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NOTE TO:: Chairman Hendrie :
Commissioner Gilinsky
Commissioner Bradford
Commissioner Ahazarne
William J. Dircks
Harold R. Denton
John Davis

SUBJECT: DOE COMMITMENT TO TAKE TMI-2 HIGH SPECIFIC ACTIVITY WASTES FOR THEIR
R&D PROGRAMS

In a recent meeting I had with Herb Feinroth, I suggested that DOE give us a
commitment to take offsite and ratain all of the high specific activity wastes
from operations of the Submerged Demineralizer System (SDS), consistent with
DOE's testimony to their Congressional authorization committee earlier this year.
Attached is a copy of the DOE letter which I just received. DOE indicates they
will utilize all of the high activity zeclites in their research, development
and testing (RDT) programs, Of course, Congresisonal approval of their RDT
programs is still required.

We will ensure that the other wastes to be generated in cleaning up the THMI-2
reactor sump water anc reactor coolant system water using the SDS will be
suitable for disposal in a commercial low level land burial facility.

Since we now have basically resolved all the solid waste disposition issues
for SDS, I believe the public concarns regarding operation of SDS at TMI-2
should be minimized.

taff review of the licensee's proposal for SDS is nearly completed and the
activities and impacts are within the scope of these already assessad in the
PEIS. I plan to provide the Cormissien an information paper soecn, at least
a weak before staff action is taken.

Bernard J. Snyder, Program Cirector
TMI Program Office
Office of Muclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure: As Stated

cc: L. Bickwitt
D. Rathbun

$. Elperin, E. Case, L. Barrett, R. Browning/H. lLowenberg
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| Dr. Bermarg Sewder, Cirector
| 4} Pxejﬁcy Office
| U, 5. Nucisar fsgulatory Clrmission
| “Haghirgton, D.C. 20355
| Dear Dr. Scycer: ;
‘I
| The puspose of this letter 1s to iatify our sogition with regard Lo resesrch
and develcoment on tre wesiz progucts that will recult from tre operation of
Mile 1s Tre Oepsriment

the Submerped Cemonera iSrer System {303) at Tnose Mile lslary.
ﬁ of Energy hes proposed a este imncbilization researcn end developrent progran
= the fiscax year 1782 furncing recuast to Corgress. To implement this

| rasearch end aevelcpaent program, the Department of Energy will acguire the
SO5 waste procucts that will contain approximately 500 GO0 curies of
vadioactivity currently c;suerseo “nthe reactoy puilding sump and primery
coolant system. The Geners: public Utility Company cwr”en*}y pestimates that
vinis dispers:d radiccetivity may L@ denosited on 15 to 20 zeolite liners.

the waste Lemchilizstion research and cauulcnmrmt program will include
vitrificstion in eccition 1o chel sromisiog epproschies.  Eacn experiment will
be followed Ly comfidence testing and an extenced pheservation pericd. wWe are
also considerirg utilizing some of ithese prnosilized waste procucts in VETIOUS
resgarch, cevelcpment, and sestirg prouraws., The Department of Erergy ooes
not plan to teturn these procucts i the ‘hree Mile lslera site.

we hope this clsrificaticn is of interest zng we will continue to k&2 you
apreast of devaloo7ments In ANe wasic ~mobilizaticn reseaTch and develooment
pave contact me on 252-I006.

L %
program, I you rave any cuestions, ple
i Sincerely,
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