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In the .latter of oL
V.S, Ecology, Inc.
(Sneffield, [11inois LoweLevel
Radioactive .aste uispcsal Site)
Jocket ilp. 27=39

Jear lir. conner:

This rasponds to your letter of April 21, 1961, to tdwars F. dawking

of the luw=level waste licansing branch in unicn you assert that nis
dlarcn 27 letter provides no tecnnical basis for tne conclusion taat J.3.
Zcology's trench capping proposal 1s ceficient. If u.3. &coloyy would
provide toe technical data used in its aevelogrient of the trench capping
proposal, tne Staff «111 conduct a full evaluation of the proposal, Tha
type of information taat 1s needed for the .al Staff to evaluate tiis
propusal on its tecinical rerits is set forta in Attachment .

[n your letter you alsu suyyest tre possicility of a meeting to discCuss

the license conditions. As the Staf? noted in 1ts .Jarch 27 letter, we agreed
to review the site closure conditiuns to deternine .hether any revisions

vay D& warranted due to tne existence of tecanical data wnicn was not
availavle wnen tne concitions were originally developed., @ are oresantly
fnvolved 1n tinds review, Jpon conpletion of this review in the nedar future,
we plan to meet with U.3, Ecology ang tie State of [1linois to discuss these
site closure conditions.
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Finally, 1n the Staff's iarch 27 letter we requested that you direct any
questions you 1ay nave to Staff counsel. As an (RC Staff attorney, [ an
requesting that all future guestions ve directed to Staff counsel.

Sincerely,

.

denry J. llcuurren
Counsel for RC Starf

attachrent
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Attachment A

List of technical information required to evaluate U.S. Ecology

oroposal for closure Condition 8 (submitted February 10, 1931)

.,

Soil testing procedures used té gnsure proper compaction of
subgrade.

Proceduras for dewatering "soft soil pockets.”

Definition of "clayey soil" using a standard gngineering
classification system.

Thickness in inches or c.m. of the thin soil layers alluded to in
the proposal.

Metnod and level of compactive effort for clay soil strata.

Method of placeuent, compaction and grading of the "additional
three feet of soil" alluded to in the proposal.

Final grading and drainage plan for trenches to receive tnis
treatment,

Procedures to be employed for preparing surface for seeding,
seeding, nolding seed in place.

Erosion protection techniques during time required for germination
and establishment of root zone.

Mernods %2 be employed to make surface resistant 10 dessication
cracks and frost action,

Permeability tests for soils to be used in compacted clay zone and

in cover soil zone,
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Analyses which demonstrate that the implementation of the process
described by U.3. Ecology will yield less surface water
infiltration tnan is presently experienced in the vicnity of
trenches.

Analyses tnat demonstrate that implementation of the process
described by U.S. Ecology will ;ender trenches less susceptible to

subsidence than they are presently.



