.

A dooument describing the preliminary assesssents of the Salt Lake City
tailings is the "Phase II Title I Engineering Aasessment of Inactive Uranium

Mill Tailings, Vitro Site, Salt Lake City, Rah”™ (FBOU-360-00 Revision 1),
whioh is available for public {nspection st the locstions listed st the

end of this notice.
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‘In order to proceed with the selection of an approywiste remedial setion,
the DOF will prepare an EIS thst will mnaly:ze the efTects of the proposed
sction ind alternatives. After the completion of » final EIS based on the
mps“e—-:ummtﬂ I8, the plen for remedial sction st
bfu--ﬂtm processing site will be selected, probably in '582. The
remsdial sction could then begin in early 1983 and be completed during
1m,&mhwwn1mormesmmmwmmuw
the Stats of tah to cover the remedial action costs.

PRELIMINARY IDEXTIFICATION OF EXVIROWMENTAL ISSUES: Those issues to be malyzed

during the preperstion of the EIS will include:

.

Exposurss to radistion that the public and the workers oo the
project will receive from rowkine operations.

Exposures to radistion from hypothetical sccidents thet relssse
radiosctive material.

Changes in air guality csused by dust and other pollutamts.
Effects oo soils snd xineral resowrces. —

Mwufmmw-tqt

~

e,

Effects on plants and anisals.

Changes in land use.

Changes in noise levels during the sotions.
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Effects on soenic, historic, md cultursl rescurcves.

Changes in popalation and efTects on housing, social structure,
services, and economic structure in the comamnities near the

afTected places.

Effects on transportation networks, including changes in traffle
putterns and volumes.

Expected use of energy and other resourcves.

Effects of acoidents other than efTects wrising from release of
radicsctive meterial.

Benefits of reprocessing the tailings to recover winerals.

The list is not intended to bDe all-inclusive nor to be a predeterminetion of

impects.

inalyses of the listed effects will be made for the mill-tailings site, the
properties in the vicinity thst sre contaminsted by material from the plle,
the disposal sites, the reprocessing sites if any, the transportation cmates,
and the sites where cover materia) i3 obtained. The malyses, made for 21l
the alternative sctions, will cowver both the time when the remedial sctiom is
in progress and the time after it has been completed.
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PRYLIMINARY DEFINITION OF ALTURNATIVES: The DOE will comsider all ressonsble
titernatives to the proposed sction and their envirormental impects. The
dwxn sctions presently proposed for snalysis in the draft EIS wrw briefly
listed below. This list may be longer or shorter in the draft EIS itself.

.

1. . Fo sotion. Under this alternstive, the tailings would be loft in
place; no measures would be taken to control them.

2. Bamoving the tallings and disposing of theam permanently below
the ground in » netural depression B miles north of Clive, Tooele
County, tah., This is the locstion designated by the Stats of
Utah as the prisary site for conziderastion. There are twe options
uncder this alternative. Under option 1 the tallings would be
reprocessed by hesp lesching at the disposal site to allow the
recovery of minerals., Under option 2 the tallings would receive

oo reprocessing before final disposal.

3. Removing the tallings snd disposing of them permanentiy below
the ground in an ares 1 mile south of Clive, Tooele County, Utsh.
Similar to slternastive 2, alternative 3 will have tha same w0
cptions and will use » similar wmethod of analysis.
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' . Removing the tailings and disposing of them permanently below
the ground in an ares 3 wiles west of Delle, Tooele County,
tah. It has the same tuo options as alternstive 2, and ita
msthods of analysis will be the same.

8, Stabilization of the tailings pdle st its present site. Under
T_manm-unmwnmmamum. Instesd they
would ressin #£ the foreer Vitro site after trestasnt to enmre

Mmulommnxmmm-mam.

COMEXNTS AND SCOPING MEETINGS: The DOE invites all interested parties
to submit written comments or suggestions on the draft EIS and to sttend
tuo scoping meetings. The purposes of the meetings and of the request for
written comments are to provide the DOE and the MRC with as much informstion
m-mdminuumwiuemwmﬂdolnmmﬁw
opportunities to express u'pir views. The DOE will then determine, in
consultation with the NRC, the acope of the issues to be addressed in the
mmmuuxmnmumnmmnunxmummn

sction.

The publiec scoping meetings will be held in Salt Lake City, Utsh, on Mey S,
1981, snd in Toosle, Utah, on Mey 6, 1981. The times and places will be
mmxwmnuemm;m-ynnuwwmm

R. H. Campbell st the siddress given sbove.

pumdudrmuma-nmunmmumsma-umu
mwl.u.wnmmmmw-ﬂuwz
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nmwnﬁwmmmuuim;mmxamn
B. Campbell st the sbove address. Persons sesking farther information
rinq.dn-tdﬂwdﬂnmcmdmm.

n-a:imOtwanmtimﬁuthnndw

dlsble st the Preedcs of Information Reading Room, Rooa 12-190,

w Building, 1000 Independence Avenus, S.¥., Wsshington, D.C. 20585,
ween the hours of B:00 a.m. and §:30 p.=., Mondey through Fridey. In
ition, members of the public may {nspect the transcripts of the sooping
mmmmumpwwmuwmmmmn

y following locstions:

Freedom of Information Reading Room
Room 1E-190, Fc:rfosul Building

Sglt Lake City Public Library
209 Exst 500 South
Salt Laice City, Utah BMI1)

Tooele Public Library
§7 East Vine Street
Toosle, Utah BAOTH

Albugquerque Oparstions office
Bstional Atomic Museus
girtland Air Force Base East
Albuguerque, Bew Mexico 8711%

Chd stions Office
9800 Cass Avenus
Mrgonne, Illinois 60639
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Idahe Operstions Office
880 Second Street
ldsho Falls, Idsho 83801

Bevads Operstions Office
2753 South Righland Drive
-.Ln Vegas, Nevads 89113

Oak Ridge Operstions Office
Federal building
Oak Ridge, Tennessee I8

Richland Operastions orfice
Federal Building
Richland, Washington 99352

Informstion Canter
g;;rgnﬂﬂt Street
San Francisco, Californis 98105

Sgvawal: River %-nuoos orice
Sgvarwriah River Plant
Aiken, South Carolins 29801

Begional /Enviromment Information Center
penver Public Library
1357 Brosdway

Denver , Colorado 80210

sted st Washington, D.C., this 7 day of April 1981,

S

or the United States Department of Energy.




