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. SUBJECT: DOE COMMITMEllT TO TAKE TMI-2 HIGH SPECIFIC ACTIVITY WASTES FOR THEIR
R&D PROGRAMS

In a recent meeting I had with Herb Feinroth, I suggested that DOE give.us a
comitment to take offsite and retain-all of the high specific activity wastes
from operations.of the Submerged Demineralizer System (SDS), consistent with
DOE's testimony to their Congressional authorization committee earlier this year.
Attached is a copy of the DOE letter which I just received. DOE indicates they
will ' utilize all of the high activity zeolites in their research, development
and testing (RDT) programs. Of. course, Congresisonal approval of their RDT
programs is still required.

We will ensure that the other wastes to be generated in cleaning up the' THI-2
reactor sump water and reactor coolant system water using the SDS will be
suitable.for disposal in a commercial low level land burial facility.

' Since we now have basically resolved all the' solid waste disposition issues
- for SDS, I believe the public concerns regarding operation of SDS at TMI-2
should be minimized..

Staff review of the licensee's proposal for SDS is nearly completed and the
'

.

activities and impacts are within the scope of these already assessed in the
.PEIS. I plan to provide the Comission an information paper soon, at least
.a week before staff action is taken.

,
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Bernard J. Snyder, Program Director
TMI Program Office
Office of fluclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure: As -S tated

cc ;. L. Bickwitt
D. Rathbun

bcc: S. E1perin, E. Case, L. Barrett, R. Browning /H. Lowenberg
'
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of Energy has prcposed a was+.e irmcbilization researcn and cevelopunt program
jn the fisc:.il year 1982 fundirg request to Corgress. To implement this
research end develcp: rent program, the Departrrent of Energy will. ac'.;uire the
SDS waste prc2.tcts triat wil'. contain ;acproximately 500,C00 curies of
radiosctivity currently citeersea in:tt,e reacte,r cuildirg sucp and primary

The Ger.e:O Puclic Utility Cccpany currently estinstes thatcoolsnt syster.
Phis dispersed radicactivity cay ce deposited on 15 to 21) :eolite liners.

The waste im.Tollination research end deu:lepment prcgram will include
vitrification in sadition to etner prcaising approbches. Each expericent will

We arebe followec Dy ccnfiderce testirg ard sn extenced coservatien pericc.
also ccasiderirg utili drg some of these urmobilized waste products in verious
research, cevelcrent, and testirg program. The Department of Erergy cces
not plan to return these procucts to ;tre Vhree Mile Islerd site.

3

Ne hcpe this chrificatico is of interest tad we will continue to keep you
| acreast of cevcic Tents in tne was c iTcoiliz?,tinn research anc cevelcOT+nt

If you rave any cuestions, -pleat e contact mc cn 35 MOO 6.program.
1
.

Sircerely,

L ! 6 9 ,- {/..., M,,. $pwe_< / - -a - w.. , . ,..

/*Franklin E. Ccffman, ectirq Director
Office of Cacrcinaticn cna

e . c>.a. a. .nv-w 1nd L. e a LI j v s. s -

Office of 1.ttelear Energy
!

cc:
)t Circks, ISC
R. fitncid, GFU
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