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Dear Ar. Chairman: GErtter EDO 3660
ELeins
Your letter dated April 10, 1978 concerns a natter which may come BLlausser

before the Coumission for review and therefore 1t would be frappropriate)taylor
for the Comnission to respond., however, ] am pleased to have this oppor- ELD
tunity to respond to the concerns expressea in your letter rm‘)ardinq the ESilperstc

disposal of low-lovel radioactive waste and tha Sheffield, Illinots, Central
radioactive waste disposa) site. First and foramost, i would 1ile to File
state that there 1s no fmsediate threat te public health and safety due  LLW File:
to the vperation of the Sheffield site or any of the other comiercial ong. Rec

waste disposal sites, wonetheless, the Comnission shares your concerns LVGossick
and believes that foprovauents in low-level waste disposal are necessary, WIDircks
The Comeission has already taken steps to develop and fmprove its TRehm

regulatory prograw for low-level waste dispusal, HKShapar

A copy of the Nuclear Regulatory Comission's Low-Level Radivactive
Waste Management Program (NUREG-0240) 1s enclosed for your information,
As can be seen, the Comaission has a number of studies underway or
planned, and 1s developing regulations and criteria to address the
specific concerns tnat you have mentioned, Among other topics, the
projrags covers assesswent of alternative disposal methods, development
of criteria for siting, design and gperation of low-level waste dispo-
sal sites, and technizal and funding requirarents for post-operational
matntenance and monitoring programs. The Nuclear Regulatory Comnission
(MRC) 1s also coordinating 1ts own studies with those of the States,
priv.te fndustry, and otner Federal agencies such as the United States
Geologic Survey (USGS), the Envirommental Protection Agency (EPA), and
the Oepartwent of Energy (DOE). The studies are afmed at improving
wethods for siting and operating low-leve! waste disposal facilities.

In regard to the Sheffield site, the nRC and the 11Vinois Health

Deparunent are reviewing the adequacy of the site for future operation.

In particular, the staff 1s preparing an Environmental Impact Statament

(EIS) on the Sheffield site and public hearings before an Atomic Safety / /g
and Licensing Board are planned prior to any decision on whether to f//‘,

permit g
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You expressed conceras regarding current site operations, long-term care,

sabotage and physical security, and 1iquid releases through migration,

These arces are hoing spacifizally addressed in the “IS. The EIS 1s also
addiassing tra impact of waste that has already been buried in the exis-

tino cite, waste that woul” be burfed in an expanded site, and possible
mitigaciig veasures that could be applied co correct site deficiencias,
if cuch weasures are fournd to De necessary, Exhumation of the waste s
one such mitigz in? mecsire Chat could be considered. Mowever, no
public health ¢nd saicty problem has been fdentifiud at this time which
wuld require exnumacio of the waste.

As part of our overall low-leve: waste program, we do plan to perform
a risk assessment of the nazards involved with exhuming buried wastes
and transporting the wastes to a new location. Another alternative
that is being considered by iRC for long-term control of low-level
r:dioactive wastes 1s Federal landownership for the currently 1icensed
sites.

In sunnary, 1 believe that the HRC and the States are responsibly
fulfilling their duty to protect the public health and safety in their
regulation of the Shaffield and other lou-level waste disposal zites.
At 211 sites, inspections are routinely conducted and monitoring pro-
grams nave been esiabiisned which are designed to detect problams in
tine to take any needed corrective moasures, Proceedings underway will

detenviine the future o7 the Sheffield site. A comprehensive (RC program
to upgrade shallow land burial s underway and 1s being coordinated with
those Federal agencies having expertise that can be applied to improving

waste disposal practices.

I hope thay my letter has been responsive to your concerns, If I can be

of further assistance, please do not nesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
e

Lee V, Gossick
Executive Director for Operations
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