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Near ¥s, Spees:

This 1s in resvonse to your Yetter dated June 20, 1905 {n which vou requested
that the Vuclear Peoulatory Commissfon (NRC) prepare an environmental fmpact
statement related to the ?mm exnansion of the Sequovah Fuels Facility

near Core, Nklahoma, NPC's reculations reauire and we are currently nreparing
an Favironmental Asseassment (FA) *o evaluate the impact af this proposed action
on the environment, Vhen our review 15 completed, we wil) send vou a copy

of the assessment,

In your Yetter, you cited four reasone for your recuest, Some of these reasons
indicate thet the ritizens Action for a Safe Faviroament (CASE) has Seen

aiven some misinformation recarding the process nroposed for the

Factiity, Accordinaly, ! would Yike to take thig apportunity ¢o set the
recort strafoht, You stated as follows:

Comment 1: Interstate transportation of hah Yeve) radinactive spent fue) rods,

Resnonse:

The conversion of denleted urantum hexafluoride (1F, ) to uranium totra.
Muoride (17 ) has nothing to do with Ngh Yeve! nﬁ!mﬁn trent fuel
rods, The them *denleted urantum® rofers to uranium depletad 1n the 11216
fantope as & result of the uranium enrfichment process, The denlated
urantum 15 actually less radioactive than afther natura) uranfum, ae found
in nature, or yranfum enriched 1n the 11270 {gotone,

Comment 71 1Haher Yevel waste from process of comvertina wranium Uy to U, fate?,

Posponge:

The process which YerraVefios proposes to use o convert UF, ta UF, 1y 2
fry pracess, 1.0., two caves, U'. and hydronen from cncn. m'o. which
react at an alevated temperature to form (F, (& 0)id) and wydrafluoric
actd (HF) whieh 1y condensed t0 & Yiautd, The UF wil) he recyeled and ueed
At feod materin) in the production of fluarine, The nonecondentible aases
from this reaction are scruhbed to renove any entratned flusrides prior te
fMacharae, Tharefare, the asount of wasie generated by the production of
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fomment 1: Yerr-Mchee repeatedly violates FPA permit by » Yeakine holding
pond and violates WPDE [gie) discharae 1imitations,

The violations of the ¥PDES permit Yimits are of a short-term rature involvine
nonradioloaica) parameters, The NPOES pereit {5 under the autharity of the

1, S, Fravironmental Protection Agency (FPA), The FPA has reauired Yerr-Mclee
to take corrective actions on these {tems,

Comment 4; Subetantial expenditures (est, 5 mill{on),

Response:
The cost of a profect 1s aenerally not a mator factor that 15 considered in
the preparation of an FA, The main {ssues sddressed 1n an FA relate to the
construction and operation of the nronosed facility and (ts impact on the
auality of the environment,

fegarding your recuest to participate in any hearinos that may he held,

;:ur \:ﬂ» has heen forwarded to the Dffice of the Secretary for anpropriate

sposition,

Sincerely,

Original Signed By:
W. 1. Crow

¥, T, Crow, Acting Chief

liranfum Fuel Licensing Rranch

PMyiston of Fuel Cycle and
Material Safety, WMSS
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