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April 14, 1981
RE: Irwin D. J. Bross

Respectfully referred to:

Office of Congressicnal Relations

Nuclear Regulatory Comission
Washingten, D.C.

3ecause of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with retura of the

| er:losure, will de appreciated by
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=2d States Senate
aington, D.C. 320310

r Serateor Mastnias:

on the =asis of raw scientific data tmat became availasle on

vsren 17, 1981, it now appsars that the 'uclear Regulatory Corrission
(NRZ) rlans for the clean-up of the daraged reactor at Trree Mile Island
(=41=2) will be extremely nizardous both to the workers and to i

-

genaral publie,

The new data comes from a follow-up study of nuclesar submarine
«<orkers by the Mational Institutes of ¢ upational Safety and Health
‘NICSH) that was discussed at a day-long meeting of the scientific
adv‘sc*y committee on this study in Cincinnati, Ohio, on Mareh 17. The
daca show a doubled risk of lung cancer among nuclear workars reseiving
.ire t%1n crne zam lifetime axpcsure (and, in almost all cases, loss than

g NRC pirmissible doses).

“rplying =he new estimate of lung cancer risks, 12 lurng sances
dicathg par 1000 gerssn-rem, to th “rc exzosure estirmate of 3000 perscea-
ram gives an cstimated 12 x 8 = 96 lung carcer deathrs ansng Tii+2 clean-
p worhers fas ocrpared to T estirates 3€ less than one iea:h from all
cauces) . In addition € Zuug cancer, tha raw NICSH <data shews a nroad
scectrum of radiation eftuects whieh nRu éstimates ignore.

~ng rundireds of dcatnhs and disanilities among worrers and the
zupliec that would be caused by the preoposed clean-up of TMI-2 with the
NRS plan can be largely avoided in a simple way. Ingread of movin
radicactivizy out of the THMI-2 contairment or putting ne
araas, ke radicactivity can be immobilized in concrat
ceasrelled antortment process. This comron-sense solu
“3 shave oiders Or ratafeysrs Or tanpayers o wausvar
St Sna=tanth a8 ush as the NARZ zian and would b2 s
:? vears, Unfertunately, it does not gatisfy BRC vuguy
refuses to consider it,

tor Charles liathias Jr. i
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The reason for NRC insistence c¢n a clear-up plan which will
unnecassarily expose many persons %o THI-2 radiation is that NRC is
using oksolete and erronscus risk estinmates thac indicate the plan is
"safe", Thuse same astimates had indicated that ctihe radiation doses
shipvard warhass were aupcsed to duving 1989-1882 uiva “"safa," Unfertu-
~3zaly, 13 yoars latar (1972-1¢77) the w~izhars ware dying of lung
cancer and other causaes from these "safe" doses. How much longer must
@ g0 on killing huwan beings merely hecause NRC absclutely refuses to
f3ce the naw sciantific facts about the health hazards of low-level

isrizing radiation?
Very sincerely ycars,
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irector of Bicstatistics



