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KERR-McGEE CORPORATION
MERR McGEE BUILDING e OKLAHOMA C17Y, OKLAHOMA 73102

March 12, 1970

..

Mr. Donald I. Walker
Director, Region IV
Division of Compliance,

United States Atomic Energy Commission
10395 West Colfax Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80215

Reference: Source Material License No. SUB-1010,
Docket No. 40-8027

Dear Mr. Walker:

In accordance with Condition 2 of Annex A to the ref-
crence license, Kerr-McGee Corporation hereby notifies
that effective February 23, 1970 a respiratory protec-
tion program was initiated at the Sequoyah Facility.
Allowance for the use of respiratory protective equip-
ment in determining employee exposures shall comply
with the AEC licensed conditions and specifications.

Sinct: rely ,

G. E. Wuller
Nuclear Division-Staff Engineer
Licensing and Regulation
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T a. It has como to r..y cttentica that a private business is currently
jg.J dumping 1cdicactive weste entcriah cato cpen ground so that the '

#g|, matter eventually scops into a necrby river, thereby exposing all *

r thoset who use the water to dan;:rous radiction. The practico poses
{Fi such a grave dcn;cr to these living in ncighboring arcas that I am
a 's certain the AEC will take irr.cdicto ccrrective measurcs.
Q.t.;'. '. '

.
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; .-( As you knou, Kerr-McCcc cf Chicho-.a City prcduces I;F 'at its facility',
in Core, Oklchc .c. In .the prc: css of trecting uraniIm bearing ore

~
'a

,

F- with solvents such cs tri-butyi phcsphate, hexcnc, and nitric acid,
'

. radio.ctive vcste acterial (rcffinard) is produced. ,

,%
*

a

. According to inJcmntica thct I hcve roccived, Kerr-McGee asked the
p, AEC for paraissic; to pump the rcffincte into a deep wc11, but the '

:.. Commission refused to licc:.se .hc prccedure. Instead, the company p
-,

,

n ,,) is now dumping the waste actter dircatly into a rock sump hidden in .e

&O- the woods to the south of the plcnt. Frcm there it drains into nearby "'

k, 5 N r~ivels. --
~

n+
[i) In order to climinste this hszardous situatic:, I would like the following

'd
F H infomatica: *

ggt . . _
-

.

gj - (1) A description of the Ccrr.issica's negotiations with Korr *

. . . .

L,.4s . McGee about disposcl cf the raffincte, as well as a stctement of the. -

p , _ AEC's final decision cbout wcste dispcsci ct the Core facility;
,.,. .f,

'h. ,1 the Commis:ica check into the infor.-.stion ccntained in this letter, a report
(2) On the casumptien that yca will have an investigator from.

.f, about the current practices fclicwed by Kerr-McGee for waste disposal; .',d. . . . .

f@Q- (3) A statement of AEC's rules and guidelines for disposing of.

radioactive waste;
t E

, . . . . .

(4) A descripticn cf.whct steps the Ccrr.ission is taking to preventio,

2 Xcro McGec.freo ccatinuing this hazardcas dumping.
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yf- 8.[ * M addition, . question- havc been raiscd chout the adec'uccy of the gas -

' '

,g,p|, -9 sentbber in r.;: cving i:2F cnd FF gcs frcr. the cir. In or;:cr to assure that
. this practico docs not coa:titute a henith hazard to these livin" near%p

*
.,

,

the p3 ant, p] case supp].,. ::.c teith the following infomaticn: '

.c. h - ' *

.f,f; s.64-

f1 (1) La explanation of gas sen;bbing operations at the -

*

.

plant;
*.;f

-

.,

(.f',.f,i (2) Present AEC guidelines and rules on gcs senibbing;
. .

'

na. . .

. (3) A s,tcter.cnt of how much }! F and MF arc allowed to esecpo7'.{f .,
'

. .
2

? por day, or a,n the ev. eat t! ;:t i;.c., e figirc.; are not availabic, au cxplanation.Q,1;,
.

ref t he- Cin:.n..i...'. ! .. . . ;: r..c ,,9;:g tha,1,rpy.gegge y , au scrubbin"'' docar.

i..s ;. not present a dt.:i;;er to the public, . .. . ...< .

f,. '. ' 'Jhank you for your codperatica in this rat. ter.
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