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January 31, 1992
PREL IMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE -- PHO-1V-92-06

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information 15 as initially received
without verification or evaluation, and is basically 211 that is known by the
Region IV staff on this date.

FACILITY: Sequoyah Fuels Corporation Licensee Emergency Classification:
P.0. Box 610 ____ Notiffcation of Unusual Event
Gore, Oklahoma 74435 . Aert
Site Area Emergency
DOCKET:  40-8027 ___ General Emergency
LICENSE: SUB-1010 __X_ Not Applicable

SUBJECT: FIXED CONTAMINATION FOUND IN UNRESTRICTED AREA

On Wednesday, January 29, 1992, NRC inspectors conducting a team inspection at
the Sequoyah Fuels Corporation (a subsidiary of General Atomics) discovered that
elevated contamination levels had been found during Novemcer and Decemper 1991 in
the licensee's offsite Carlile Training Center. This contamination had been found
as part of a licensee initiated program to survey unrestricted areas. Levels of
contamination on miscellaneous articles (chairs, desks, storage boxes, air tanks,
etc.) ranged (for fixed contamination) up to 30,000 dpm/100 ¢mé (beta-gamma) and
on some items in the environmencal laboratery, as hign as 1,000,000 dom/100 cme
(beta-gamma). The results of removable contamination surveys on the same articles
were nominal {(up to 200 dpm/100 c¢m2 (beta-gamma). The licensee confirmea that
those items with the highest levels of fixed contaminaticn were not routinely
used by personnel and were not normally visited by the public,

The licensee had not taken measures to control or secure the contaminated items
until they were discovered by the NRC Inspection Team, Additionally, one public
meeting was held (on December 6, 1991) in the Carlile Training Center. This meeting
was subsequent to the licensee's surveys performed in November 1991: however, the
contaminated material was not stored in the area of the public meeting.

In response to NRC guestions, the licensee has begun to remove the contaminated
items for storage within the controlled zrea of the facility. The licensee has
also initiated a survey of areas in the Carlile Training Center accessible to
members of the general public to confirm that there was no contamination in these
areas. Results of the survey are expected later on January 31 1992,

This information is current as of 10 a.m. CST as of January 31, 1992.

The licensee plans to issue 2 press release on January 31, 1992. Region IV piens
to issue a press release today because a public exit meeting had eariier been
announced for Mongay, February 3, 1992, in the Carlile schoolhouse.

The state of Oklahoma has been informed.

Region [V received notification of this cccurrence from the onsite inspection

team. Region IV has informed EDO/MMSS/PA, 41’1ﬂ’
”
This information has been confirmea with a licensee representative. ‘S:
CONTACT: L. J. Callan FTS 728-8108
\ ORP (8) RA/ORA (2)
- “Rv.0: g, RA Sct'y (1)
e 192 WFO (1) RSLO (1)
/3 -/.jij { {1}
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Fecrusry 13, 1990

?RELIM{NARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT CR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE «« PNOelveBge1l

*ni. pre' ‘ninary notification constity’ s EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
Moy © oublic interest significance. The information 15 as initially received
without verification or evaluation, ang 1§ pasically al) that is known by the

Region !V ctaff on this date.
FACILITY: Secuoysh Fuels Corporat?

Gore, Oklanoma
Docket No: 40-8027

SUBJECT: DISCOVERY OF CONTAMINA'I

on Licensee Enargency Mlassification:
___ Notification of Unusual Event
e Nert
T Site Area Emergency
___ General Emergency
X Not Applicable

ON It Al UNRESTRICTED AREA

On February 12, 1992, Sequoyah Fuels Corporation (SFC), @ subsidiary of General
Atomics, forma.ly notifiev the NRC about their discovery of contaminated

materials in an unrestricted area,

on the licensee's property. After SFC

personnel completed wurk in Pond 3. an unrestricted area, they returned to the
plant where they decided to monitor tLhemse)ves, ytilizing a contamination
monitor, and found their boots contaminated. The health and safety (HAS)
department was notified and the boots were controlled, Since the DOOLS were new,
a HLS technician was dispatched to survey the work area in Pong 3E. The
technician informes )icensee manager: ihat 2 light residue was visible on the
down slope of the pond, possibly where the water level hag dropped.
Contamination levels measured along ory portions of the residue indicated

contamination levels as follows:

0,000 opm/100 cm”, and maximum beta/gamma removable §

maxigum alpha girect 40,000 dom/100 em”

3 ¢pm/100 cm”. The

naximum alpha remgvablc 184 dpm/100 cm™, maximum betn/gamma girect 2
p

1icensee decided to temporarily control access 1o the

accordance with 10 CFR 40.60(b)(1)

ond, and notified NRC 1n

The ponds are part of the fina)l troatment of the lice.see's raffinate prior t0
its use as fertilizer, Pond 3L 1s the second in a series of four treatment and
sett1ing ponds. (Currently no fertili ./ 1s planned to be spread on SFC lanas

unti) the spring.) Access to the
guring nonbusiness hours.

punos 15 through three gates which are locked

SFC 15 currently reviewing historical s'uooe sample resul’s and will take &
sample of the residue for analysis., Furthermore, SFC has surveyed other
potentially contaminated areas anc 1Lems.

The contamination m¢:-{or used is

a very sensitive whole body survey instrument

that SFC beg» using :fter issuance of an Orger Modifying License and Demand for

A Region 1V inspector will review
the licensee's corrective actions

|
l Information v .ced October 3, 1991,
|
|
|

the circumstances surrounding this event and
guring &n onsite inspection next week, I!n the

meantime, Region 1V personnel will continue to follow the licensee's actions by e:.

’ phone.

| The NRC office of NMSS ang PAD have peen informed. The state of Oklahoma has 61

02/13/92
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February 27, 1992

. PRELININARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE -- PNO-1V-92-1%

This preliminary notification constitutes CARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information 15 as inftially received
without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that 1s known by the
Region 1V staff on this date,

FACILITY: Sequoyah Fuels Corporation Lfcensee Emergency Classification:
P.0. Box 610 ____ Notification of Unusual Event
Gore, Oklahoma . Rlert
____ Site Area Emergency
License No. SUR-1010 ____ General Emergency
Docket No. 40-8027 “XC Not Applicable

SUBJECT: DISCOVERY OF CONTAMINATION IN AN UNRESTRICTED AREA

On February 26, 1992, Sequoyah Fuels Corporation (SFC), » subsidiary of
General Atomics, formally notified the NRC of their discovery of contamination
located ‘n the facility control room, an unrestricted area of the plant., The
contamination was limited to instrument support racks on the rear of the
instrument control panel, The rear of the control panel 1 accesiible by a
walkway to facilitate routine instrument maintenance, Entry to this area was
restricted and posted as a "controlled access area" according to site
procedures on Fehruary 06, and the 1icensee 1§ evaluating the implementation
of further protective controls while performing routine inctrument maintenance
until it is able to decontaminate the oanel,

The contamination was initially discovered during surveys performed on
November 5 and 6, 1991, Survey results revealed contamination levels as
follows: alpha direct less than 339 dpm/100 cm2, maximum alpha removable 376
dpm/100cm2, maximum beta/gamma direct &4,800 dpm/100cm2, and maximum
beta/gamma removable 1,621 dpm/100cmd. The beta/gamma values exceed SFC's
established 1imit of S000 and 1000 dpm/100 cm2 for fixed and removable
contamination respectively, but do not exceed the fixed or removable alpha

contamination 1imits established by SFC,

The survey results were identified on February 26, 1992, as a result of a
comprehensive review of previous unrestricted area surveys performed at the
facility. This effort was undertaken by SFC as @ corrective mecsure in
response to the identification of contamination in other unrestricted areas of
the facility, including the plant warenouse and Carlile Training Center. MNRC
reviewed similar surveys during a team inspection conducted at SFC on

| Jenuary 27 - February 3, 1992, and fdentified that the licensee had failed to

| take corrective measures in every case at that time. SFC is currently taking
efforts to review all previous unrestricted ares surveys and establish area

controls as appropriate.

The NRC office of NMSS and PAD have been informed. The state of Oklahoma has
also been informed,

The licensee has not issued a press release. MRC is prepared to respond to
media inauiries. 3’\/
0:0RSSH, RA W 'S’,

| AJCallan ROMartin
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This information has been confirmed with a licensee ropresontatlvé.

Contact:

DISTRIBUTION:

R oot
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AR 22 19

URFO: GRK
Docket No. 40-8027

MEMORANDUM FOR: Richard E. Cunningham, Director
pivision of Industrial & Medical Nuclear Safety
Office of Nuclear Material fafety L Safequards

FROM: L. J. Callan, Director
Division of Raciation Safety L Safequarcs
Region IV
CUBJECT: PEVIEY OF SECUCYAM FUELS CCRPORATION (SFC) GPOUND-WATEP

MOLITORING PLAM

our of%ice 15 in receipt of SFC'e Ground-Water Monitoring Plan datec
March 31, 1992, As requested by your project management staff, | have had our
regional inspector review this document. As was the case with other
environmentally-related submittals at the gite, fary Konwinski was the
reviewer, His comments are attached.

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

L), CALLAM y

L. Jd. Callan, Director

nivision of Fagiation Sefety
§ fafeguards, Pegion 1V

Attachment:
As stated

¢cc w/atteh:

R. 0. Martin, PIV
J. T. Greeves, NMSS
M, Tokar, NMSS
Merri Horne, NMSS
R, E. Hall, URFO

bee!

PDR/DCS

URFO r/f
LJCallan, RIV
LLUR Branch, LLWM

Gronwinski
aw:%o:m o:g?s’ ,‘5\’
Konwinski/1v JCallan . 5
92, 0ap V92



